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Dear Friends in Christ,                                                                               

 

Here we are a few days into the season of Lent, and I hope that 

the weather starts to break.  I want you to know that I keep all of 

you in prayer each day.  I know there are illnesses, many indi-

vidual cares and challenges that each one faces.  As the Lenten 

hymn says so simply and eloquently: “I want Jesus to walk with 

me (us)”! 

 

Please read through this whole newsletter and all the articles in 

it, and also the Lenten worship and our Holy Week schedule.  I 

hope that many of you will draw near as we continue this jour-

ney with Jesus to the cross and ultimately, through death to the 

empty tomb!  

 

St. Paul has a great word for us today.  He urges us to “not be anxious about anything, but in 

prayer and supplication to make our requests known to God….and the peace of God which 

passes all understanding will keep our hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.:”   

 

There is much that makes us anxious and fearful these days.  Not only are there great crises 

in the world, but we also face our own individual battles each day. When we become anxious 

and fearful, it colors almost every other aspect of our lives.  It causes us to look for reasons 

why we experience these hardships.  Our very relationships may be strained by tensions 

caused by this anxiety, and our faith may even be shaken by uncertainty about the future.  

 

It is especially at uncertainties like this when we must rest in the arms of God, when we must 

avoid the temptation to strike out in fear or to over-react to frustrations because we feel vul-

nerable.   It is at times like this that we need to gather together, to remind ourselves of those 

things that can never be taken away: the love of God, the forgiveness and grace of Christ, the 

blessed assurance that even if things seem to crumble around us, we are God’s own beloved 

children.  

 

There is much that would cause us to question and doubt this truth.   That is why we do not 

practice our faith by ourselves.  We come together in places like Good Shepherd….to tell the 

old, old story, to share the sacraments, to sing the familiar and the new praises, to lift up 

prayer for one another and to practice the reality of being a family.  

 

When we are alone at times like this or left to ourselves, we often become even more desper-

ate.  Weekly worship and daily prayer keep us plugged in; remind us of the great truths of 

life.  There are plenty of things in this world which tell us lies and half-truths.  Above it all, 

hear the voice of Jesus: “Lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the ages.” 
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Our Lenten theme, as some of you already know, is Words That Last Forever, based on the 

seven last words of Jesus from the cross:   (We will hear 6 of the 7 Last Words)  Plus a Word 

for Maundy Thursday. 

 

 On Ash Wednesday we heard: “Father Forgive Them…” 

 March 4: “Jesus, Remember Me…” 

 March 11: “Woman, Behold Your Son…” 

 March 18: “My God, My God, Why Have You Forsaken Me?” 

 March 25: “I Thirst!” 

 April 1: “Father, Into Your Hands…” 

 Maundy Thursday: “For You” (Sacramental Words) 

 Good Friday:  Tenebrae Service 

          Pastor Dave   

2020 brings, as it does every year, a change in the structure of 
the Board of Ministers.  The Board officers elected at the recent 
Board Retreat are: 
   
  President:   Terry O. 
  Vice President:  Ken S. 
  Secretary:   Pauline S. 

Review, 

Revise, 

Rekindle! 
 

A short-term Task Force is 
being formed with the 

purpose of looking ahead 
to the future of our 

congregation.  If anyone 
is interested in being part 
of this Task Force, please 

contact Bev M. 
or Pastor Dave. 

The Care 

Committee 

 Needs 

Your Help! 
 

The Care Committee is put-

ting together a list of people who would be willing 

to help our Good Shepherd friends and families by 

keeping a homebound person company for an hour 

or two so their caregiver (usually their spouse) can 

run some essential errands, like grocery shopping, 

picking up mediations, etc.  If you are willing to do 

this, or if you have questions, please call Jan Z. or 

the church office at 847-537-4353. 
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“Souper” Love  - 
Love is Giving 

 

A BIG thank you to everyone who donated to 
our “Souper” Love campaign in February!!  
We received 332 cans of soup/vegetables 
which were delivered to Wheeling Township!  
What a response!  What a blessing you are! 

 

JOYS OF 
SUNDAY SCHOOL  

 
 

Jesus said to his disciples:  “Let the little children come to me: do not stop them 
for it is to such as these that the kingdom of God belongs.”  Mark 10:14 

 

Young children between the ages of 3 and 11 are welcome 

on the 2nd and 4th Sunday of each month   

to join our Sunday School class in the lower level  

from 10:30 to 11:30 AM  

following the 9:30 AM worship service 

  while parents relax in a comfortable lounge near the classroom. 

