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This summer I have been so mindful of the Wisdom
God provides us, for it truly is one of those blessings
we gain over time because of mistakes and failures
that happen in our lives. Wisdom is not something
that is quickly downloaded, but takes time and a
willingness to learn from our mistakes and appreciate what we have gained from those experiences.
Wisdom is a gift from God and has always been
considered one of God’s richest blessings.
Many things come into our lives and we must make
wise choices about what we will embrace and
what we will let go. And that leads us into the
need we have for living an attitude of gratitude.
Our attitude about life will reward us in finding what we are looking for. If we
are looking for the beauty that God provides us each day, we will find it and
give thanks for it. If we are looking for the negative or downers of life, we will
find those as well. Like the birds of the air, we can be hummingbirds looking
for fresh clean blossoms that are filled with life and sweetness, or be like vultures that look for things of the past that are dead and awful. Life contains the
good and the bad, the beautiful and the ugly, the right and the wrong, and
we must be careful in our choices.
As St. Paul wrote, the days are evil so we must be cautious how we live
life. We are to seek that which is good, live a life of sobriety, and rejoice in
what God has provided us. I must admit, I like people who are positive and
appreciate what life has given them, for they are fun to be with, they are a
people that affirm what is good, and they share who they are and what they
have. They are a delight from God.
I am thankful for what many of you offer so that we were able to have 2 services each Sunday this summer. I am thankful for those with special gifts and
who are willing to share them with us. I am thankful for each of you who attended our services, for those who contribute to this ministry, and for those
who give so freely of themselves to minister to those in our community who
are in need of help. So, as we get into these autumn days, enjoy what God
has given us and share that joy with one another, and learn from God what is
truly important for such wisdom is truly from God.
Pastor Dave
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2020 Flea Market Cancelled
It is with deep regret that, because of the Covid-19 pandemic, this year’s Flea Market and Rummage Sale has had to be cancelled. We know that many of you have been saving your gentlyused item to donate to the Rummage Sale and now need another outlet for those donations.
Below is a list of places you can take them to.
RESALE AND THRIFT STORES
Go to the stores’ Website or Facebook for details of accepted donations.
Safety: stores request donations of clothing & soft items in sealed bags and household items in sealed boxes.

Home of the Sparrow Stores - https://www.hosparrow.org Benefiting homeless women and children 275 E
Northwest Highway, Palatine, IL 60067 (847) 705-6852. Donations accepted Tuesday & Saturdays only: 10 am
to 5 pm at 7 locations (Algonquin, Cary, McHenry, Mundelein, Palatine, Third Lake, Woodstock)
Community Threads - 250 West Rand Road, Arlington Heights (847) 818-1630 (part of the Home of
the Sparrow organization)
Furniture Pick-Up - Logistics@hosparrow.org Donation & Logistics - (815)271-5444 x241
Lucille Store - http://www.shoplucille.org Benefits Chicago youth development programs 1101 E Rand Road,
Arlington Heights, 847-749-2928. Open Thursday & Friday 10-7, Saturday 10-5:30, Sunday 12-5:30. Accepts
donations during store hours - limit to 5 bags/boxes. Free pick-up of pre-approved furniture
Wings Stores - https://wingsprogram.com (3 locations) Benefits Breaking the Cycle of Domestic Violence 1302 N. Rand
Rd., Arlington Heights, IL 60004 (847) 963-0861. Mon-Fri: 10am – 5pm, Sat: 10am – 4pm, Sun: 11am – 4pm
No furniture or large items at this time.

