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THE SHEPHERD’S STAFF

Happy New Year!! Christmas will soon fade for most people into
sounds of “Auld Lang Syne” and ringing in the New Year with parties.
Some take down Christmas decorations on the 26th, or even the afternoon of the 25th! Bowl games, basketball, and NFL playoffs are
watched and people once again turn to New Year resolutions.
Resolutions are well and good, and helpful if kept. New Year resolutions are famous for their short life, however. Any change that is good
and permanent is hard to make. Writing down what we intend to do is
helpful. So is telling others what you are going to do, and when. But
the fact is, few of us make any significant changes until we are sick of
the status quo, the way things are without change. Until we are sick
and tired of being overweight, we won’t begin or sustain that diet and
exercise plan. Until we’re sick and tired of being uneducated, we won’t sign up for more schooling. Until we’re sick and tired of being ill or fatigued we won’t develop healthy life-style habits.
This is most certainly true of our spiritual life as well. Unless we get sick and tired of the consequences of sin we won’t repent. Unless we get sick and tired of a powerless spiritual life we won’t
draw nearer to God. Unless we get sick and tired of being immature Christians, we won’t devote
more time to prayer, Bible study, and worship.
Do we ever get tired of the way things are, individually or together as the Church?? Do we truly
wish we would grow in numbers, be a livelier spiritual flock, be a greater witness for Christ in our
community??
“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.” (Matthew 5:6)
“Draw near to God and he will draw near to you.” (James 4:8) Are we willing to change, or more
accurately, for God to change us?? Jesus asked the sick, “Do you want to get well?” (John 5:6).
God will change us, but not against our wills.
If we are at least open and honest with God, willing for God to change us, giving ourselves to God,
dedicated to wanting what God wants and doing God’s will, God will make us ever more into
God’s image. God will fill us and enable us to fulfill our holy callings whatever they may be. Let
us pray that we may be willing for God to change us, and discerning enough to follow God’s leading.
Nancy and I want to take this time to say “THANK YOU” Good Shepherd!! We appreciate all
that you do all year long not only for us and for our wonderful congregation but all that you do for
our community, for our dedicated Chicago Metropolitan Synod and for the mission we share.
May we continue to be the church of GOD’S WORK - OUR HANDS in the world God gave us to
serve.
Pastor Dave
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Official Notice of Annual Congregational Meeting
The 2019 Annual Congregational Meeting of
Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd, Prospect Heights, Illinois,
will be held in the sanctuary of the church on
Sunday, January 27, 2019, at 10:45 AM.
A copy of the Bulletin of Reports can be picked up at the church on Sunday,
January 20th. All confirmed members on the active roll are eligible to vote.
(Published in the January, 2019 Staff)

Sunday Schedule for January 27th, 2019
9:30 AM - Communion service
10:45 AM - Annual Congregational Meeting

Budget Meeting January 13th
following worship
Please stay after worship on Sunday, January 13th as
our Treasurer presents the budget for 2019. He will answer any questions or comments that you may have.
The finalized budget will be officially approved by the congregation at the Annual
Meeting on Sunday, January 27th.

Financial Report for November
Income
Expenses
FUND BALANCE

Month
$20,061
17,193
$ 2,868

YTD
$226,037
209,851
$ 16,185

Full Finance Reports are posted on the bulletin board by the coffee area.
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BOARD BRIEFS
Your Board of Ministers met on Tuesday, December 11th and the following was discussed:
1) The Board passed a motion to present the 2019 LCGS budget as proposed by the Finance Committee to the congregation for approval at the Annual Congregational
Meeting in January.
2) The Annual Congregational Meeting will be Sunday, January 27th. Please provide
committee reports to Nancy by 12/31/18.
3) The Winter Board Retreat will be Saturday, February 2nd, at LCGS from 9:00 am - !2:00
pm.
Our next Board of Ministers Meeting will be January 8th at 7:00 PM. All are welcome.

Jesus said to his disciples: “Let the little children come
to me: do not stop them for it is to such as these that the
kingdom of God belongs.” Mark 10:14

Young children between the ages of 3 and 11 gather
in our lower level Sunday School classroom on the
2nd & 4th Sunday of each month from 10:30 to
11:30 while parents relax in a comfortable lounge near the classroom.
Schedule for January:
January 13 -- Sunday School class at 10:30
January 27 -- Sunday School class at 10:30

The Call Committee spent time this month preparing
questions for different topics that we will be using
when we interview candidates.
We have also received our first Rostered Minister Profile, and we have scheduled an interview in the beginning of January. We also expect that we will receive
additional Profiles in the coming month.
Ken S., Chair of the Call Committee
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THANK YOU from
the Children of Rogers Park HeadStart
On Tuesday, December18, members of the
Social Ministry Committee delivered all of your
gifts to Rogers Park HeadStart preschool.
There were a total of 57 children who each received two gifts.
Thank you all again for supporting this event!! You are so thoughtful
and such a good neighbor to the children in Rogers Park!

Volunteer to Deliver
Meals on Wheels In March
Those March winds will soon be here along with our church delivering
Meals on Wheels. Each year in the month of March, our church delivers
meals Monday through Friday. By the third week in February, we need
to give the names of our drivers to Wheeling Township. Last year, several people wanted to deliver meals but all
of the days were taken. So if you are an “oldtimer” who has delivered before, or if you would like to try it for the first time, please let
someone from Social Ministry know as soon as possible. You can
deliver once, twice, or even the same day each week in the month
of March. There is always a warm hello and thank you, and it is
such a good thing to be able to help someone with a hot meal!

Don’t forget - Wheeling Township is ALWAYS in need of paper
goods! Thank you so much for continuing to try to meet this need
in recent months! Keep it in mind as you bring your donations to
the Food Pantry!

Cookie Sale on Sunday,
December 16th
On Sunday, December 16th we had our second
Cookie Sale to benefit the summer Mission Trip.
Congregation members baked cookies as donations to the sale. Containers of various sizes were
offered for sale, and customers filled their container with as many cookies — of any variety — as
would fit. Once again it was a big hit! We made
$406.00 towards the cost of next year’s Mission
Trip. Thank you all!! Those who baked and those
who bought!
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Oh Lord,
You’re Beautiful
O Lord, You’re beautiful,
Your face is all I seek,
For when Your eyes are on this child,
Your grace abounds to me.
— Keith Green

What hope keeps you going when life gets tough? This song tells us that we
can seek the Lord’s face and there, in His eyes, find the grace to go on.
Simeon sought the Lord’s face. We read about him in Luke 2:25, shortly after
the birth of Jesus. Simeon had waited his whole life to see God’s plan unfold.
The Holy Spirit had promised Simeon that he would see the Messiah, and that
promise had kept his hope alive. Imagine Simeon’s joy when, after a lifetime of
obedience and longing, he looked into the face of Jesus!
Like Simeon, we, too, will one day see Jesus. Revelation 22:4 promises that we
“will see his face.” What better hope to keep our spirits refreshed than knowing
we will see God! This truth transforms the hard work of serving Him into the
sweet anticipation of being with Him. The One who called us and equips us
will one day welcome us home.
Yet even today, God promises that we can see His face. The psalmist wrote,
“Let your face shine on your servant; save me in your unfailing love” (Psalm
31:16). When you seek God’s face, you will find it — in prayer, in His Word, in
the kind word of a friend. Look closely today. Ask God to reveal His face to
you.
My heart says of you, “Seek his face!” Your face, LORD, I will seek. Psalm 27:8
PRAYER: Ask the Lord to show you His face today. Be ready for Him to reveal Himself in unexpected ways.
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