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Have you ever heard or used the phrase, “consider the 
source?”   Usually these words express a rather sarcastic, 
cutting view of another person’s words or opinions, 
right?   We don’t normally encourage the use of this  
derisive phrase in church, to be sure.  But maybe we 
should. 
  
Did you know that there’s an excellent theological usage 
of the phrase, “Consider the source?” These words can 
point you and me to our wonderful God as the Creator, 
the Provider, the Supplier of all of our blessings, gifts,  
assets, resources, abilities, possessions, and talents.  God 
is the Source!  Stop for a few minutes and make a mental 
mini-catalog of everything that’s good and positive in 
your life.  Consider the source.  Take a few minutes more 
and reflect on the life that you have to live this day, with 
all its positives and negatives, with all its challenges and potential.  Consider the 
source.  Spend a final, few minutes, thinking about your family, friends and  
acquaintances, community, church, nation, Planet Earth.  Consider the source. 
  
One of the central teachings of the Bible is that our God is the Maker and Owner of 
all things.  Everything we possess, everything we enjoy, everything we utilize day by 
day, has a source, doesn’t it?  Consider the Source of all that you have, and all that 
you are.  A hymn-writer expresses it beautifully: 
   
  We thank you, our Creator, for all things bright and good, 
  The seedtime and the harvest, our life, our health, our food. 
  No gifts have we to offer for all your love imparts, 
  But what you most would treasure – our humble, thankful hearts. 
  All good gifts around us are sent from heav’n above. 
  Then thank the Lord, oh, thank the Lord for all his love. 

 
              Matthew Claudius, “We Plow the Fields and Scatter.” 

 Lutheran Book of Worship, #362 

  
I pray that you’ll thankfully  “Consider the Source”   this Thanksgiving and every day! 
 

               Pastor Dave 

COVID UPDATE:  Until further notice, in-person worship services have been 
suspended.   Watch your email for links to virtual services. 
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Join Us for 
Sunday School! 

 
 
 

 
 

Jesus said to his disciples:  “Let the little children come to me: 
do not stop them for it is to such of these that the kingdom of God belongs.” Mark 10:14 

  
In October, we had an interesting time exploring Matthew 22. Our first session (October 11th) fo-
cused on the parable of The Wedding Feast (Matthew 22:1-14). The lesson discussed how the 
king wanted to have a special party for his son and how he went to great lengths on throwing 
this wedding party.  Interestingly, no one showed up!  None of the king’s relatives, friends, or peo-
ple who were important to him came.  When the king’s slaves were sent to bring back people 
from the town, they were able to fill the banquet hall!  We explored how this is like Jesus inviting 
everyone to be part of God’s Kingdom.  Some people choose to turn their backs on Jesus but oth-
ers accept his invitation with glad and grateful hearts.  That is how we should be!  Keeping with a 
party theme, each child received a goody bag with things that you might find at a party (balloon, 
noisemaker, treats) and an invitation attached to the bag. The invitation invited them to say “Yes” 
to Jesus and celebrate being part of His kingdom. The Spark leaflets were included in their pack-
ets. These leaflets have encouraging stories and activities that relate to the scripture being ex-
plored.  Several other sheets relating to the lesson were also included for fun.  Mrs. Barb sent 
along the words to two songs that were included in the packets, “If You’re Happy” and “Stand Up 
and Shout It If You Love My Jesus.”  Both songs are favorites in Sunday School. At the end of the 
lesson was a closing prayer to be recited.     
 
Our second session (October 25th) continued with Matthew 22:34-46.  It was entitled, “The Great-
est Commandment.”  In this lesson, the Pharisees challenge Jesus with a question, “Teacher, 
which commandment in the law is the greatest?”  Jesus’ response was, “You shall love the Lord 
your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.”  Jesus also added the 
commandment, “You should love your neighbor as yourself.”  Jesus came back with a question for 
the Pharisees, that they were unable to answer.  He had asked them, “Whose son did they think 
the Messiah was?” The Pharisees and the Sadduccees were discussed in the lesson packet, and 
how they sometimes would test or try to trick Jesus.  In this story, Jesus silenced the Pharisees.  
The story was summarized with the following theme: If you want to be great, follow the Greatest 
Commandment!  Some fun activities and stories revolving around this theme were included with 
the Spark leaflet and some additional activity sheets were sent with the packet. These included 
making a faith fortune teller and a God’s Law Badge.  The lesson ended with a closing prayer that 
summarized the lesson nicely.  Some special treats and pumpkin decorating sheets were sent 
along to help celebrate fall.  
 