LARGER THRIFT ORGANIZATIONS:
AmVets - https://www.ilamvets.org
https://amvetsdonationpickup.com — Donation pick-up can be arranged
but NO furniture or appliances: (708)-388-7800
Chicago Furniture Barn – https://www.chicagofurniturebank.org Monday – Friday 9 am-5 pm
Contact (312)-752-0211. A financial donation is required for pick-up of furniture and appliances – read details on
website – tab DONATE. Option: Can drop-off furniture at warehouse - 4800 W Roosevelt Rd, Chicago, IL,
60644 (Cicero and Roosevelt).
Goodwill Store and Donations – https://www.goodwill.org/locator/ 1551 N. Dryden Ave, Arlington Heights
(847) 670-7311 (The store on Rand Rd. is closed.) Mon-Sat 9am-7pm; Sunday 9am–5pm
Goodwill Donation Center: 726 S. Buffalo Grove Road, Buffalo Grove (NW corner of Dundee and BG Road)
(847) 947-2816 Mon-Sat 9am-7pm; Sunday 9am–6pm
Other Donation Centers in Libertyville and Palatine
Salvation Army - https://satruck.org Arlington Heights (IL) Family Store & Donation Center 1035 E. Rand
Rd, Arlington Heights, IL, 60004 -- 10am-6pm Monday - Saturday. Pick-ups may be suspended -1-800-728-7825
Email: satruck_chicagocentral@usc.salvationarmy.org
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News from the Northwest Suburban Interfaith Council
By Joanne Dicker, President

I hope and pray that you and your loved ones are safe and healthy. We wish all those celebrating the holidays of Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur a “Shanah Tovah,” a good year and
may everyone in our community be blessed with health and happiness.
This year, we find ourselves put through many tests and trials. So many things that we would
have taken for granted months ago are now memories: shaking hands, hugging or even being in the same room! A virtual world of contact has now become the norm. However, for
many of us, our neighbors and our friends, a virtual world is simply not enough. They cannot
survive without some assistance. Our traditions tell us that we should feed the hungry.
Please help us feed the hungry. Drop off food at our food pantries or donate to the Interfaith
Council. The locations of the food pantries for food donations and food and toiletry assistance are listed on the next page.
We are working on a book drive for pre-school children. Help us to open their world and
their imaginations through reading! We are collecting gently used or new books. This initiative seeks to support and encourage parents to read to their children. We also endeavor to
help pre-school children gain confidence in their reading ability, in English, Spanish or both.
These books would be made available for free in a variety of community facilities such as
laundromats, food pantries, preschools, churches and synagogues. Did you know that 70%
of people in jail or in juvenile court can’t read past the third grade, and 80% of school dropouts can’t read past the third grade? If you have books to donate call us at 224-699-0386.
Lift your spirits. Join the interfaith community and strengthen interfaith dialogue between
Muslim, Jewish and Christian communities through music and laughter. Attend the Potluck
for Peace: Thursday, September 10, 2020 at 7:00 p.m. (Sponsored by the Children of
Abraham Coalition.)
May we see improvement in our lives, joy in our souls and a commitment to make the world
a better place for our families, friends, neighbors and those we have yet to meet.
For more information on any of our programs, please contact us by e-mail or telephone:
nwsinterfaith@gmail.com, 224-699-0386 or visit our website at:
http://www.northwestsuburbaninterfaith.org. Donations may be made directly to:
Northwest Suburban Interfaith Council, PO Box 5301, Buffalo Grove, IL 60089
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Our food pantries and many of your neighbors
desperately need your help!
Due to the continued issues with the Corona virus, many more of our neighbors are in need of
food and every day supplies. Please help us support our local food pantries either through
monetary donations or purchasing of needed supplies. If you are in need, see the list below of
our food pantries and the township food pantries.
If you are able, please purchase and donate any of the following items: canned soup, canned
chili, crackers, shampoo, canned fruit, cereals, ramen noodles, toilet Paper, canned
vegetables, peanut butter, pasta sauce, paper towels, grape jelly, oatmeal, soap, flour,
boxed pasta, mac & cheese, Spaghetti O’s, snacks, canned tuna, canned chicken,
bagged rice, toothpaste, baby diapers, vegetable oil, laundry detergent.
Locations of our food pantries, pick up and drop of hours: (Please note that many food pantries
have geographical restrictions for food distribution:)
1. St. Mary Parish: 10 N. Buffalo Grove Road, Buffalo Grove. Food Donations will be collected on the first weekend of the month: Saturdays from 3:30 to 5:00 p.m. and Sunday
from 8:30 to 10:30 a.m. If you cannot donate at these times, please contact the parish office
at 847-541-1450 ext. 131 to make arrangements.
2. Kingswood Methodist Church: 401 W. Dundee Road, Buffalo Grove, IL. Food donations
are collected 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Please leave food donations inside the church on the
east side entrance on the tables provided.
3. St. Alphonsus: 411 N. Wheeling Road, Prospect Heights. Food donations are collected
between 9:00 a.m. and 5 p.m. Monday through Friday near the school entrance facing
Wheeling Road.
4. Beth Am: 1377 Abbot Court, Buffalo Grove
Township pantries:
1. Vernon Township: 3050 N. Main Street, Buffalo Grove: Donations of non-perishable foods
are accepted 9am to 1pm.
2. Wheeling Township: 1616 N Arlington Heights Rd, Arlington Heights, IL 60004. (847) 2597730. Donations of food are accepted Monday –Friday from 9 a.m.–4 p.m.
Thank you so much for your help! Stay healthy and safe!

