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My Summer Prayer

As I begin the summer months,
gracious and loving Jesus,
remind me of Your ever present
guidance and love.

Give me confidence in Your presence,
remembering all that I have been
taught this year and let me
live it in my summer experiences.

As [ work, play and enjoy
my family and friends this summer,
may I feel Your love within me,
guiding me toward all
that is right and just.

Let me be grateful for the gift

of summer, Jesus. Allow me

to enjoy it safely and remind

me daily of Your love for me.
Amen.
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June 2023 Fiiip

What is going to happen now that Pastor Davewill be &
saying good-bye sometime this year? Sooner or later,
it 1s a question we all ask. Wewant o know what the §
future holds. It is June, and June means the end of the §
school year and the beginning of summer. It is the
time of vear lots of people ask, “what’s going to hap-
pen now? Graduoates, especially, want to know what
the future holds for them.

Even the church finds itself asking, “what’s going to
happen now?” Jesus rose from the dead, spent forty
days with his followers teaching them, sharing Holy
Communion with them, praving with them. Then he
ascended into heaven and it was one surprise after an-
other and it had the church womrying about the future.

Now, if vou think all the followers of Jesus were excited about the changes that were hap-
pening, vou are mistaken The first followers of Jesus were about as open to change aswe
are. Sometimes we are excited about changes, but other times we want things to stay the
way they are. The changes kept happening in the early church and the anxiety level among
the first Christians was rising and the leaders said, “we've got to do something about this.”
S0, they did what churches always do, thev had a meeting. The story of this meeting 1s told
in Acts, chapter 15.

The meeting was not about what color of carpet they should buy. No, they were trying to
fizure out who should be part of the church. Reports kept coming m about non-JTewish
people getting baptized. People were upset that Paul and the other missionaries were tell-
ing new converts they didn’t have to follow Jewish customs. They said, “sure, non-Jewish

people can be saved, but they must adopt all the Jewish laws and customs.™ It was a seni-
ous 1ssue.

Well, the leaders finally agreed that the church is for all people and the non-JTewish people
didn’t have to adopt Jewish laws and customs. Two huge changes! Gentiles could be part
of the church and the new people didn’t have to follow the old customs and rituals. The
people asked, “How 15 this going to work? What’s going to happen now?"

What happened? More changes. Paul had a vision m which the Lord fold him to go to Ma-
cedonia. So, Paul and his companions went to Macedoma, to the city of Philippi, which
was a2 Roman colony. The first thing that happened was that Paul talked to a group of
women and one of them, Lvdia, opened her heart to the message of God’s grace, and she
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and her household were all bapllzed The Gospel was now penetrating the Roman Empire!

God was determined to reach all people everywhere! Even if that meant more changes! We
learn something from the early church. We see that God was always out in front of the
church, leading the way! The church was not always eager to go there, and often resisted the
changes, but God patientlv led them and helped them adapt and change.

How did God help them? Bv keeping them focused on what was most important. As Peter
stated, “we believe that we will be saved through the srace of the Lord Jesus.™ The grace of
God in Jesus Christwas most important. It still is today. This never changes! All kands of
things can change, and do change - with school, with worlk, in the community, in our homes,
in the church, in the world. What doesn’tchange 15 the radical love God has for vou and for
people evervwhere! Itwas this love which led Jesus to the cross. It was this love which
erupted from the grave on Easter morning.

It was this love which was poured out on the followers of Jesus on Pentecost. This love
is for vou! It is firm and unwavering and won’t ever change. This is the main thing,
and when vou keep the main thing the main thing., vou can handle all kinds of changes
because vou know that God loves vou and is committed to you!

The early church was grasped by the love of God and it was fhis love which empowered
them to face all kands of changes. That's the kind of God we have! The Godwe encounter
in the Bible, the God who comes to us in Jesus Chnist, is a God of grace, a hife-giving God
who loves vou and everyone with the most radical love you have ever known And even
when vou find vourself asking, “what’s going to happen now? you have a God who hangs
in there with vou, a God who never, ever gives up on you!

Since I am retimng soon? 7!, let me take this opporfumty to express a word of thanks to all of
vou. Nancy and I have been delighted to spend the past five vears with vou It has been a
tremendous joy for both of us and it has been a great honor and privilege for me to serve as
vour pastor Together we have served the Lord. Together we have served people in our com-
munities and throughout the world.

Looling back, we can see that God has been at work among us. Looking forward, we know
that God will confinue to be at work in and through this congregation. God has promized to
do so, and God has a way of keeping the promises God has made to us. Good things will
happen as vou follow Jesus and share the grace of Godwith one another and with the people
in our commmunity. We will keep vou in our prayers and will be excited to watch as Good
Shepherd becomes even stronger May God be with vou and bless vou! Keep the faith.
Love God. Love others. Be the people of God!

Pastor Dave and Nancy
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%, Maleajorful noise unto the lord, oll ve londs. o™
< Serve the Lord with glodness: come before his =
‘ presence with singing. Know ve that the lond | \
beis Gad: it s he that hath modeus, andnt * &
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. thanksqning, and into his courts with praise:
be thankful unto him, and bless his name.

For the Lord Is qood; his mercy is everlasting;
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E Financial Report for April E

Month YTD
Income $20,580 $86,137

Expenses $20,671 $90,383
FUND BALANCE ($91) ($4,246)

L Thank you for your faithful giving. j
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Courtyard Improvements Completed!

