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 Looking ahead 
  
I donõt think thereõs ever been a New Yearõs Day when I 
woke up and felt any different in the brand new year than I 
had felt at the end of the old.   But even though I usually feel 
about the same on January 1 as I did on December 31, itõs 
still an opportunity to look ahead at a bit of whatõs to come. 
  
Not far into the New Year, weõre going to try a different ap-
proach to our Epiphany worship at 6:30 on Friday evening, 
January 6.  Rather than enjoy a meal in All Saints Hall and 
then move on down to the worship space, weõll dine and 
worship at the same time.  This was a common practice in 
the early church (see 1 Corinthians for Paulõs pointers on how, and how not  to do 
this).  Weõll share dinner, an Epiphany blessing and Holy Communion all from the ta-
bles we gather around.  
  
In January, I hope to gather a small team to work with me on planning a calendar of 
one-day mission trips for the year.  I envision 6 or 7 opportunities that would be day 
trips to do a variety of types of work.  If youõre interested in being part of this plan-
ning group, please let me know.   On the topic of mission trips, planning is underway 
for our fourth interfaith trip as well.   We still anticipate a multi-day excursion, but as 
an interfaith group, are planning to shift the days of the week weõre traveling and 
working so as not to conflict with Shabbat.   At the moment, we have three possible 
destinations in mind ð Pontiac, IL (tornado recovery), Jefferson County, MO (flood 
recovery) and Detroit, MI (recovery from a series of òman-made disastersó). 
  
Later in the month, Iõve been invited to preach at Friday night services at Congrega-
tion Beth Am in Buffalo Grove.  Iõm honored by Rabbi Bellowsõ invitation, and hope 
some of you might join me in worshipping with Godõs people at Beth Am on Friday 
evening, January 20.  Rabbi Bellows will joining us for an engaging adult ed session 
on February 5, presenting on the patriarch Isaac. 
  
I hope that January can be a foretaste of the year to come ð embracing new possi-
bilities for worship, planning opportunities to serve people in need, and connecting 
with other people of faith to build up and bless one another.   I hope and pray that 
2017 will be a year rich in Godõs blessings for you and for this community weõre all a 
part of. 
  
                 Pastor Eric 
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Budget Meeting January 8th  
following worship  

 
Please stay after worship on Sunday, January 8th as 
Treasurer Steve Beck presents the budget for 2017.  He 
will answer any questions or comments that you may 

have.  The finalized budget will be officially approved by the congregation at the 
Annual Meeting on Sunday, January 22nd. 

FOREVER YOUNGFOREVER YOUNGFOREVER YOUNG   

Forever Young will not meet in January or February of  2017.  Our next get-together will be Fri-
day, March 3rd at Jamesonôs Restaurant. 

 
Official Notice of  

Annual Congregational Meeting  
 

The 2017 Annual Congregational Meeting of 
Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd, Prospect Heights, Illinois, 

will be held in the sanctuary of the church on 
 

Sunday, January  22, 2017, at 10:45 AM.  
 

A copy of the Bulletin of Reports can be picked up at the church on Sunday, 
January 15th.  All confirmed members on the active roll are eligible to vote. 

(Published in the January, 2017 Staff) 
 

 
Sunday Schedule for January 22nd, 2017  

 9:30 AM - Communion service 
10:45 AM - Annual Congregational Meeting 
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WHO ENJOYS OUR 
SUNDAY SCHOOL? 

 
First ñ the creative leaders  

who plan the lessons.  
Second ñ the song leader and  
the helpers in the classroom  

Third ñ the little children  
who enthusiastically  

sing,  
pray,  

listen,  
participate,  

snack,  
make crafts,  

smile!  
 
 
Itõs      

truly:  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Worship on Epiphany, 
January 6 

 

We celebrate the festival 
of Epiphany on Friday, 
January 6. We will gather 
in All Saints Hall for a meal 
and worship together at 
6:30 PM.  Please join us for 
this special event!   

 
THANK YOU from 

the Children of  
Rogers Park HeadStart 

 

Have you seen all of the Christmas cards on the tree in the Library/lounge?  On 

Tuesday, December13, members of the Social Ministry Committee delivered all of 

your gifts to Rogers Park HeadStart preschool.  There 

were a total of 51 children who each received two gifts..   

We were welcomed with open arms.   Each card is from 

one of the children who attend the  morning sessions.  

We were sung two songs with lots of smiles.  Their Santa 

party in on Thursday, December 15, and lots of little ones will be very happy.  

Thank you all again for supporting this event!!  You are so thoughtful and such a 

good neighbor to the children in Rogers Park!  
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Financial Report for November 

 
           Month       YTD                                                       
  Income      $20,399           $230,173  

  Expenses          23,280            239,616                          

  FUND BALANCE        ($  2,881)           ($   9,442)     
        

Full Finance Reports are posted on the bulletin board by the coffee area. 
   