PAGE 6

THE SHEPHERD’S STAFF

PAGE 7

THE SHEPHERD’S STAFF

PAGE 8

THE SHEPHERD’S STAFF

I Will Call
Upon the Lord
I will call upon the Lord
Who is worthy to be praised.
So shall I be saved from my enemies.
The Lord liveth and blessed be the Rock
And let the God of my salvation be exalted.
—Michael O’Sheilds

Life rarely goes as we’ve planned. If you’re not living the life you thought you’d
have, you have plenty of company. Life, it seems, is what happens when we
had other things planned.
Such was the case with Asa, ancient king of Judah. A vast army took up battle
positions against him To his credit, Asa called on the Lord for help. Maybe he
even sang a song like this one – for the Lord indeed saved him from his enemies.
When a friend shares bad news, or a job promotion passes you by, or your kids
act like they hate each other, where do you turn for help? Turn first to God’s
throne and call upon Him. Our Savior stands there, interceding for us. He is always asking His Father for the strength and courage we need to find victory.
This requires that we stop focusing on our problems, trying to figure everything
out, and thinking it's all up to us. When we call upon the LORD, He fights for us.
He has the power to change circumstances, create new solutions, and sharpen
our perspective With our eyes off our problems, the battle is won. Then we can
join the chorus and exalt the God of our salvation
Then Asa called to the Lord his God and said, “Lord, there is no one like you to help the powerless
against the mighty. Help us, O Lord our God, for we rely on you, and in your name we have come
against this vast army. O Lord, you are our God; do not let man prevail against you.” (2 Chronicles
14:11)

PRAYER: Ask the Lord to help you call upon Him with your battles, your fears, and your worries. And trust Him for the victory.
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JOYS OF
SUNDAY SCHOOL
Jesus said to his disciples: “Let the little children come to me: do not stop them
for it is to such of these that the kingdom of God belongs.” Mark 10:14

If you know of children between the ages of 3 and 11 years who do not
have a church home, please invite them to
experience the Joys of Sunday School at Good Shepherd.
We are sorry that we cannot have in-person Sunday School classes at
this time. However, our teachers will be reaching out to each student
during the COVID-19 with packets sent to their homes.
If you want more information about our Sunday School,
contact the church office.
Sunday School information and registration forms
are available by contacting the church office.

Flu Shot Sunday
This year we will once again offer flu shots after worship. The
date is yet to be decided. Watch your email for more information on date and time.

Financial Report for July
Income
Expenses
FUND BALANCE

Month
$18,512
16,469
$ 2,043

YTD
$ 138,879
133,111
$ 5,769

Full Finance Reports are posted on the bulletin board by the coffee area.
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Walk. Give. Change the world.

