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THE SHEPHERD’S STAFF

A Blessed and Joyous 2020 to each and every one of you! Nancy

and I would like to thank those for our congregation individuals
who sent cards and gifts at Christmas. We really appreciate all
you do for our congregation and for us throughout the year!
Thank you!! Good Shepherd is an amazing community of
believers!
The last few years, it seems, that we are living in a new reality
where terror and violence are weekly occurrences around the
world. So, we continually pray that God will give us the resources of strength, courage, perseverance and patience to be
God’s faithful and loving ambassadors here in this country and
around the world.
Christians (We) need to learn the lesson of the incarnation over
and over again. We need to keep remembering that God came to
us, and for a purpose, at Christmastime. His purpose was to join
himself to us, so we wouldn’t have to walk in the darkness of this
world all alone. It quickly becomes clear to us that as soon as we reach the limits of our own
strength, our own patience, our frustrations and humanness, the truth comes through that none of us
are up to the challenge by ourselves.
We need to permit God to take charge of our present, our future. Christ needs to come into our
hearts anew and become incarnate there like Christ came inti the flesh at Christmas time. If Christ
is at the center and not us, then good things can happen to us and for us as we reflect his light into
our world in the year to come.
St. Paul tells us that we need Christ to dwell in our hearts by faith, so that being filled with the fullness of God, it will be God’s power at work within us “to do far more abundantly than all we ask or
think.” (Ephesians 3:17-20) God waits with power for those who long for change in their lives.
January is the season of Epiphany. An Epiphany is a revelation which makes things clear by the
light it casts upon everything. Christ is our Epiphany. Christ’s light spreads, pushing back the
darkness every time we declare our faith to one another.
Christ’s light works where it counts. In People. It reaches into the darkness of our lives to bring
purpose and hope. Epiphany is God’s message about his loving, life-giving reach into our dark
world. My hope and prayer for 2020 is that we may let Christ’s light shine in our lives that it may
penetrate the darkness of this world and overcome it.

Pastor Dave

The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.
John 1:5
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Official Notice of
Annual Congregational Meeting
The 2020 Annual Congregational Meeting of
Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd, Prospect Heights, Illinois,
will be held in the sanctuary of the church on
Sunday, January 26, 2020, at 10:45 AM.
All confirmed members on the active roll are eligible to vote.

(Published in the January, 2020 Staff)

Sunday Schedule for January 26th, 2020
9:30 AM - Communion service
10:45 AM - Annual Congregational Meeting

"When you come to the end of all the light you know and are
about to step off into the darkness, faith is believing one of
two things will happen: you will find something solid to stand
on, or else you will learn to fly"

Don’t forget - Wheeling Township is ALWAYS
in need of paper goods! Thank you so much
for continuing to try to meet this need in recent months! Keep it in mind as you bring
your donations to the Food Pantry!
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Jesus said to his disciples: “Let the little children come
to me: do not stop them for it is to such as these that the
kingdom of God belongs.” Mark 10:14

Young children between the ages of 3 and 11 gather in our lower level Sunday School classroom on the 2nd & 4th Sunday of each month from 10:30 to 11:30 while parents relax in a
comfortable lounge near the classroom.

The second Sunday in December found us
back in the Old Testament in the book of
Jeremiah, a prophet. This was a sad time
for the people of God, and God had some
important and hopeful words for Jeremiah
to say. God told Jeremiah to tell the people
that God would never forget the promises
he made to them, that their Kings like
David would rule with fairness, and that they would be safe. God still
gives us messages of hope; we just need to read the
Bible.
We wanted to share our message of HOPE with others in the congregation who can’t always come to church, so
we made bookmarks. These were given to our
Stephen Ministers to give to the folks they
visit. They will be happy that the class
thought about them & they will have hope.
We sang fun songs and played our musical instruments.
Schedule for January:
January 12 -- Sunday School class at 10:30
January 26 -- Sunday School class at 10:30
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Stay ever so close to me, and you will not deviate from the path I have
prepared for you. This is the most efficient way to stay on track; it is
also the most enjoyable way.
Men tend to multiply duties in their observance of religion. This practice enables them to give Me money, time, and work without yielding
up to Me what I desire the most — their hearts. Rules can be observed
mechanically. Once they become habitual, they can be followed with
minimal effort and almost no thought. These habit-forming rules provide a false sense of security, lulling the soul into a comatose condition.
What I search for in My children is an awakened soul that thrills to the
Joy of My Presence! I created mankind to glorify Me and enjoy Me forever. I created mankind to glorify Me and enjoy Me forever. I provide
the Joy; your part is to glorify Me by living close to Me.
— Jesus Calling by Sarah Young

Financial Report for November
Income
Expenses
FUND BALANCE

Month
$17,935
20,149
($ 2,214)

YTD
$216,910
215,982
$ 929

Full Finance Reports are posted on the bulletin board by the coffee area.

