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Sharing the Good News

On Wednesday evening, Apri/l 27,
team hosted an Evangelism Forum. This was an opportunity to
gather people working on evangelism from different congrega-

tions in the Metro Chicago Synod so we could share joys, concerns
and ideas. This event was publicized through the Synod, and con-
gregations from as far away as Elgin and Park Forest sent people

to join us.

We began by sharing a little bit about our congregations. As each
person shared about his or her congregation, many of the same
things came up. oOWe dondét have
0Our church is an ol der crowd. 6
families. o OWedre not sure wha
these things were surprising.

One topic of conversation that came up was O
pastor insisted that the congregation needed to get active with evangelism. Everyone nodded

in agreement. He went on to say that the pastor also thought getting out and knocking on
strangersd doors should be the cornerstone of
teers. The consensus was that the day of wa
ringing the doorbell to tell them about church has passed. But what will rise up in place of this?

One other congregation had held study groups
Good Shepherd, they also had a few different groups that enjoyed studying the book together,

but were then unsure of where to go from there. One congregation spoke very highly of their
pastords efforts to be a presence in the wid
since | started at Good Shepherd nearly five years ago (can it really be that long ago?!).

We shared our experience of reaching out to both active and inactive members with our every
member visitation last year. We found in conversation that reaching inactive members is a ques-
tion many congregations are wrestling with. We also touched on follow -up with visitors. A col-
league of mine advocated strongly for quick, personal follow -up with visitors beyond a letter 9 if
they |l eft a phone number. He said if peopl e
getting a phone call. | would tend to agree with him, and will plan to make more phone calls in
addition to the notes we send to visitors who leave info for us. We also shared our experience

of having people offer 0God Momentsdé as a wa)
about our faith. Several people asked if the
sheet we passed around.

| was glad to have the opportunity to visit with folks who are wrestling with the same issues and
seeking to find new ways forward. | was encouraged to see that we are not alone in the chal-
lenges we face. As folks from other congregations were asking what their evangelism teams

might do, | was also impressed with what our Withess Team has done. Evangelism is a highly
chall enging endeavor, and I d&dm thankful to the¢
ask all of you to lift up our Withess Team in prayerd both to give thanks for their work, and to

ask for Gododés blessing and guidance as they

Pastor Eric

wa n i

v an

19}
—_
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Serving in Worship This Month

Lay Reader: Communion Deacon: Assisting Minister:
May 1. Mel i ssa OO0Kee Stdffens Fred Morey
May 8: (None needed) Bev Blaise Dick Moody
May 15: Cathy Buffa Karen Neubarth (needed)
May 22: Bud Bartelt Shirley Bartelt (needed)
May 29: Lou Minnich Michael Maloney (needed)

Altar Guild: Greeters

May 1. Karen Neubarth Joe & Judy Nowak

May 8: Barb & Don Hardt Jan Zitzewitz

May 15: Barb & Don Hardt Sharon Gorski

May 22: Barb Kiehn Janie Holbach

May 29: Barb Kiehn Denise Marriner

We extendour deepest thanksto these dedicated individuals.
Volunteers are always needed call the church office to sign up!

Adult Education
Opportunities During the past weeks we
have included the following
Adult Education typically meets on the in special prayer petitions:

1st and 3rd Sundays of the month follow-
ing worship from September until May.
Topics vary, from Bible study to current Bill Wright

events to church history. Guest present- ) :
ers add to the variety throughout the Dee Goben- mother of Jill Bartelt

year as well. Come join us for presenta- Mark Weiberg - friend of Bartelts

tions and discussion aimed atdeepening Emily Wills - friend of Eric Enskat
your faith and equipping you to follow Dorothy Ptack- friend of Sharon Gorski
your calling in the world, whatever that Sarah Wille

calling mighEEey Vivian Krieg - relative of Nancy Krieg

Marilee Cederlund- friend of Bev Rossman
Mayl - oHow Lut her a = sJanetNoteye r -
pret the Bible: Determining Edwardo Vargas- neighbor of Sharon Gorski

Right from Wrong«

Those who mourn:

May 15 - Christian Iconography The family and friends of Tiiu Hedlund

in Ancient Metalwork


http://aolsearch.aol.com/aol/imageDetails?s_it=imageDetails&query=praying+hands+clipart&img=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.midohiolaser.com%2Fclipart%2Fpraying%2520hands.jpg&site=&host=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.midohiolaser.com%2Fclipart.htm&width=68&height=101&thumbUrl=http%3
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Friday, May 6 (11:30 AM)
Lunch Lovers-Bi aggi 6 s, 20560 N. Rand Road, Deer “Park
Call Lew Gray (847-259-9728) to confirm your attendance.

