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Through the month of February, the Gospel passages for Sunday will

mostly come from Jes usWearSimleardArof oarn
3year |l ectionary cycle, and Year A
count of Jesusdo | ife and ministry

Matthew was more than likely not the first Gospel written, but since the
earliest days of the church, it has been thought of as the First Gospeld

the first book in the New Testament. In Matthew, Jesus is depicted as a
teacher, one who is teaching people who to live as a community. | think
itds this emphasis on forming a co
Matthew the prime place it has enjoyed over the years.

In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus begins to teach what life in this com-
munity is meant to be like 8 who is blessed in this community, how peo-
ple should conduct themselves, and what the relationship between this
community and others should be. These are some of the bestknown
words intheworld. Pl enty of people who have never darkene
well. The Beatitudes come up in the lectionary often, and many people select them as a text for funerals.

We hear Jesusd words about fasting and prayer ev
the prayer Jesus teaches in the Sermon on the Mountdaily.So | t hink itds fair t
scripture people tend to be familiar with.

So what do these familiar words mean, and how should they shape our lives? Theologians with many

more years of study under their belts than | have argued back and forth about this for generations. Does
the Sermon on the Mount paint a picture so far b

vince us of our need for grace? Or is it the manual for the community of disciples, presenting a rigorous

way of life Jesus believes, and expects, that we can accomplishd s uspect the answer

itds both of theseéand a whole | ot more. 6

As | continue to be involved in the Interfaith Council and have conversation with rabbinic colleagues, |
can sense a greater connection between the Sermon on the Mount and the sources in the Hebrew Bible

that Jesus the rabbi had in mind when he preached his inaugural sermon. So as | dve been
the Sermon on the Mount, | dve been digging into
composing hissermon. Anot her avenue | 6ve gone down to try

carefully atthewords. The transl ations wedre the most famild.
breadth of the message across, so by examining the range of meanings a word can have attached to it, |
feel that | can get a fuller sense of what Jesus was saying.Using these tools in engaging with the Ser-

mon on the Mount definitely helps me see these familiar words in a new light. | hope my preaching

passes some of this along to you.

Which brings me to the final, and probably most
preaching. This sermon is about forming a community of disciples. In that community, God provides a
variety of gifts and passions, so how we respond to what Jesus says, how we embody the Sermon on the
Mount, will be different for each of us. | donot see each and every one
mo n but as a community, as a group of Godds peo
more hands and feet on our faith than any of us could alone. So | hope in the weeks that have passed
and the weeks to come, you can hear something ne
hear spurs you to let these words shape how you live.

Pastor Eric
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500th Anniver
The Refor

As we kick off the year of t
items about the Reformati on
ormation, and get a glimpse of the variety of ways the moveme
1517 has influenced the history of the world.

One man, Matrtin Luther,
took a stand that literally
shredded the fabric of
Europe. It changed theol-
ogy, it changed politics, it
changed society and it
changed political bounda-
ries. It gave us a revolution
in education, in literacy.
There are many, many
manifestations of the Refor-
mati on. 0
i Tom Rassieur,
curator, 0Ma
Art and the
Reformati o
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Adult Education Opportunities

Adult education typically meets on the 1st and 3rd Sunaays of the month following worship from Sep-
tember until May. Come join us for presentations and discussion to deepen your faith and equip you to
follow your calling in the world, whatever that calling might be.

February 5 - Matriarchs and Patriarchs: Isaac,
led by Rabbi Lisa Bellows.

February 26 - Matriarchs and Patriarchs: Joseph.

m Financial Report for December N
[" Month YTD “1
[.’ Income $27,287  $257,460 ‘.1
; Expenses 21,568 261,184 <
[0’ FUND BALANCE $ 5,719 ($ 3,724) ‘01
[" Full Finance Reports are posted on the bulletin board by the coffee area. K“
[OPCATATATATATATATATATAAAAAAH O
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¥ Forever Young will not meet in January or February of 2016. Our next getogether will be
vFriday, March 3rd at Jamesondés Restaurant.
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Lent begins

with an Ash Wednesday service at 7:00 PM on March
1st. Be watching for a schedule of Suppers and Ser-
vices during Lent as we are changing the times.
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www.mcselca.org/ www.lIssi.org/ www.elca.org/ www.lwr.org/ www.lutheranworld.org/ www.livinglutheran.com/