 
The children participated in the Bible lesson discussion on Transfiguration Sun-

day -- they understood what is meant to have a “mountain-top experience” simi-

lar to the three disciples who were awed by the their experience with Jesus.  

They enjoyed learning about ways to prepare for Easter during the Lenten sea-

son by reflecting on how to love others, collecting coins to support the work of 

ELCA World Hunger, and praying.  Each of them will write a daily prayer during 

the 40 days of Lent and place it in a beautiful “Prayer Box” that they decorated.  
 

Sunday School Schedule for March: 

March  8  and  22  at 10:30 AM 
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Financial Report for January 
 

          Month                                                         

  Income      $24,799            

  Expenses         21,380                                    

  FUND BALANCE             $  3,418             

    
 Full Finance Reports are posted on the bulletin board by the coffee area.  

WHATS NEW IN 

SOCIAL MINISTRY 
  
The Eyeglass Bin has been emptied and 30 pairs of glasses 
have been donated to the International Lions Clubs.  
Glasses are sent to prisoners who determine the prescrip-
tion and return them to the Lions Club organization where 

glasses are forwarded to areas in Africa.  We also learned that the Lions Club accepts do-
nations of used hearing aids. 
 
The PADS/Personal Hygiene bin has also been emptied.  All items have been transferred 
to the PADS closet awaiting our guests this summer.  Please start filling that up again! 
 
Keep the paper products coming!  We had a car full of donations for Wheeling Town-
ship at the end of January! 
 
Our committee meets the first Sunday of the month in the conference room at 8:30 AM.  
Everyone is welcome and we are always looking for more interested members! 
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This Lent you’re invited     
to join together with        

fellow supporters to study, 
pray, and give during 

 ELCA World Hunger’s 
40 Days of Giving   

Engage in transformative 
works of love as God calls us 

into the ministry of hope, 
liberation and restoration   

of our world. 

 

Here at Good Shepherd: 

40 DAYS OF GIVING 
DURING LENT 

 From Ash Wednesday, 
February 26, 

to  

Easter Sunday, 

April 12, 2020 

 

+  Take home a Lenten          
Devotional Calendar 

+  Take home a “cross jar”      
to collect coins 

+  Financially support ELCA 
World Hunger 

+    Participate on Wednesday 
evenings at the 5:30 PM Bible 

study,   6:00 PM Lenten dinner, 
and 7:00 PM Worship 
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Midweek Lent Bible Study 
 
Each Wednesday evening during Lent, we will gather for a 
Bible Study at 5:30. Immediately fol-
lowing the study we enjoy a Lenten 
Supper together, and our midweek 
Lenten service. Enhance your Lenten 
experience by being a part of these 
events. 

The Women’s Network of Lutheran Social Services of 

Illinois (LSSI) presents its annual Spring Fling:  Blooms 

and Blessings fundraiser on Saturday, May 2 at the 

Westin Chicago Northwest, Itasca.  Bring a friend and 

enjoy boutique shopping, a delicious luncheon, and en-

tertainment by Felix and Fingers Dueling Pianos.  Funds 

raised at the event and 20% of shopping purchases will 

benefit LSSI’s Behavioral Health Programs.  Tickets are 

$75 with a special student price of $45.   

For more information, contact Bev M. or visit the 

event’s web page at https://www/lssi.org/spring-

fling.php. 

Our congregation’s 13th annual 

Flea Market and Rummage Sale 

will be held on Saturday, June 20, 

2020!  If you would like to be on  

the Planning Team, please contact 

Gary S. 
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WEDNESDAY, MARCH 4TH 

5:30 PM  Bible Study  

6:00 PM Lenten Supper - Social Ministry 

7:00 PM Holden Evening Prayer 

 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 11TH 

 5:30 PM  Bible Study   

6:00 PM  Lenten Supper - Board of Ministers 

7:00 PM Holden Evening Prayer 

 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 18TH 

 5:30 PM  Bible Study   

6:00 PM  Lenten Supper - Rebekah Circle 

7:00 PM Holden Evening Prayer 

 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 25TH 

 5:30 PM  Bible Study   

6:00 PM  Lenten Supper - Abigail Circle 

7:00 PM Holden Evening Prayer 

 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 1ST 

 5:30 PM  Bible Study   

6:00 PM  Lenten Supper - Men’s Bible Study 

7:00 PM Holden Evening Prayer and Service of Healing 
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Lord, Who Throughout These 
Forty Days 

 
Lord, who throughout these forty days for us did fast and pray, 
teach us with you to mourn our sins and close by you to stay. 