Friday, June 3 (11:30 AM)
Lunch Loversi County Line Tavern, 800 W. Lake Cook Road, Buffalo Grove

Call Skip Hedlund (847-986-4016) to confirm your attendance.

Bi rgit %s
Ladies!

Brigit's Love of Yarn Ladies will take the summer off and will be busy
making infant hats for newborns and preemies at Lutheran General
Hospital. We hope you can join us in this endeavor. Our next get to-
gether will be in September. We meet in the Library/Lounge on the
third Tuesday of the month at 7pm. Enjoy your summer everyone!

Save the Date!!

Saturday, July 9th!
8:00 AM fi 3:00 PM!

Lutheran Church of the . ~ .
GOOD SHEPHERD 2016 oEvervoneos a Nel

Prospect Heights, lllincis

Flea Market & Rummage Sale!

Think about registering for a spot at our 8th annual Flea Market.
Save your gently  -used, clean clothing and household items for
donating to the Church Rummage Sale.
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1) In continuing to explore ways to utilize our building's space for the community, we may con-
tact an organization that specializes in connecting churches having available space with organi-
zations in the area in need of space.

2) We are extending an invitation to a graduate student intern who has expertise in assessing
the needs of senior citizens based on the available local servicesWe're hopeful this will help us
in determining the feasibility of hosting a senior day each week. The intern also has experience
In working with dementia patients.

3) A Childrends Task Force met April 5th to
They are using a two prong approach, reaching out to the congregation members to consider
volunteering to be a teacher/teacher's helper, as well as finding a member to spearhead an ap-
proach to attract children in the community who may be interested in attending Sunday School.

4) After a very informative session on the use of our new AED, we are arranging to have a ses-
sion(s) on CPR training. The cost is $25/person and we're looking at mid to late May for the
training.

5) Lastly, | wanted to remind everyone that the Board meets the second Tuesday of the month at
7:00 pm and all are invited to attend. However, we're aware that everyone who might like to
attend may not be able to for whatever reason. In that case, if you have an idea, question, or
concern that you would like to present to the Board, please feel free to reach out to Karen Spei-
del our Board VP or myself, (or anyone else on the Board) after church and we'll be glad to add
your comments to the next meeting's agenda.

Thanks,
Gary Smith, Board President

- The Care Team
Needs Your
Help

With a portion of our congregation aging and no
longer able to drive, it has become more important to

Sunday, May 15th find volunteers who would be willing to pick up mem-
. ‘ bers of our church family for Sunday morning wor-
IS PENTECOST SUNDAY. ship. A large contingent lives at Luther Village in Ar-

lington Heights, although there are some in other lo-
cations. Would you prayerfully consider being a part
Remember to of this compassionate ministry? If so, please call:

WEAR RED Pastor Eric (847 -537-4353)
on this special day! Bev Moody (847 -913-0804)
Jan Zitzewitz (847 -520-7656)
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:*******************************:
* Financial Report for March *
: Month YTD :
* Income $30,963 $81,744 *
: Expenses 24,699 67,479 :
* FUND BALANCE $ 6,264 $ 14,265 *
* Full Finance Reports are posted on the bulletin board by the coffee area. *
1 6.0.6.6.6.6.00.600.0.0.20.2020202022806006666066606 6

Social Ministrydos Ohg«

In the month of May, $600.00 from the Generosity Fund will be given
to the Kingswood United Methodist Church to help with their PADS
program. This program runs from October through April. They are in
need of new mats and linens and we thought this would be an excellent way to be a good
neighbor to our community. The PADS Program Director at Kingswood was very happy to hear
that they will be able to purchase the needed supplies!

Summer Suppers for the Homeless continues
this year as we once again reach out to help
those suffering in our area. The dinners are
served from 6:30 PM to 8:30 PM. This year we
will host dinners on Monday, May 30th and
- Monday, August 29th . A list of food items
- needed will be in the narthex. Any donations
you could provide would be MUCH appreci-
- - ated! All of you who cook, serve and clean up
are mvaluableI The people who come for the meals are so appreciative, and

be struggling without your help. All leftover food is taken to Jour-
ine. Be watching for ways that you can help. Thanks in advance!