In November the Sunday School sessions are on the 8th and the 22nd.  
 

We welcome 3-11 year old children to our Sunday School classroom at 10:30 AM on the 2nd and 4th Sundays of 
each month.  They and their parents are also welcome to attend the worship service each Sunday at 9:30 AM. 
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If it’s my time, God will take me. 
If it’s not my time, God will protect me. 

 
For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain. 

If I am to live in the flesh, that means fruitful labor for me. 
 Yet which I shall choose I cannot tell. 
I am hard pressed between the two. 

My desire is to depart and be with Christ, for that is far better. 
But to remain in the flesh is more necessary on your account.  

Philippians 1:21-24 

 
For the Christian, even COVID is a win-win! 

Social Ministry’s Ongoing Donation 
 
In October, $600 was given to the Northwest Suburban 
CROP Walk to help feed the hungry.  Our thanks, once again, 
to the generous contributors who have made these dona-
tions possible! 

THANK YOU to all who have sent cards each month in 
2020 to our fellow members.  Now is the time to think 
about next year!  If you have never sent cards, this is 
how it works: volunteers pick a month they would like to 
be responsible for.  For that month, a list of birthdays and 
anniversaries is generated by the church office.  Cards 
are located in the cabinet in the hallway outside of the 
church office.  We even provide stamps!  All you have to 

do is address the cards and write a short note to the recipient congratulating them on 
their special day.  This is a wonderful outreach and a way to make fellow Good Shepherd 
members feel that we care, and may be even more important now, with so many quaran-
tined and alone.  If you would be interested in helping with this ministry, please contact 
the church office. 
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Come, Ye Thankful People, Come 

 

Come, ye thankful people, come 
Raise the song of harvest home 

All is safely gathered in 
Ere the winter storms begin 
God our Maker doth provide 
For our wants to be supplied 

 
Come to God's own temple, come 

Raise the song of harvest home 
All the world is God's own field 
Fruit as praise to God we yield 

Wheat and tares together sown 
Are to joy or sorrow grown 

 
First the blade and then the ear 
Then the full corn shall appear 
Lord of harvest, grant that we 

Wholesome grain and pure may be 
For the Lord our God shall come 
And shall take the harvest home 

 
From the field shall in that day 

All offenses purge away 
Giving angels charge at last 
In the fire the tares to cast 

But the fruitful ears to store 
In the garner evermore 

 
Even so, Lord, quickly come 
Bring thy final harvest home 
Gather thou thy people in 

Free from sorrow, free from sin 
There, forever purified 

In thy presence to abide 
Come, with all Thine angels, come 
Raise the glorious harvest home 

 

—   Words by Henry Alford 



P A G E  6  T H E  S H E P H E R D ’ S  S T A F F  

Christmas Gift Tree 
A Good Shepherd Tradition 

 

This year the Social Ministry Committee will be work-

ing with Wheeling Township to provide gifts for 

families from the area at Christmas.   

 

This year, we will once again be participating in the Adopt-A-Family pro-

gram.  However, due to the pandemic, they are asking for gift cards only.   

 

Donors are asked to purchase cards so that each person in the family will 

receive $50 in gifts cards from Target, Walmart or Kohls.  Children under 

the age of 18 will be prioritized over parents.  Please consider purchasing 

gift cards in the amount of either $25 or $50 (monetary donations also 

gratefully accepted!).  The easiest way to do this is through our Shop-Share-

Donate program (next ordering date will be November 15th).   

 

As always, our thanks to you for being such a thoughtful and generous 

congregation.  And thank you also for making sure families in our area will 

have a merrier Christmas! 