 
As you with Satan did contend, and did the victory win, 
O give us strength in you to fight, in you to conquer sin. 

 
 

As you did hunger and did thirst, so teach us, gracious Lord, 
to die to self, and so to live by your most holy Word. 

 
And through these days of penitence, and through your Passiontide, 

forevermore, in life and death, O Lord, with us a bide. 
 

Abide with us, that through this life of doubts and hope and pain, 
an Easter of unending joy we may at last attain!  

 
Claudia Frances Ibotson Hernaman’s hymn, “Lord, who throughout these forty days,” signals 
the beginning of Lent and is often sung during Ash Wednesday services or throughout the sea-
son of Lent. Forty is a number with special biblical significance. It rained for forty days and 
nights when the earth was overtaken by floodwaters, and Noah waited another forty days be-
fore opening the window of the Ark. Israel wandered in the desert for forty years. Jesus was 
seen on earth following the resurrection for forty days. In this case, Christ’s forty days in the wil-
derness provides the primary paradigm for the forty days of Lent. 

Claudia Hernaman (1838-1898) was born in Surrey, England, and died in Brussels, Belgium. She 
was the daughter of an Anglican minister, and she married a minister who also served as a 
school inspector. Like so many other women hymn writers of the nineteenth century, she was 
devoted to the religious education of children. Toward this end, she wrote 150 hymns in sev-
eral collections, some original and some translated from Latin. 
 
"Lord, Who Throughout These Forty Days" appeared first in her Child’s Book of Praise; A Manual 
for Devotion in Simple Verse (1873). It was not included in hymnals, however, until the mid-
twentieth century, when it appeared in the Irish Church Hymnal (1960) and Hymns for Church 
and School (1964). By the 1970s, “Lord, who throughout these forty days” was a standard 
hymn in most hymnals in the United States. It is based on the account of the temptation of Je-
sus found in three Gospels -- Matthew 4:1-11; Mark 1:12-13; Luke 4:1-13. 

As is the case with many hymns, Christ’s life becomes a model for how his followers should con-
front temptation. The first two lines of the stanzas focus on a response of Christ when he faced 
temptation; the last two lines encourage Christians to model their behavior on Christ’s example. 
This is a familiar pattern for children’s hymns from the days of Isaac Watts. It obviously strikes a 
chord with adult believers as well. 
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IF YOU ARE HOSPITALIZED, please contact 

the church office.  Due to privacy laws,  

hospitals are no longer able to contact the 

church as they used to do years ago.  IT IS 

UP TO YOU TO GET THAT INFORMATION 

TO US.  The Pastor and Care Team are not 

able to call on you if we don’t know you are 

there.  Make sure that you or a loved one 

calls the church office at 847-537-4353.  

Thank you!! 

 

31st Annual 

Lutheran/Catholic 

Morning of Dialogue 

and Prayer 

Saturday, March 7, 2020 
 

“Bold Women, Then and Now” is the theme at 

the 31st annual gathering for Lutheran and Catholic women on the morning of Sat-

urday, March 7, at St. Luke’s Lutheran Church in Chicago.  Jennifer DeLeon, ELCA’s 

Director of Justice for Women, is the keynote speaker.  Registration begins at 8:30 

AM and the program starts at 9:00 AM.  A carpool from Good Shepherd will be 

available.  Information and registration forms are on the table in the narthex. 

The Northwest Suburban Interfaith Council is holding 2 pack-

ing sessions at Feed My Starving Children.  Join other church 

and synagogue members in the fight against hunger on 

Thursday, April 2 at 742 E. Park Avenue, Libertyville from 

6:00—7:30 PM or 8:00—9:30 PM.  All are 

welcome (age 5+).  No experience is necessary.  Sign up on the 

sheet in the narthex is you  are interested.  These sessions will 

fill quickly, so sign up now! 
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This April, help The Wheeling Rotary and Northwest Suburban Interfaith 

Council collect gently used or new books.  This initiative seeks to support and 

encourage parents to read to their children and make books available to them. 

We also endeavor to help pre-school children gain confidence in their reading 

ability, in English, Spanish or both. These books would be made available for 

free in a variety of community facilities such as Laundromats, food pantries, 

preschools, churches and synagogues. 

 

Did you know that 70% or people in jail or in juvenile court can’t read past the 

third grade and 80% of school drop-outs can’t read past the third grade?  

 

Look for the book drops in your church or synagogue during the month of April.  

Thank you for your support 
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