May 1st and May 8th. Purchase dark chocolate or mint
candy bars to add a little sweetness to your already sweet

| ady for Mot herds Day. Ladi
yourself - you deserve it! Look for the Social Ministry sales
table to get yours!
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Attention Golfersl!!!
Mark Your Calendar
NOW!!

Good Shepherddbs annual L ut r
place on Saturday, June 25th at Rob Roy Golf Course in
Prospect Heights. Teeoff times begin at 10:00 AM. A sign-
up sheet is on the kioski sign up your foursome, or jUSt
sign up as a single and we will

hook you up with a group. This __ .
event is always loads of fun and a

great time to get together with =
your Good Shephe Do
miss it!

W W W W W W W W W W W i Ve W W
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www.mcselca.org/ www.lIssi.org/ www.elca.org/ www.lwr.org/ www.lutheranworld.org/ www.livinglutheran.com/

MISSION & MINISTRY OF OUR LUTHERAN CHURCH

- community 9 region 0 worldwide -

By Bev Moody, LCGS Mission Interpreter

Luther and Lutheranism
Martin Luther (1483 -1546)

Martin Luther was eight years old when Christopher Columbus set
. sail from Europe and landed in the Western Hemisphere. Luther
was a young monk and priest when Michaelangelo was painting
the Sistine Chapel in Rome. A few years later, he was a junior fac-
ulty member at a new university in small-town Germany, intently

studying the Scriptures, Ocaptijvat
understanding Paul i n the Epist|le
In these days Luther was tormented by the demand for righteous-
ness before God. o0l did not | ovje
who punishes sinners, and secretly, if not blasphemously, certainly
mur muring greatly, | was angry with God. 6 Th
message of the Scriptures became clear, like a longhut door opening wide. When he real-
ized that a omerci ful God justifies us by fai
had entered paradise itself through open gat
What Luther discovered is the freedom of Chri
| ater wrote, oFaith is Godods work in wus. It (
This faith is a living, busy, active, mighty thing. It is impossible for it not to be doing good
wor ks incessantly. Faith is a |iving, daring
that believers would stake their I ives on it
This discovery set L ufibotemistiown life anfd kis pabiic service aw | ¢ 0 |

preacher and teacher. When a church-endorsed sales team came to the Wittenberg area in
October, 1517, Luther was concerned that the promotion and sale of indulgences under-
mi ned the promise of Godds unreserved merc
ise. His95 Thesesor Disputation on the Power and Efficacy of Indulgences became the first
of a lifedong stream of books, sermons, letters, essays, even hymns in which he expressed
his confidence in this life-giving promise from God, the Gospel, and its liberating implica-
tions for all of life in church and society.

Coming in 2017: 500" anniversary of the Reformation
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Learn CPR/

The Prospect Heights Fire Department is offering
CPR classes for our church members on Wednes-
day, June 8 at 1:00 PM, or Saturday, June 11 at
9:00 AM. The cost is $25.00. A sign up sheet is in
the narthex. Please sign up for the date/time you
prefer. The classes will take place at the Prospect
Heights Fire Department facility.

Summer Suppedis You O r e

On Monday, May 30, we will be serving our first of two Summer

it is Memorial Day weekend, we thought you may like to come

too! There are several reasons for thisi first, to enjoy a good

old summer hot dog & hamburger barbeque, and second, to

enjoy the company of those less fortunate. The homeless that

come to our church for a meal are very appreciative and thank-

ful. Enjoy a meal with someone new! The doors will be open

from 6:30 PM to 8:00 PM. A sign up sheet is in the narthexf

pl ease sign up to |l et us know youdre coming
the holiday weekend with good food and good fellowship, and the knowledge that you are

doing a GOOD thing!

“"40 Days baflafantagtic auicdme as
together we addressed hunger issues during the
Lenten season. Pastor Eric emphasized hungry
in his sermons, members used daily devotions
written by ELCA leaders about world hunger,
and we responded with gifts of food and
money.

Thank you for all the food and donations given
to the Wheeling Township Food Pantry, and the volunteers for the Service Day to sort and pack
the shelves at their large Pantry.

ELCA World Hunger received a check of $1,329.24 from our congregation! Thank you for your
generosity of financial support for the work of ELCA World Hunger during the entire Lenten
season.Your donations in offering envelopes and OF
Shop-ShareDonate for March was $90; Generosity Fund gift was $300; and the offerings from

the Lenten suppers designated for World Hunger came to over $450. These many ways of giv-

ing added up to the gift of over $1,300.

Thank God for guiding us in our Lenten Fast of giving and sharing.