  Financial Report for September 

       

           Month       YTD                                                      

  Income      $20,314     $168,849  

  Expenses          19,415          184,123                          

  FUND BALANCE         $     899                 ($  15,275)            

 
Thank you for your faithful giving. 
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I shall not fear 
 
Even though I walk through the darkest valley, I 
fear no evil; for you are with me.  Psalm 23:4 
 

“If God would just take away my fear, I 
think I can do this,” said a husband about 
his wife’s cancer diagnosis.  “Fear is crip-
pling me.”  The husband found a quiet 
place where he could pray, and he 
pleaded with God to take away his fear.  
He later described the days of his wife’s 
treatment, side effects, and doctor’s visits 
as some of the strongest days of his faith.  
“I cannot tell you the moment my fear 
was removed, but I can tell you that I ex-
perienced what seemed to be an invisible 
barrier all around me.  I knew that fear 
was present, but I could no longer feel it 
breathing down my neck.  God was hold-
ing me, and I knew it.” 
 
Even as we walk through the darkest val-
ley — the valley of the shadow of death — 
we, too, can know that God the Good 
Shepherd is holding us.  With loving are, 
God hems us in with the rod and staff 
and fear can be put away.  Fear put aside, 
we can trust in God’s strength to see us 
through all the days of our life. 
 
Light of all life, take away any fear that might 
keep me from experiencing your presence.  
Amen.   
 
From “The Word in Season” devotional for Thursday, Octo-
ber 8, 2020 

Hunger Drives 
On Friday, October 
9th we held another 
successful Hunger 
Drive for Wheeling 
Township.  We 
needed 3 vehicles to 
get all the donations 

over to the pantry!  Thanks to Gary 
S., Scott M., Barbara S. & Judy & Joe 
N.’s grandson for the help!  

U.S. food banks are struggling.  The 
economic fallout of the pandemic is 
driving up food inse-
curity across Amer-
ica.  Feeding Amer-
ica, the nation's larg-
est hunger-relief or-
ganization, says 
more than 54 million 
people in the coun-
try could soon face 
food insecurity.  That is 17 million 
more than before the coronavirus 
outbreak. The non-profit has seen a 
60 percent increase in food assis-
tance needs since March. That influx 
of new recipients, along with disrup-
tions in the supply chain and increas-
ing food prices, have put the na-
tion's food banks under enormous 
strain. Volunteers are getting crea-
tive to try to make sure everyone 
stays fed.   
  
Our Hunger drives may be only a 
small drop in the bucket in the big 
picture, but certainly every little bit 
helps, and we thank you for your 
support!  

 
Our next Parking Lot 
Hunger Drive will be 

Friday, November 13th 
from 10 AM to noon. 
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Dear Volunteers, 
 
I wanted to give you an up-
date on our meal program 
to date. During the past 6 
months Kingswood pro-
vided 2,340 meals to our 
PADS guests sheltered in 
hotels. An additional 210 

dinners were served to those in need at Kingswood's 
6 summer supper evenings in July, August and Sep-
tember. 
 
The continuing COVID-19 pandemic is preventing 
churches from sheltering guests during the Fall 
PADS program. However Journeys was able to ob-
tain additional funding to maintain the guests in ho-
tels through January.  
 
From October through January, Kingswood will con-
tinue to provide dinners every Tuesday evening for 
45 hotel guests. Dinner is our most cost effective 
meal and Dengeos has been able to provide us with 
a nutritious dinner for $8.00 per meal.  Please patron-
ize them whenever you can and be sure to thank the 
Manager, Louie, who has prepared anywhere from 
35 to 90 dinners every Tuesday since March. We will 
deliver meals to the hotels and Journeys will provide 
volunteers to distribute them to the rooms.  
 
Please continue to support our Emergency Food 
Fund. Donations can be made as follows: 
Venmo - @Mary-Baranowski-1 
PayPal - marybaro@gmail.com 
Check - Payable to Kingswood PADS and mailed to 
Mary Baranowski, 6741 Lakeridge Drive, Long 
Grove, IL 60047 
 
Thank you for your generosity during this difficult 
and stressful time. You have made a difference in so 
many lives. 
 
Susan Wilson 
Kingswood PADS Site Director 

 
The word “redemption” 
means to “buy back with a 
ransom.”  So often used in the 
Bible, some think that because 
Christ died, all receive re-
demption automatically.  Not 
so!  We have to say thank you 
and take advantage of that 
freedom by walking away 
from our old master and serv-
ing the One who has bought 
us with such a price — whose 
service is perfect freedom! 
 