New drainage system Replanted hostas along new side-
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Help beautify our garden...

Donations are now being accepted of perennial plants that
perform well in the shade.

Shade loving plants
will be planted in
the garden along
the office windows.

Leave your
donations there
for the garden
team to plant.

Notify the church
office if you leave
donated plants.

Thank youl!

Za VOLUNTEERS
_ NEEDED _
A / ‘ N

The Courtyard Garden Team is now active and are
requesting volunteers to assist with watering and
weeding the gardens during the summer and fall.
The schedule sign-up sheet is posted on the
church office window.
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Parking Lot Hunger Drive

Mark your calendar for the next Hunger Drive:
Friday, June 16" From 10:00 AM until Noon.

The Wheeling Township Food Pantry

needs your help now, more than ever!

All donations are so appreciated by Wheeling Township and
especially by those thev serve! Feel free to bring vour

donations each Sundav. Ask vour familv, friends and
neighbors to contribute also.

Spread the word: Tell your friends and neighborsl

The Top 5 Most Needed Items for June are:
Beans - white northern, cannellini or kidney
Beef stew or corned beef hash
Fruit - peaches, pears, pineapple
Jelly
Petatees - instant mashed, au gratin, four cheese, scalloped

Watch your email or call the church office for updates to the above list.
Please remember we cannot accept fresh frurt or fresh vegetables.

THANK YOU For your faithful and generous
Support of our monthly Parking Lot Hunger Drive!
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Esangical
Lutheran Chuech
i AMEHCH

May 17, 2023 'y
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Lutheran Church OF The Good Shepherd
10 M Ebmburst Rd
Frospect Helghts, IL 60070-1011

Deear Lutheran Church OF The Good Shepherd,
Thank you for your gift of $4,135.58 1o ELCA World Hunger.

Since we are justified by faith, we hove peace with God through our Loed Jesus Chfst,
through whom we have obtained access o this grace in which we stand: and we boast
v ouer hope of shuring the glory of God (Romans 5:1-2),

As a church, we believe that God's grace is (reely given to us. This brings us peace and
hope. It makes a difference in our lives. Through your gifts to the ministries of the
ELCA you share this amazing grace with others and help people around the world feel
the transformational power of God's love,

Your generosity is getting at the root causes of hunger and poverty in over 60 countries,
including the United States. It provides access 1o clean water, bealth care, agriculture,
livestock, education, and peace and justice. Through your gifts you join the whole
church in working toward a just world where all are fed.

Thank you for your gracious gifts. The glory of God shines through you.
In Christ,

(vosda (Uha

Amanda White
Director, Congregational Generosity

P.5. Please see the reverse side of this letter for your recefpd.

} Christmas in Jul

( Christmas in July is coming! The Social
to announce that the Christmas in July
9t_h thrt_)ugh July 3_0th. We will once a
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Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd
Sunday Monday \ Tuesday | Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3
7:00 PM Thurs 7:00 PM La
Nite AA Iglesia - Prayer
Meeting
< 5 6 7 8 9 10
8:45 AM Mutual 9:30 AM EEC 7:00 PMAbgail 7:00 PM 7:00 PM Thurs 7:00 PM La 8:00AM Men's
Ministry - Easy Circle Rebekah Circle Nite AA Iglesia - Prayer Study Group
9:30 AM Exercise Class | 7:00 PM 7:00 PM La Meeting
Communion 6:30 PM Finance Iglesia - Bible
10:00AM La | TOPS 7:00 PM La Study
Iglesia - ASH Iglesia - Choir
Practice
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
9:30AM 9:30 AM EEC 7:00 PM 7:00 PM La 7:00 PM Thurs 10:00 AM 7:00 PM Cursilo
Communion - Easy Board of Iglesia - Bible Nite AA Hunger Drive in
10:00AM La Exercise Class Ministers Study Parking Lot
Iglesia - ASH 6:30 PM 7:00 PM La 7:00 PM La
10:30 AM TOPS Iglesia - Choir lglesia - Prayer
Get Your Practice Meeting
Game On
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
9:30AM 9:30 AM EEC 7:00 PM La 11:30 AM Qut 7:00 PM Thurs 7:00 PM La 8:00 AM Men's
Communion - Easy Iglesia - Choir fo Lunch Nite AA Iglesia - Prayer Study Group
10:00AM La Exercise Class Practice 7-00 PM La Meeting
Iglesia - ASH 6:30 PM lglesia - Bible
TOPS Study
25 26 27 28 29 30
9:30AM 9:30 AM EEC 7:00 PM La 7:00 PM La 7:00 PM Thurs 7:00 PM La
Communion - Easy Iglesia - Choir Iglesia - Bible Nite AA Iglesia - Prayer
10:00AM La Exercise Class Practice Study Meeting
Iglesia - ASH 6:30 PM
TOPS




LUTHERAN CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD

A CONGREGATION OF THE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH IN AMERICA
A STEPHEN MINISTRY CONGREGATION

1111 N. EImhurst Road

Prospect Heights, IL 60070 )
Rev. David Beese, Pastor

Phone: 847-537-4353 Gloria Sun Oh, Director of Music for Traditional Services

Email the church office at Susan Baushke, Director of Musical Ensembles

goodshepnk@aol.com
Teresa Swinson, Office Administrator

Office hours: Monday — Friday

“Knowing Christ and Makjng Him Known” 9:30 AM to 3:30 PM

We're on the web:
www.lcgoodshepherd.com




