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The Pastorôs Notes 
ñBe still and know that I am God.ò  (Psalm 46:10) 

 

That line from an ancient Hebrew song is a word for this 
season.   I sometimes imagine it to be a Summer Psalm.   
It reminds us that the godly life is not necessarily the 
busy life.  Being still can be as important as being active. 
 
I know that pastors are usually supposed to whip up en-
thusiasm for church during the so-called summer slump.   
ñGod never takes a vacationò ééYour church still has 
bills to pay while youôre awayéé and Godôs people  
belong in Godôs house on Godôs Dayò éé.and all that  
is true! 
 
But with that said, I confess that I like it when things slow down for the summer.   
Summer is a time to be still and know that the Mystery that dwells at the center of 
all things can be approached in stillness. 
 
It is a time to sit out on the porch or deck.  Count some stars in the Illinois summer 
sky.   Catch a firefly ï Yes there are still a few of them around.  Turn over a spade-
ful of earth and visit with an earthworm.   Speak to the neighbor next door.   Read 
a book that has absolutely no social or theological relevance at all.   Listen to a 
friend.  
 
It is a time to be still and allow God to re-create us.  To let God in stillness, remove 
the wax from our ears so we can hear again.   Remove the dust from our eyes so 
we can see again.   Blow the clutter from our minds so we can think again. 
 
Summer is a holy time.   Good Shepherd is a holy place.   Take off your shoes.   
The place where you are standing is holy ground. 
 

òGod is our refuge and strength, a very  

present help in trouble.ó 

 

           Pastor Dave  
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Christmas 
in July is 

Here!  
 

The Social Ministry Committee 
is happy to announce that 
throughout the entire month 
of July, we will be purchasing 
school supplies, backpacks, 
and gift cards for families in 
need in School Districts 21 
(based in Wheeling) and 23 
(based in Prospect Heights).  
The tree is up in the Li-
brary/Lounge, with many or-
naments to select from.  It is a 
wonderful opportunity to 
help children in our own 
communities.  The last day to 
turn in purchased items will 
be Sunday, July 28th.  Thank 
you for your support!  
  

 

 

You are 
invited 

 

 

 

Board President Ken S. 

invites you to an Organ Recital 

in memory of  

his wife, Karin 

on Saturday, August 24th at 2:00 PM. 

This event will feature our own  

Gloria O. along with a variety of  

musicians.  Refreshments will follow. 

Invite your friends for an afternoon of  

inspiring music to honor the memory of 

Karin, who was an avid music lover. 

Mark your calendar and plan to attend.   

 

 
Mission Trip Cancelled 

 
As most have heard by now, the Mission Trip to East 
St. Louis scheduled for July has had to be cancelled 
due to the fact that signups were low.  A minimum of 

40 people is required to make the trip feasible, and as of June 15th (the cutoff 
deadline), only 23 people had signed up to go.  Unfortunately the low numbers 
had much less to do with interest in going than it had to do with people being 
unable to go due to health or other reasons.  Our hope is that this was just an 
òoffó year, and that we will be able to go on another Mission Trip in 2020. 
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  Financial Report for May 

 

         Month        YTD                                                       

 Income     $16,411        $101,580  

 Expenses         25,258       101,276                          

 FUND BALANCE            ($  8,847)                  $     304            

 

Full Finance Reports are posted on the bulletin board by the coffee area. 

 

2019 Flea Market  
 
Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd 
hosted another successful Flea Market / 

Rummage sale on Saturday June 22nd.  We had many vendors sell-
ing their goods, a huge variety of rummage sale items that our 
guests snapped up, as well as baked and grilled foods for sale.  The 
event takes months of planning and lots of cooperation.  You are an 
amazing group of dedicated individuals who can work together to 
have an event that brings local people together to find "treasures" 
and share community.  We thank you all for your participation.  A 
special thanks to Pastor Dave who was in charge of the weather 
and came through with a beautiful sunny day.  It's never too early 
to start saving your slightly used treasures for next year!  
 