Northwest Community Crop Hunger Walk
The Walk is virtual, but the need could not be more real!
CROP Hunger Walks are happening in a new way! To keep everyone safe
and healthy, Walks are going virtual – either walking alone,
with immediate family or in small groups walking a safe distance apart.
The work of CWS and our local hunger agencies continues – and with the
possibility of a global famine on the horizon, raising money for
vulnerable people is more needed than ever.
Join us – virtually - as we continue our shared commitment to stand up for the
poor, the forgotten, those left behind. Our Spring CROP Hunger Walks were down
nearly $1 million this year. It is urgent that this fall we continue to raise funds to
provide permanent solutions to hunger, poverty, displacement and disaster.
Keep watching for more details on how to participate.
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“For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor
powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in
Christ Jesus our Lord” (Romans 8:38-39).

Friends,
Fueled by a heat wave and ignited by lightning strikes, some of the worst wildfires in California’s history
have erupted across the state. At least four people have died, tens of thousands of people are under
evacuation orders, over 1 million acres have burned, and more than 1,000 structures have been destroyed
and thousands more are threatened. Some evacuees face the difficult decision of whether to stay in a shelter during the COVID-19 pandemic.
Lutheran Disaster Response is engaging with Lutheran Social Services of Southern California and Lutheran
Social Services of Northern California, along with the three California synods (Sierra Pacific, Southwest California and Pacifica), to assess the situation and determine the best ways to respond. We expect immediate
needs to include food and other life necessities, as well as emotional and spiritual care for those who have
been traumatized. Long-term recovery assistance may include rebuilding and repairing homes.
You can support wildfire survivors. Gifts to “U.S. Wildfires” will be used in full (100%) to assist those affected
by wildfires until the response is complete.
Please join me in praying for those whose lives are being impacted by disasters at this time: wildfires,
COVID-19, severe storms, hurricanes and more. Even as we face multiple crises, by working together, we
can reflect Christ’s light and hope to our neighbors in their time of need.
With gratitude for your partnership,
The Rev. Daniel Rift
Director, ELCA World Hunger and Lutheran Disaster Response Funding
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
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More Than $600,000 in
Humanitarian Aid for
Refugees Destroyed in
Beirut Explosion
Three Lutheran World Relief 40-foot shipping containers filled with humanitarian aid
that included thousands of handmade quilts and baby-care items were destroyed in the
devastating August 4 explosions at the port of Beirut, Lebanon.
The shipment, also included school supplies for students and personal care kits, destined
for refugees living in Lebanon, principally from Syria and the Palestinian territories. The
containers were part of a shipment to be distributed by Anera, an NGO and longtime Lutheran World Relief partner that provides humanitarian assistance and sustainable development to advance the well-being of refugees and other vulnerable communities in the
Middle East.
The total value of the lost shipments was approximately $624,000. The loss of more than
22,000 quilts, sewn by individuals and members of Lutheran congregations across the U.S.,
could mean a more bitter winter for thousands of refugees, said Melanie Gibbons, deputy
director, outreach and engagement at Lutheran World Relief. "Our quilts are made with
love by those who painstakingly craft them, and they’re deeply appreciated by the people
in distress who receive them, both for the warmth and the message of care they provide,"
Gibbons said.
In addition, the shipping containers held 100 cartons of kits filled with school supplies,
300 cartons of personal care kits and 125 cartons of baby care kits.
"Our hearts are breaking as we grieve and pray with our brothers and sisters in Beirut,"
said Daniel Speckhard, president & CEO of Lutheran World Relief. "We are committed to
replacing the aid that was lost and are working on an emergency response to provide assistance as the city recovers and rebuilds."
The explosions killed more than 150 people, injured more than 5,000 and left at least
300,000 without shelter. The blast was strong enough to register as the equivalent of a
3.3-magnitude earthquake and was felt as far as Cyprus, 150 miles away. How to help:
Donate online: https://lwr.org/beirut
 Donate by Phone: +1 (800) 597.5972
Donate by Mail: Lutheran World Relief, PO Box 17061, Baltimore, MD 21297-1061
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Hunger Drives
Since April, Good Shepherd been about the business of helping our neighbors in need by holding
Hunger Drives. Your response has been amazing!
So many generous people took it upon themselves
to purchase extra items to donate for people in
need, and to bring those items to the church parking lot where volunteers received them and transferred them to vehicles to be taken to Wheeling
Township Food Pantry. Each time we were overwhelmed at the amount of food and paper goods
that were donated and that could do so much to
help people in need during this very difficult time.
Mark your calendar for the next two Hunger Drives: Friday, September 11th and
Friday, October 9th from 10:00 AM to noon. All donations are so appreciated by
Wheeling Township and especially by those they serve!