MISSION & MINISTRY OF OUR LUTHERAN CHURCH

- community 9 region 0 worldwide -
By Bev Moody, Mission Interpreter

oLor d, to those who hunger, gi ve
And to those who have bread, give the

Lutheran Advocacy in 2017

As a new era of leadership begins in our nation, the ELCA Advocacy net-
work is already engaging with our
issues affecting our communities. The ELCA ministry of advocacy is
rooted in faith that is active in love, love calls for justice in the
relationships and structures of society.  (The Church in Society: A Lu-
theran Perspective, 1991). This affirmation grounds the ELCA Advocacy
priorities for engagement with the 115 ™ Congress and Trump administration. Look for upcoming
alerts and opportunities to participate in faithful witness and action to advance greater justice,

peace, and care of creation. To give your support to advocacy issues, check out the information at
elca.org/advocacy

Lenten Study & Daily Devotional at Good Shepherd

Lutherans note that 2017 begins the celebration of the 500th anniversary of the Reformation.
ELCA World Hungerds resources for this year fo
Shepherd will use many of these resources during Lent.

- Lenten Study is a five -week series on how our Lutheran faith shapes our perspective and role
in the economy. Come to the Music Room at 5:30 PM before the Lenten suppers to join the
discussion. Drop in whenever you can 9 do not need to attend every session.

-ELCA World Hungerds Lenten Devotional offers
and connections to our church®o6s commit men Sigtuo
to receive the daily devotional via email or pick up a printed copy in the Narthex.

Challenge

Metropolitan Chicago Synod has established a ELCA World Hunger Million Dollar Challenge

Congregations of the synod continue to raise money for the million dollar challenge to support ELCA
World Hunger. The challenge began June 1, 2016 and will continue until October 31, 2017.

Good Shepherd has set a goal to raise $1,500 beginning during this Lenten season. During Lent last
year our congregation contributed $1,300 to ELCA World Hunger.

Godds wor k. Our hands.
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WHATS HAPPENING IN SOCIAL MINISTRY

It's the beginning of the year when we think of what doctors appointments we will be making
and a good time to think about donating used eyeglasses and your collected pop tops. The
boxes are located beneath the bulletin board in the Library Lounge.

We are again committing to serve 2 summer suppersthis year. Through your donations we
gave soap, hand lotions, toothpaste, toothbrushes, shaving cream, razors, women's feminine
products, socks and underwear, and small boxes of Kleenex to any of our guests whoneeded
these products. Our guests really appreciated their presents. During our two dinners, we
thought we would again give out these items. If you care to contribute any of the items, please
pl ace them i n t he Obrdirstdihnarlvié heendayo 98 A yp$Bcarg please pur-
chase an item or two. All of the guests who come to our dinners are very grateful and thankful
for a homemade hot meal.

In March, our congregation will be delivering Meals on Wheels(see next page). If you are inter-
ested please contact Joan W. You can deliver one, two, or three times during the month, or
even one day each week. You will be glad to see these very appreciative people and give them
their smile for the day.

UPDATE ON PHILHAVEN We have been in contact with the social worker at Philhaven. As of
this writing, 14 families have moved in. By the end of March, it is hoped all 50 apartments will
be occupied. The units are one, two, and three bedrooms. We will be inviting them to our
church. There are also children living there, so there is a possibility some of the children may
attend our Sunday School.

ONE-DAY SERVICE PROJECWe have tentative plans to again have a one-day service project
to stock shelves at Wheeling Township Food Pantry.

To all knitters and crochet ladies: Lutheran General Hospital Newborn Care Unit is in need of
baptismal blankets. Blankets need to be between 24x24 and 36x36, and should be white or
pastel. Small caps are also welcomed. Thisvill be an ongoing event during the year and
when we accumulate a number of them take them to Lutheran General. If you would like to
make one or many, when finished give them to Joan W.

Directions for knitted blanket: 32 x 32 Worsted weight yarn, 400 yards, size 8 needles
Cast on 160 sts and knit 12 rows. Row 13 (RS) knit.Row 14 (WS): knit 5, purl to last 5, knit
5. Repeat rows 13 and 14 until blanket is 31". Knit 12 rows and bind off loosely.