Volunteer to Deliver
Meals on Wheels In March
Those March winds will soon be here along with our church delivering
Meals on Wheels. Each year in the month of March, our church delivers
meals Monday through Friday. By the third week in February, we need
to give the names of our drivers to Wheeling Township. Last year, several people wanted to deliver meals but all of the days were taken. So if you are an “oldtimer” who has delivered before,
or if you would like to try it for the first time, please let someone
from Social Ministry know as soon as possible. You can deliver
once, twice, or even the same day each week in the month of
March. There is always a warm hello and thank you, and it is such
a good thing to be able to help someone with a hot meal!
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By Joanne Dicker, President

I hope that everyone had a joyful and peaceful holiday season. We are starting the year
with new programs:
1. Friday, January 10, 2020 from 1:00 PM to 4:30 PM: We will be attending a forum on Protecting Houses of Worship: preventing and responding to hate crimes. The forum is facilitated by the U.S. Department of Justice, Community Relations Service. It will take place at
the Genesee Theater, 203 N. Genesee, Waukegan, IL.
2. Sunday, February 9, 2020 from 2:00 PM to 4:00 PM: Kingswood United Methodist
Church and Congregation Beth Am, in conjunction with the Simon Wiesenthal Center,
are sponsoring a program on Hate Groups and Healing. The speaker, T.M. Garret, a former Neo-Nazi and Klan member, will tell his story of transformation. He now sponsors
the Memphis Peace Project. Please bring a non-perishable food item for the food pantry.
In 2020 we will continue the “Knock Your Socks Off” drive in February and March; “Stamp
Out Hunger” in May; “i-Walk Against Hunger” in June; and our Interfaith Thanksgiving Celebration in November.

For more information on any of our programs, contact us at nwsinterfaith@gmail.com,
224-699-0386 or our website at northwestsuburbaninterfaith.org
Donations may be made directly to: Northwest Suburban Interfaith Council, PO Box 5301, Buffalo Grove, IL