Operation Christmas Child (Shoebox Project) 2020
Will Happen!
Even in the face of a pandemic, we still plan to take part in this annual event
that reaches out to children all over the world. It will be done differently this year,
but we are determined to be a part of this effort. For many children who
will receive these gifts, it will be the only Christmas present they receive.
They are SO grateful and appreciative!
We will begin this project starting at the beginning of October and ending
the week of November 16-23. As it gets closer, we will give you additional
information as to how we are going to go about it this year. Be watching!
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Christmas in July
On behalf of the Social Ministry Committee, we would like to thank the
entire congregation for their overwhelming support of this year’s
Christmas in July event! Thanks to you, we were able to provide all of
the school supplies (and more) that were requested by School District
#23, and enough hygiene products for 40 families in School District
#21. In addition, a generous number of gift cards were also donated
to each district for distribution to their families in need. The following is a list of our donations (and see pictures on the next page!).
20 - 3-Ring Case-It Binders with straps
10 - Headphones
10 - 3-Ring Zippered Notebook Pouches
10 - 7-Pocket Expanding Files
162 - Toothbrushes
50 - Toothpastes
180 - Bars of Soap
40 - Deodorants
41 - Body Lotions
40 - Shampoos
40 - Conditioners
$1,100 in Gift Cards
Both districts were VERY appreciative of the support from LCGS, especially as they see
more families struggling this year due to the pandemic. The donations WILL help to
make a difference in the lives of families in need within our community. Our call to action during a very unusual and challenging time in our world has been a testament to
our faith here at Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd. Thank you again for your generous support.
“For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand,
that we should walk in them.” Ephesians 2:10

The following is a thank you which we received from District 23:

Dear Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd,
I wanted to sincerely thank you for your generous donation of school supplies to Prospect Heights School District 23. We have been blessed by your kindness in the past, but
this year the needs are greater and you showed your support through supplies and gift
cards. We so appreciate it. Again, thank you for continuing to support the students at
District 23.
Blessings, Rachel Curran
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Christmas in July

Renew, Revise, and Rekindle Task Force
The Task Force has been meeting regularly since mid-March.
The Witness Team has joined the Task Force as we discuss outreach to our neighbors to share the message of God’s love
through witness, worship, and service. To date:
+ Congregation members are praying on Fridays at 6 PM for guidance of the Holy Spirit
for our goals
+ An inspirational postcard was mailed to 2500 neighborhood households in May
+ Research, design, and editing to enhance our website and social
media directed toward visitors and seekers
+ Working with property committee to improve church sign
+ Boulevard signs on #83 to welcome visitors to worship services
+ Business cards to share with visitors, friends, and strangers

LUTHERAN CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
A CONGREGATION OF THE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH IN AMERICA
A STEPHEN MINISTRY CONGREGATION

1111 N. Elmhurst Road
Prospect Heights, IL 60070

Rev. David Beese, Pastor

Phone: 847-537-4353

Gloria Sun Oh, Organist

E-mail the church office at
goodshepnk@aol.com

“Knowing Christ and Making Him Known”

We’re on the web:
www.lcgoodshepherd.com

Susan Baushke, Choir Director
Nancy Krieg, Office Administrator