Directions for crochet blanket: 32 x 32. worsted weight yarn, 400 yards, size H hook.
Chain 90 stitches. Starting in 2nd chain from hook, dc in each chain across. Chain 2 and
turn. Repeat until blanket is 32". Edging: Sc around entire blanket putting 2sc in each cor-
ner.

Generosity Fund: We have not designated funds for February, but will decide at our next meet-
ing.
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e entire Bible?

apters a day, you c
y takes ab@ub10mi nut es a day.
e Bible but didndt know w
ONTH. It doesndt seem as
ike to take this challenge.

Lev. 26-27 Numbers 19-20

Numbers 1-2 Numbers 21-22
. Numbers 3-4 Numbers 23-25
. 9-10 Numbers 5-6 Numbers 26-27
.11-13 Number 7 Numbers 28-29
. 14-15 Number 8-9 Numbers 30-31
. 16-18 Numbers 10-11 Numbers 32-33
. 19-21 Numbers 12-13 Numbers 34-36
. 22-23 Numbers 14-15

Numbers 16-18

It is with deep sadness that we report that longtime and

much beloved former member Edna Weeks passed away

on November 27, 2016. Ednag
a friend of everyone she came in contact with. Although

she moved away several years ago, many members of the
congregation still kept in touch with her. She will be deeply
missed.

In Loving Memory

Those March winds will soon be here along with our church de-
livering Meals on Wheels. Each year in the month of March, our
\\» / O church delivers meals Monday through Friday. By the third week
in February, we need to give the names of our drivers to Wheel-
\ l ing Township. Last year, several people wanted to deliver meals
but all of the days were taken.

Meals on Wheels @ has delivered before, or if you

‘ , would like to try it for the first time,
We deliver smiles™ please let Joan W. know as soon as
possible. You can deliver once, twice, or even the same day each
week in the month of March. There is always a warm hello and
thank you, and it is such a good thing to be able to help someone
with a hot meal!
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During the past weeks we have included the
following in special prayer petitions:

Bill W. Y
Bill S. - brother of Judy N. ( ':.,I"-H AN
Jody S. - niece of Judy N. '
Derek C. and Family- friends of Sharon G.
R. Family - friends of Sharon G.

Madeline M. - relative of Bud and Shirley B.
Pat M. - friend of Bev R.

Karin S.

Bruce D. - brother of Nicole S.

Those who mourn:

The family and friends of Thelma Lundgren
The family and friends of former member Edna Weeks

Your Board of Ministers met on Tuesday, January 10th. The following was dis-
cussed:

1) The Epiphany dinner was a great success.

2) The One Day Mission Trip planning group met and will recommend a tentative
schedule of work days.

3) The Nominating Committee is still seeking candidates to fill the two vacant
Board seats. Candidates are to be nominated at the Congregational meeting
on January 22nd.

4) The Winter Board retreat will be held on Saturday February 4th. The retreat will
be from 9:00am - 3:00pm at LCGS.

The next meeting of your Board will be Tuesday February 14th at 7:00pm. All are
welcome.

Gary S., Board President



http://aolsearch.aol.com/aol/imageDetails?s_it=imageDetails&query=praying+hands+clipart&img=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.midohiolaser.com%2Fclipart%2Fpraying%2520hands.jpg&site=&host=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.midohiolaser.com%2Fclipart.htm&width=68&height=101&thumbUrl=http%3
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%Lutheran Social Services of Illinois

Bulletin Notes

THANK YOU!!

Lutheran Social Service of lllinois would like to send you a warm thank you for
providing holiday gifts and gift cards to over 1,000 of our clients. It is because
of your generosity that these children had a wonderful holiday. We are always
humbled by your thoughtfulness not only during the holiday season, but year
round. Thank you again!

LSSI Offers New Therapeutic Foster Care Program

Lutheran Social Services of Illinois (LSSI) is thrilled to announce a new child
focused, evidence-based Therapeutic Foster Care program in Chicago, Aurora,
and Rockford. We are looking for skilled, dedicated adult(s) to provide for 69
months fort a child with challenging behavior. This program provides intensive
24/7 support, training and a highly effective treatment model. For more infor-
mation contact. Rockford i Brittany Matz at (815) 969-8836, ext. 5221; Aurora
A Donna Gregory at (630) 896-2714, ext. 34; Chicagoi Kellye Norris at (312)
949-4843.

Celebrate 150 Years of LSSI!