Christmas Gift Tree - A Good Shepherd Tradition
This year the Social Ministry Committee worked with Wheeling
Township to provide gifts for families from the area at Christmas.
We joined in Wheeling Township’s “Adopt a Family” program,
and although we had a short “window” this year, the picture to
the left shows, once again, the generosity of this congregation!
As always, our sincere thanks to you for being such a thoughtful
and generous congregation! And thank you for caring enough
to make sure families in our area had a brighter and merrier
Christmas!
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Take your kids to church.
Make the effort. Wake them up early. Fool with the belts and
the buckles and the fancy hair bows. Endure the sleepy,
grumpy faces and the misplaced shoes. Run around like a
mad woman gathering everybody’s everything and trying to
get out the door on time. Hop to the car with a shoe in one
hand and your make-up bag in the other. Give those babies
a pop-tart and some milk and let ‘em eat it in the car. If its
raining, get wet. If its cold, get a jacket. If you’re tired, go
tired. But take those babies to church. You know why?
Because Jesus is there.
He’s there. And He’ll meet them there. And you too, Mama.
He’ll be there in the sweet smile of their Sunday School
teacher as she greets them into their room. He’ll be there in the goldfish and the apple juice
and the filling of their little bellies and hearts. He’ll be there in the hug from a sweet friend
and the encouraging smile that assures you that they “just barely made it” too. He’ll be there
in the sacred words read from the Bible speaking truth to their little impressionable hearts.
He’ll be there in the worship and the raised hands and the watery eyes and whispers of
praise.
So take them. Carry all of their Bibles and drawings and toilet paper tube creations. Sit by
them in worship. Open your Bible and open theirs. Show them how to find the scripture the
pastor is preaching from. Show them how to worship. Explain to them why He’s worthy of
worship. Let them see you laugh and cry and praise and study. Forgive their wiggles and
paper rustles and know that they’re listening even when it seems like they aren’t. Ask them
questions and answer the ones they ask you. Introduce them to Jesus. Tell them of His
greatness - his power - his faithfulness. Tell them with your words and show them with your
life. Tell them what he’s done for you and how you’ve been changed by His grace and forgiveness and goodness and love. Tell them how they can be too. Point them to Jesus. Over
and over and over again.
Take your kids to church. They’ll love it there. It’s the only place where they can go and just
be themselves. They don’t have to “be” good enough or smart enough or athletic enough.
They don’t have to perform for approval or achievement. They just get to go and hear how
much God loves them. Just because they’re them. Just because He created them, they’re
valued. Wanted. Their worth isn’t based on the grades they make or their ability to throw a
curveball. Its not dependent on their performance or skill level. And they need a little more
of that, don’t you think? A little more grace and a little less pressure. A little more love and a
few less demands.
Take them to church. Before you take them to the ballfield or the dance studio or the gym.
Before you take them on vacation or to grandma’s or to the backyard to play. Take them to
church. Let them know its a priority. Show them it has eternal value. Let them see you set
aside schedules and extra curricular activities and work and busy-ness to be present with the
Lord in His house. I promise you won’t regret it. I promise you it won’t return back void.
Take them to church.
Author, Megan Breeland Woodham One Step Ministries.
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HEALING PRAYER
I don't always know what your will is
Lord, especially in times like now, when I
desperately seek your face. I offer you no
promises, no bargains, no deals to exchange for my health. I simply bow my
heart before you to tell you the desire of
my heart: that I want to spend as many
years as I can loving you here, loving others, and wanting to become more like
you. However you choose to accomplish that is up to you — and okay with me.
If you use doctors to provide healing, give them wisdom to know what to do.
Regardless of how you accomplish it, the healing you give is always miraculous.
And you deserve all the praise.
I absolutely believe you have the power to heal. You demonstrated that on
earth, and you still heal in miraculous ways today. Even when my faith is
weak, you say it is enough, and my love for you is strong. And I know you already hold my heart and life in your hands. It's up to you. If I can bring you
more glory through healing, then that's what I ask for. That's what I desire.
But if your answer is no, or not now, I know that your grace is sufficient for me.
Ultimately, I want your will to be my will. I look forward to spending an eternity with you. But Lord, if you have planned still more for me to do here on
this earth, I not only need and want your physical healing, Lord, but a thorough, deep-down cleansing and strengthening — a whole-hearted renewal of all
that I am. Because all that I am is yours. Use this trial to strengthen me from
a "what-if" faith to a "no-matter-what" faith. And no matter what, I choose to
honor you and give you glory. In Jesus' name, Amen.

Seems as I have been the recipient of Good Shepherds
top bakers Christmas cookies. Yea! I had not planned
on making any at all, so these will be a real treat.
Maybe I will even have a couple of widows on my
street over to help eat them!!
Thank you very much, those who planned, those who baked, and those who
delivered. Very thoughtful of you!
~ Jean B.
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Our mission is to
make Christ known
everyday
in all we do and say.
Christmas Cookies!
Our Christmas Cookie Giveaway was a
wonderful success and brightened the
holiday season for 60 recipients!! The
cookies were given to those who are
homebound, people recovering from
illness, people we have not seen at
Good Shepherd in some time, and a number of others whom we
thought might need a little Christmas cheer! In the picture you
can see the many packages that our wonderful
Cookie Packers helped to prepare. THANK YOU
to all who baked, to all who packed the cookies
up, to all who delivered them, and to all who organized this effort!!

LUTHERAN CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
A CONGREGATION OF THE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH IN AMERICA
A STEPHEN MINISTRY CONGREGATION

1111 N. Elmhurst Road
Prospect Heights, IL 60070
Phone: 847-537-4353
E-mail the church office at
goodshepnk@aol.com

Rev. David Beese, Pastor
Gloria Sun Oh, Organist
Susan Baushke, Choir Director
Nancy Krieg, Office Administrator
Office hours: Monday – Friday

“Knowing Christ and Making Him Known”

We’re on the web:
www.lcgoodshepherd.com

9:00 AM to 4:00 PM