Final financial data from the event, along with pictures, will be in-
cluded in the August Staff.  
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America the Beautiful 

 
Words by Katharine Lee Bates with 

melody by Samuel Ward 

 
 

O beautiful for spacious skies, For amber waves of grain,  
For purple mountain majesties Above the fruited plain!  

America! America!  God shed His grace on thee  
And crown thy good with brotherhood From sea to shining sea!  

 
O beautiful for pilgrim feet, Whose stern, impassioned stress  

A thoroughfare for freedom beat Across the wilderness!  
America! America!  God mend thine every flaw,  

Confirm thy soul in self - control, Thy liberty in law!  
 

O beautiful for heroes proved In liberating strife,  
Who more than self their country loved And mercy more than life!  

America! America!  May God thy gold refine,  
Till all success be nobleness, And every gain divine!  

 
O beautiful for patriot dream That sees beyond the years  

Thine alabaster cities gleam Undimmed by human tears!  
America! America! God shed His grace on thee  

And crown thy good with brotherhood From sea to shining sea!  
 

Katharine Lee Bates, a 33-year-old English literature teacher at Wellesley College, was on òa merry expedition up 
Pikeõs Peakó in Colorado in 1893 when she looked out òover the sea-like expanse of fertile country spreading away 
so far under those ample skies.ó  In an instant, she said, òthe opening lines of the hymn floated into my mind.ó 
Those lines became òAmerica the Beautiful.ó   Everyone knows the first verse, with its evocation of òamber waves of 
grainó and òpurple mountain majesties.ó  But how many have read ñ let alone sung ñ the entire song?  The full 

hymn is more than just a poetic appreciation of the countryõs wonders of nature. It evokes the vitality of an ever-
widening America, celebrates its storied past and ñ most important ñ evokes its limitless future potential.  It hails 
the pioneering forebears who beat òa thoroughfare of freedom ... across the wilderness,ó and pays tribute to the 
nationõs defenders in war, the brave òheroes ... who more than self their country loved.ó  More: It looks forward to 

a day when Americaõs òalabaster citiesó finally will ògleam undimmed by human tears.ó 

The song has always stirred deep emotion. òI canõt read the lines without swallowing hard,ó one early reader wrote 
Bates. Voices quavered as crowds solemnly sang the song outside the White House in 1941 after Pearl Harbor and, 
six decades later, at Ground Zero after 9/11.  In 1979, Pope John Paul II recited its fervent prayer ñ òAmerica, Amer-

ica, God shed his grace on theeó ñ as he descended from his plane on his first trip to this country. 

The music plays a large part in the songõs mystique. Samuel Howe, a church organist, composed it during an 1882 
ferry ride from Coney Island to his home in Newark ñ for an entirely different hymn. It was attached to Batesõ 
words in 1904 after his death. 
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Young children are invited to. . .  

 

 

 

 

 

Children ages 3 to 10 are welcome to  

Sunday School 
to learn about Godõs love for everyone!! 

Sunday School meets 10:30 to 11:30 AM Ο 

on the 2 nd and 4th Sundays of the month  

following the 9:30 AM Sunday Worship Service.  
 

Fall session begins on September 8, 2019.  
 

Registration forms are available at the Church office.  

For more information, call 847 -537 -4353.  

Whatõs New in Social Ministry 
 

The Generosity Fund continues to bless numerous organiza-
tions in our area: 
 

In June, $600.00 was to have been given to help defray the registration costs to 
volunteers going on the Mission Trip to East St. Louis.  When it was unfortunately 
determined that the trip was going to be called off, the $600.00 donation was 
given to Pacific Garden Mission in Chicago instead. 
 
In July, $600.00 will be given to the Night Ministry.  Many thanks to the individu-
als who made these gifts possible. 
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Happy Summer!  