On October 31, 2017, Lutheran Social Services of lllinois (LSSI) will turn 150!
The organization is planning celebrations and commemorations leading to this
mi |l estone birthday honoring a centur
and wholeness to peopl e and

pl e who have been i mpacted by, or
years who would share their stories. Please contact Barb Hailey, Director of
Communications and Advancement at Barb.Hailey@LSSI.org or (847) 6351686.




News from the Northwest Suburban
By Joanne Dicker, Presiden

Last year was an interesting year for the country and for the Interfai
lercoaster ride, the Interfaith Council stayed on a steady path adher
and community with our neighbors of different beliefs, to encourage
to serve as an ethical and moral voice. We will strive to continue o
our annual programs and we will also be introducing new ones incl

Ly alé&z ¢S oAttt KI @S Gdg2 Of SNH
the other at Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd. Each will disc
look for our upcoming fliers on these events.

July 3GAugust 3rd, we will leave for our 4th Annual Interfaith Service
Greater St. Louis area to help with flood recovery. The St. Louis are
cember of 2015. The inhabitants are still recovering and their feder:
your calendars and join us in this worthy endeavor. All skill levels a
coming.

We will also continue with our annual spring programs: Stamp out
that you will join us on our path this year as we continue to feed the
speak out for civil rights and civil discourse.

Donations may also be made directly to: Northwest Suburban Interf:
Buffalo Grove, IL 60089

THE SHEPHERDOS STAFF
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January 27, 2017

It is the worst feeling of déja vu! lllinois has entered another new year with no state
budget. A new General Assembly has been sworn in and Gov. Rauner delivered his
State of the State address.

| ask that you TAKE ACTIONand ask our state lawmakers for a complete state budget.
Tell Governor Rauner and your legislators to set aside political agendas and present
complete budget proposals that invest in lllinois families and communities.

Providers are not being paid, access to college for young people has been limited,
support for working families has been cut, and proven, cost-effective services for
young parents, at-risk youth, and families struggling with homelessness, mental
health, and violence have been slashed. Across lllinois, our communities are hurting.
This affects ALL of us.

Movement towards a budget has begun, but we are still far from a resolution. NOW is
a critical time for our elected leaders to hear from constituents that Illinois needs a fully
funded year-ong responsible budget supported by adequate revenue.

Together we can bring healing, justice, and wholeness to people and communities.
Thank you for your continued advocacy in urging our legislators and the Governor to
pass a state budget.

In Faith,

Mark Stutrud
President and CEO
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JOYS OF
y SC SUNDAY SCHOOL

T Goop Suer

The young children in our Sunday School have been learning
about Jesus. They liked having a birthday party for baby Jesus in
December, then in January hearing about Jesus as a boy talking
with the temple teachers.

They | earned a new song o00h, Jesus |

Children ages 3 to 11 are welcome to our delightful Sunday
School from 10:30 to 11:30 on February 12 and 26.

1-Day Service Event

The mission of WINGS Program, Inc. is to pro
education and advocacy to end domestic viole
which every domestic violence survivor has a
the cycle of domestic violence. JOIN US FOR
day, February 18th from 9:30 AM to noon. W
Logistics Center, 1265 Oakton Street in EIk G
the narthex. For more information, contact Me
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40 DAYS OF LENT

~ From Ash Wednesday, March 1, 2017 to Easter Sunday, April 16 ~

Theme: WASH ME THOROUGHLY
oWash me thoroughl!y Ffrom my [ niquity,
Psalm 51

Themed sermons preached each Sunday in Lent.
Take home a Lenten Devotional-ELCAWorldHu nger 6 s
Givingd i n -aaldemsdkaropwiftlh pi t so

Or, sign up to receive each devotional via a daily eblast.

Donate oOcleansingdé items (cleaning
Food Pantry throughout Lent.

Option of purchasing bars of soap in the narthex to put in our Food
Pantry. Cash collected for the soap will be given to ELCA World
Hunger.

Five Wednesday evenings during Lent ~ come and participate
5:30 PM--Brief hunger-themed Bible study held in the Music Room
6:00 PMd Lenten Supper with offering designated to World Hunger
7:00 PMd Evening Prayer Worship with Homily by lay leaders

Post Easter: Oneday service project for Good Shepherd volunteers to
bring our collected Food Pantry donations to Wheeling Township to
stock their shelves on April 28th.