2017 Offering Envelopes are still in the narthex!!   
 
Please pick up your envelope set as soon as possible.  If you know 
someone who is not able to get to church, consider delivering their 
envelope set to them.  Thanks for your help! 

 

 

 

 
Your Board of Ministers met on Tuesday, December 13, despite the frigid temperature.   Treas-
urer Steve Beck presented the proposed 2017 Budget recommended by the Finance committee 
to the Board.  The budget was approved by the Board and will be presented to the congrega-
tion on Sunday, January 8th.  Thanks to Steve Beck and the other Finance committee members 
for their efforts.   
 
Pastor Eric reported the Mission Trip Planning Team met and discussed several potential sites for 
the 2017 Mission trip.  They will be meeting again next month.  
  
The kitchen has been upgraded with a new tall faucet and dedicated 5 gallon hot water tank. 
 Thanks go out to the hard working and dedicated Property committee members for their tireless 
service to the congregation. 
 
The Nominating committee has been formed and will be seeking individuals to fill 3 Board spots. 
Your Board meets on the 2nd Tuesday of each month at 7:00 pm.  Our meetings typically last  
between 75 and 90 minutes.  Members serve 3 year terms.  Please consider serving and sharing 
your time, talents and treasures. 
 
We are holding a "new member" night Thursday December 15th as a chance to welcome new 
families to the congregation.  
 
Our next Board of Ministers meeting will be January 10th at 7:00 pm, all are welcome. 
 
Gary Smith, Board President 

BOARD BRIEFS 
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www.mcselca.org/ www.lssi.org/  www.elca.org/  www.lwr.org/  www.lutheranworld.org/ www.livinglutheran.com/  
  

MISSION & MINISTRY OF OUR LUTHERAN CHURCH  
¶ community ð region ð worldwide -  

By Bev Moody  

 
There are many informative emails & mailings that I receive as Good Shepherdõs Mission Interpreter 

regarding not only the mission and ministries of our Lutheran church in our Metropolitan Chicago 

Synod and the churchwide ELCA global programs, but also Biblical and spiritual responses to what is 

going on in the world.  

 

Å  Recently ELCA Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton shared an open letter that she sent to the Muslim 

American community on behalf of many Christians in this country.  A copy of that letter follows this 

column. She wrote that in this holy season as we celebrate the light that the darkness cannot over-

come, we are reminded of Godõs gift of life abundant for all.  As Christians we are reminded of Je-

susõ command to òlove your neighbor as yourself.ó 

 

Å  Reading a recent magazine story of a Christian man from Minnesota, I am impressed with his di-

rect words that expressed similar thoughts as Bishop Eaton:  

 òAlways remember the old Native American adage, ônever criticize a person unless youõve walked 
in their shoes.õ  Work to understand different cultures  and different religions. Understand people 
and who they are rather than taking a narrow view.  See the world as it is.  Itõs a very diverse world 
we live in, and becoming more diverse all the time.ó   Norman Carlson in Gustavus Quarterly  

 

Å  Another wonderful quote came in a Christmas greeting: 

 òThe world still longs for peace.  As politicians and madmen quarrel and rant,  letõs turn our atten-
tion away from their ravings and remember that . . . the most important thing we can do is continue 
to believe in the unquenchable power of love and the quiet, eternal power of the peace that passes 
understanding.ó               Julie R. Harris  

 

Å  The Word in Season small devotional book available in our church Narthex has a wonderful re-

minder on how to think positive as we are deluged with daily negative and depressing news.  

 

 Based on Psalm 113, it suggests to start strong and finish strong each day.    

Keep a gratitude journal.  Start each day by identifying tens things for which you are grateful and 

conclude the day by identifying ten more reasons to be thankful. The writer invites us to craft a life 

in which the first words and the last words of each day would be healing words. Over time such 

thankfulness might displace complaint or worry or self -criticism. See God alive and active in our lives 

and find a way to give thanks for that care.  òFrom the rising of the sun to its setting the name of 

the LORD is to be praisedó.     December 21 devotion  

 

 

PRAISE THE LORD!  
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During the past weeks we have included the following in special  
prayer petitions:  
 

Bill Wright  

Derek Caskey  -  friend of Sharon Gorski 

Caskey Family  -  friends of Sharon Gorski 

Randolph Family  -  friends of Sharon Gorski 

Madeline Mahoney  -  relative of Bartelts 

Pat Murray  -  friend of Bev Rossman 

Karin Steffens  

Bruce Dickert  -  brother of Nicole Strauss 

Westgard Family  

Roberts Family  -  friends of Pr. Eric 

Matthew Miller  -  nephew of Karen Neubarth 

Renee Dickert  -  mother of Nicole Strauss 

Phil Gleissner  -  son-in-law of Aileen Seaholm 
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Volunteer to Deliver  

Meals on Wheels  

In March  
 

Those March winds will soon be here along with our church delivering Meals on 

Wheels.  Each year in the month of March, our church delivers meals Monday 

through Friday.  By the third week in February, we need to give the names of our 

drivers to Wheeling Township.  Last year, several people wanted to deliver meals 

but all of the days were taken.  So if you are an òoldtimeró who has delivered be-

fore, or if you would like to try it for the first time, 

please let Joan Welch know as soon as possible.  

