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FROM THE PASTOR                            June 2022 

The lone yellow head defiantly peaked up above 

the green grass of my front lawn.  After months 

of digging, pulling, spraying and in every other 

way I could imagine trying to create that picture 

perfect lawn, I realized God must really love dan-

delions because God had sure made them resil-

ient.  I gave up the idea of getting on the cover 

of Better Homes and Gardens.  In spite of the 

war that homeowners, cities, and golf courses 

have waged, in spite of all our science and technological advancements, 

the humble, beautiful dandelion lives on. 

Beautiful, reportedly edible, the delight of children everywhere both 

for their bright yellow color and then also for their wonderful para-

chute seeds, I am guessing that dandelions would be prized if they 

were not so prolific.  But dandelions are very prolific, growing in any 

crack, crevice, or lawn where they might find a bit of soil and water.   

They are amazing, I think, and they are, proudly it seems to me, just 

exactly what God made them to be! 

I sometimes wish I could be as content with being the person God 

created me to be.  There are so many differing expectations, some of 

which I have dreamed up myself, others that our culture has devised, 

and so many of those expectations have nothing to do with the life 

God has in mind for me.  We are truly bombarded with messages about 

how we should act and think and look, what we should wear, what we 

should own, and what we should care about.   And not surprisingly, al-

most all of those messages come with the judgement that we are fail-

ing, that we aren’t good enough, smart enough, attractive enough, or 

even holy enough. 
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If the dandelion doesn’t care about those messages, maybe we 

shouldn’t either.  It is hard to accept, I think, that God loves us just 

the way we are, that we don’t have to change or get better to be 

loved by our creator.  And to be sure, this isn’t to say that we are yet 

the people that God created us to be, for we all can and will grow and 

blossom and be transformed by God’s grace and love.  But God isn’t 

waiting until then to love us.  God loves us right now.  God loves us 

just as we are, and God will love us just the same when we become 

the people we are being made into.  God made you to be you.  God 

gave you talents and gifts.  God gave you a way of seeing and experi-

encing the world that is yours alone.  You are necessary and impor-

tant.  You are enough.  Good enough, smart enough, attractive 

enough.  You are God’s gift to the rest of creation and to yourself.  

God made you – to be you! 

I still pull and spray the occasional dandelion, if only to be a good 

neighbor.  Working to keep them under control is probably a good 

thing, but I can’t help but see their happy little blooms and be re-

minded that they are being exactly what God intends for them to be, 

and that I can too.  Be the person God created you to be.  Grow in 

the place God has placed you.  Love and care for the people around 

you.  Know that even though you are growing and changing, God loves 

you right now, just the way you are. 

 

Have a marvelous and blessed June. 

God bless you all, 

Pastor Dave 
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Social Ministry  

received this  

Thank You  

from  

Prospect Heights 

School District 23  

in response to the  

gift cards we  

donated  

in February. 
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Christmas in July is coming!  

 

The Social Ministry Committee is  

happy to announce  

that the Christmas in July program will take 

place July 10th through July 31st.  

 

We will once again provide school supplies,  

Toiletry items, and gift cards  

for families in need  

at our local school districts.  

 

Look for CIJ table next month in the  

Narthex! 
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Parking Lot Hunger Drives 
 

Mark your calendar for the next Hunger Drive:  

Friday, June 17th from 10:00 AM to noon.   
 All donations are so appreciated by Wheeling Township  

 and  especially by those they serve!  Feel free to bring  

 your donations each Sunday.  Ask your family, friends and   

 neighbors to contribute also.   
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Meeting the Moment  

 This is a pivotal moment. 

 Worldwide, 84 million displaced people – more than ever before in our 

history. 

 In the last two years, it feels as if we have moved from crisis to crisis. 

 Pandemic 

 Afghanistan  

 Ukraine 

 Climate crisis and global displacement  

What LIRS is Doing  

 Welcoming Afghans 
 LIRS has welcomed over 11,000+ Afghans since the fall of 

Kabul across the US 
 Resettlement means: 

 Apartment setup  
 Provision of basic needs  
 School enrollment  
 Employment assistance  
 Connection to mental and physical healthcare 

 Welcome Centers  
 Forthcoming in Detroit  

 Advocacy 
 Influencing and supporting legislation at both federal and state 

levels 
 Afghan Adjustment Act support is needed for the long-term 

welcome and pathway for full status in the US. 
 Mobilizing communities to support our new neighbors from Ukraine  

 Creating volunteer pipeline for co-sponsorship 

But We’re Not Doing it Alone 

 At the same time, we have received unprecedented support.  

 100,000 volunteer applications  

 Warehouses full of donations  

 Countless offers to help  

Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service UPDATES 
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Thank you for your faithful giving! 

 

 

 

At the Board of Ministers meeting on Tuesday, May 18th,  

the following was discussed: 

 

Steve B. and Paul S. gave a refresher of all things Finance at Good Shep-
herd, which was very helpful and informative.  Thanks to them! 

 

Property is in the midst of getting estimates for upgrading the courtyard, 
to correct the drainage problems.  We had hoped to do this project last 
year, but the flat roof repair took priority.  With the courtyard garden 
group also at work, we're hoping for a more beautiful finished product. 

 

Our Synod Assembly is June 4th, and besides Pastor Dave our delegates 
are Bud and Shirley B. 

 

BOARD BRIEFS 

Financial Report for April 

    

 Month  YTD 

Income $22,237   $77,419  

Expenses $25,231   $94,494  

FUND BALANCE ($2,994)  ($17,075) 
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LUTHERAN CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD 
 

A CONGREGATION OF THE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH IN AMERICA 

A STEPHEN MINISTRY CONGREGATION 

1111 N. Elmhurst Road 
Prospect Heights, IL   60070 
 
Phone:  847-537-4353 
 
E-mail the church office at 
goodshepnk@aol.com 

 

“Knowing Christ and Making Him Known” 

We’re on the web: 

www.lcgoodshepherd.com 

 

Rev. David Beese, Pastor 

Gloria Sun Oh, Organist 

Susan Baushke, Choir Director 

Teresa Swinson, Office Administrator 

 

Office hours: Monday – Friday 

9:30 AM to 3:30 PM 

 