An African chief raided a vil-
lage and took captive a young 
boy.  The child became his fa-
vorite servant.  Years later the 
boy’s parents, having spent 
years sacrificing, took their 
very lives in their hands and 
journeyed afar to lay the re-
demption money at the chief’s 
feet and claim their now-
grown son.  Free to go, the 
son declined, choosing to stay 
and serve his master.  His sor-
rowing parents returned to 
die alone in their old age.  A 
few years later the chief died, 
and according to custom, the 
favorite servant was buried 
alive with him to keep him 
company in the afterlife.  The 
young man had refused to be 
redeemed 
 
What a tragedy occurs for 
those who refuse to be re-
deemed by the one who loves 
them!  Have you refused to be 
redeemed?  That is a very 
dangerous thing to do! 
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We are coming into the final weeks of Operation Christmas Child (Shoebox Pro-

ject).  The Social Ministry Committee would like to thank all who have partici-

pated in this amazing outreach ministry.  Please know, there is still time to partici-

pate! Here are some updates/options with regards to dropping off shoe-

boxes/donations. 

 

Drop off your shoebox(es)/donations at church on Friday, November 13th, from 

10 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. at the Food Drive Drop-Off Event.  Members of the Social 

Ministry Committee will collect your donations in the church parking lot. 

    OR 

Drop off your shoeboxes/donations at church during the hours of 8 a.m. - 12:00 

p.m., Monday - Friday.  Nancy will be at church to buzz you in.  The donation box 

is located right outside the church office.  

 

If you would like to make a monetary donation, you may mail or drop off your 

check at church. Please make your check out to “Lutheran Church of the Good 

Shepherd”  with a notation in the memo section of “Shoebox Project.”  

 

If any of the above options do not work for you, please contact the church office 

and alternate arrangements can be made.   

 

Attached to this email are the donation sign-up sheets.  If you would still like to 

sign up to make a donation, please email or call the church office by the sign-up 

deadline: Sunday, November 1st.   

 

The Social Ministry Committee will be assembling the boxes the week of No-

vember 16th for the “Pack 20 Shoeboxes” Event, with delivery to Heritage 

Church in Lake Zurich on Sunday, November 22nd.  The committee would like to 

thank you all for your support for our Shoebox Project during this most unusual 

and challenging time. It is another testament to the faith and generosity of our 

Good Shepherd family!  
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On Sunday, October 4th, we were pleased to welcome Bishop Yehiel 

Curry, our new Metro Chicago Synod Bishop, to Good Shepherd!  Bishop 

Curry was our guest preacher and also took time at each service to per-

sonally address the congregation.   
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If the God of the 
universe loves us, 
what have we to 

fear? 
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GREAT NEWS! 
Humanitarian aid for refugees, 
feared destroyed in Beirut, 

Lebanon explosion, found intact 
 
Three 40-foot shipping containers filled with hu-
manitarian aid that included thousands of hand-
made quilts and baby-care items, which were re-
ported as destroyed in the August 4 explosions at 
the port of Beirut, Lebanon, have been found intact 
and are ready to be distributed to victims of the 
blast and refugees. 
 
Authorities assumed the containers were lost in 
the historic blast that killed more than 200 people 
and laid waste to parts of the city. It took several 
weeks for longtime Lutheran World Relief partner 
Anera to gain access to the port, locate the con-
tainers and check their contents. While other 
Anera shipping containers were heavily damaged, 
the three containers of quilts and kits 
were apparently stored behind a concrete block 
building that helped spare them from the blast. A 
fourth container, which was on a ship offshore 
when the explosion occurred, has since been deliv-
ered. The contents of all four containers have been 
transferred to a warehouse and will be distributed 
to families displaced by the explosion, as well as to 
refugees living in Lebanon, principally from Syria 
and the Palestinian territories.  
 