You can deliver once, twice, or even the same 

day each week in the month of March.  There is 

always a warm hello and thank you, and it is 

such a good thing to be able to help someone 

with a hot meal!  

http://aolsearch.aol.com/aol/imageDetails?s_it=imageDetails&query=praying+hands+clipart&img=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.midohiolaser.com%2Fclipart%2Fpraying%2520hands.jpg&site=&host=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.midohiolaser.com%2Fclipart.htm&width=68&height=101&thumbUrl=http%3
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Thank you  to those who ordered the Shop ð Share ð Donate gift cards in 2016.  During the year there were 431 cards 
purchased and LCGS received a donation of $955.67 from these purchases.    
 
On behalf of Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd donations were made from these funds to:   

$150.67 to the Wheeling Township Food pantry in cash and non -perishable items,  
$ 90.20 to the March World Hunger Campaign  
$159.55 to the June Mission Trip  
$ 56.00 to the October Crop Walk  
$ 74.25 to Trinidad Tree Gifts   
$ 75.00 to ELCA Good Gifts    and  
$350.00 to the LCGS Endowment Fund.  

 
Thankyou..Thankyou..Thankyou..Thankyou..Thankyou..Thankyou..Thankyou.. 

 
The next ordering date will be January 8 th  (Second Sunday)  

Cards purchased will be delivered January 15th.  

 
Whether you shop at Jewel or Marianoõs for groceries, Kohlõs, Carsonõs or J. C. Penneyõs for clothes, Home Depot, Lowes 
or JoAnn Fabrics for home improvement and craft supplies, eat at Panera Bread, Subway or Starbucks, or purchase gift 
cards for ITunes, gas and AMC Theater for family and friends consider purchasing gifts for these purchases through 
the Shop -Share -Donate program at LCGS.   
 
Browse through the list of available gift cards on the vendor list to see what gift cards you can use for yourself or as a 
gift.  These gift cards work just like cash.  If you purchase a $25 gift card, you receive a $25 card to use when you pay 
for groceries, gas, clothes or other items.  (Shop and Share) LCGS receives between 2% and 25% rebate from the gift 
cards purchased (the Donation).  
  

Did you know - 
January 19 th  is òpopcorn dayó     
January 23 rd  is òNational Pie dayó   
 ð consider purchasing Jewel, Marianoõs or Walmart cards to purchase these items and celebrate.  Yum 

 
January 29th is National Puzzle Day ð Barnes and Nobel has puzzles, pick up a card and purchase a puzzle or two 

during winter hibernation.  
 
Sunday February 5th is Super Bowl Sunday ð consider purchasing a Jewel, Marianoõs or Walmart cards to purchase 

your Super Bowl Sunday treats.  
 
Note: You can submit an order any time before the next ordering date... just place your order form and payment in the 
Worship and Music mail box located in the hall outside the church office.  Order forms (vendor lists) are located in the 
Shop-Share -Donate box and on the kiosk.  You can either fill out a form or write down the list of cards you want to or-
der on a piece of paper with your name and phone number.  Checks should be made payable to LCGS.  Place your order 
and payment in the box marked Shop -  Share ðDonate located in the Narthex or leave it the Worship and Music mail 
box located in the hall outside the church office.  
 

CHECK OUT THE FULL VENDORõS LIST POSTED ON THE KIOSK.  
 
You can also log on to www.mannagroup.net ð click on Vendor List from the menu on the left to browse through the ven-
dor list.  If you have any questions about the program, please contact Denise Marriner 847 -541-7412  
 

 Shop -  Share ðDonate  in this monthly fundraiser.  
 

Donations received in January will be applied to the Roof Repair Loan  

http://www.mannagroup.net
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Our students, teachers and helpers have 

been enjoying Sunday School!  As you can 

see from the pictures below, the children 

are interested, engaged, and excited about 

what they are learning!  Many thanks  to 

everyone who has volunteered, worked 

and planned to make this possible! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday School will be on January 8 and January 22  from 10:30 to 11:30 AM.  

On Sunday, January 29 (fifth Sunday of the month),  Pastor Eric will be giving a  

childrenõs sermon during the 9:30 AM worship service.  