“It’s been a roller coaster for all of us, and espe-
cially our quilters and kit-makers,” said Melanie 
Gibbons, deputy director for outreach and engage-
ment at Lutheran World Relief.  “First, grief over 
the loss of items so carefully made and prayed 
over, followed by determination to keep quilting 
and making kits. Then joy over the news that the 
items not only survived but are able to be distrib-
uted!” “It’s an incredible blessing to realize that 
now these items are in exactly the right place at 
the right time,” she said. In addition to distribut-
ing the quilts and kits, Lutheran World Relief is 
also working to address immense shelter needs in 
the wake of the explosion, helping poorer families 
to repair and return to their homes.  More infor-
mation can be found at lwr.org. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Renew, Revise and Rekindle Task 
Force prays for guidance by the Holy 

Spirit as it continues looking to expand 
our congregation’s mission & vision of 
Growing, Learning, and Serving. We 

encourage everyone to reach out and 
share your love and faith to those who 

may need a friendly greeting or someone 
willing to listen to their concerns. During 

this time of Pandemic and staying at 
home, we all need to be creative in 

reaching out to others through emails, 
phoning, texting, Zoom, writing a letter, 

or sharing  Good Shepherd business cards 
and our Sunday videos. 

  
However, one method is available 24/7: 

meditation and prayers 

God’s peace is with us!  Thanks be to God! 
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80 Years Old — Just the Beginning 

 
Did you know that Moses was 80 YEARS OLD when he be-

gan his task of leading the people of Israel out of Egypt to 
the promised land?   
 
At 80 years of age, Moses was forgotten, a has-been, lead-
ing sheep around a forsaken desert.  Once a young and 

handsome prince, now an old and forgotten shepherd.  One day the shepherd passed a 
bush that began to burn, and continued to burn, without burning up.  Moses was not 
so set in his ways that he was beyond learning something new.  "I will go over and see 
this strange sight — why the bush does not burn up" (Exodus 3:3).  The invisible, self-
perpetuating and self-reliant God spoke to Moses out of the fiery bush and identified 
himself as "I AM WHO I AM" (Exodus 3:14).  God had plans for the next 40 years of 
Moses' life. 
 
Moses' life fascinates and intrigues Christians and Jews, as well as those who do not be-
lieve in the God of the Bible.  Even 20th century Hollywood has been unable to resist 
the magic, mystery and majesty of Moses.  Moses spent his first 40 years as a prince of 
Egypt.  During the second 40-year period, Moses was a fugitive and a shepherd in the 
desert.  And, the final third period of 40 years was a time when God transformed Moses 
into one of the great personalities of all history. 
 
When we think of Moses, the first image that comes to mind is magnificent.  We see 
the great patriarch holding up his hands as the Red Sea is subdued into two quivering 
walls of water flanking a dry path to freedom.  Moses was a great leader. A great man of 
God.  But his was a long journey that began even before his pivotal encounter with God 
at a burning bush when he was 80 years old.  That encounter changed his life — and 
the lives of generations to follow — forever.  Moses answered God’s call from the bush 
with the words “Here I am.”  
 
God so often chooses the most unlikely candidates to fulfill His work and mission.  Jo-
nah, Gideon, Peter, you and me.  He sees past the man or woman standing before Him 
and sees eternity. He sees our potential for good and how our broken vessels can fulfill 
His ultimate purpose for our own and/or someone else’s life.  God’s plans go beyond 
our pre-conceived ideas of age or usefulness. We too often think that at the age of 80 
we are past our prime, but it could be that, like Moses, we are just getting started, if we 
an only believe it. 

 

God works with each of us where we are and takes us to where He wants us to be.  We 

just need to be willing to leave behind the excuses. 
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LUTHERAN CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD 
 

A CONGREGATION OF THE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH IN AMERICA 

A STEPHEN MINISTRY CONGREGATION 

1111 N. Elmhurst Road 
Prospect Heights, IL   60070 
 
Phone:  847-537-4353 
 
Email the church office at 
goodshepnk@aol.com 

 

 

Rev. David Beese, Pastor 

Gloria Sun Oh, Organist 

Susan Baushke, Choir Director 

Nancy Krieg, Office Administrator 

 

Office hours: Monday – Friday 

8:00 AM to 12:00 PM 

 

“Knowing Christ and Making Him Known” 

We’re on the web: 

www.lcgoodshepherd.com 


