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One day, a professor announced a surprise test.  He distributed a paper 
to each student, with the front side facing down.  Then he asked the 
class to turn the page and start the test, but there were no questions on 
the paper – just a black dot in the center of the page. “I want you to 
write a few lines about what you see on the paper”, the professor said. 
Puzzled, the students started the test.  Once everyone was finished, the 
professor collected all the tests and started reading the essays out loud.  
Without exception, each student had written about the black dot.  One 
wrote that the dot signified their smallness in the great plan of creation. 
 Another wrote that the black dot pointed to the lack of perfection in 
even the most successful enterprise.  Still, another wrote that the black 
dot stood for the power and purpose of diversity and difference.  Some 
mentioned the size of the dot, others the position, still others expounded 
brilliantly on the color of the dot.  One by one, each essay was read 
aloud and after reading the answers, the professor addressed the class.  
“None of you will be graded on this test.   I only wanted you to ponder 
over something.  All of you wrote about the black dot, yet no one con-
centrated first and foremost about the white part of the paper. 
 
The same thing happens in our lives.  We all have white paper to observe and learn from, yet we  
always seem to focus in on the dark  spots.  We have so many reasons to celebrate – our parents,  
co-workers, friends, good health, a satisfactory job, a child’s smile, the miracles we witness every day.  
However, we often limit our horizons by focusing on just the dark spots; our disappointments, our 
frustrations, our fears and anxieties.   In our day to day lives, we tend to take so many good things 
for granted rather than focus our energy on insignificant dot-like failures and disappointments. 
 
Take your eyes off the dark spots, the black dots of your life.  Look and focus on what brings life and 
the larger picture.  Most of all – look for the good.”  I think, looking for the good is another way to 
describe the journey of faith.  Looking for the good is looking for God.  This, of course, is not to deny 
the problems or avoid the problems that demand our attention.  Rather, it means that the darkness 
does not overwhelm us.   
 
Only last week, after watching the news I was overwhelmed.   I grew angry over what I had seen 
and began dwelling on negative thoughts.  I opened Morning Prayer for that day and read this from 
Ephesians:  Never let evil talk pass your lips; say only the good things others need to hear, things  
that will really help them.   Do nothing that will sadden the Holy Spirit with whom you were sealed 
against the day of redemption.  Get rid of all bitterness, all passion and anger, harsh words, slander, 
and malice of every kind.   In place of these, be kind to one another, compassionate, and mutually 
forgiving, just as God has forgiven you in Christ.  Ephesians 4:25-32 
 
The writer of Ephesians is simply echoing what Jesus proclaimed in calling us to love one another.  
Ephesians challenges us to focus on what brings life – the larger picture.  Perhaps it is the pandemic 
we are living through, or the troubling times in our nation’s history, or the difficult moments in each 
of our lives.  Whatever it is that threatens to overwhelm you, perhaps these are moments challeng-
ing us, like the Letter to the Ephesians, to make a choice.  Will we focus on the black dots, the prob-
lems and pain, or will we look for the good?  Will we look for God?  This is the journey of faith!  Stay 
strong my friends.  Love one another and always - remember the One who holds you forever.   
 
Stay hopeful! 

                  Pastor Dave 
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Financial Report for December 

 
           Month      YTD                                                      

  Income      $36,052          $244,839 

  Expenses          23,822           242,894                          

  FUND BALANCE       $ 12,230          $   1,944  

    
THANK YOU SO MUCH for your generous giving during very difficult times! 

This year’s Adopt-A-Family project (Christmas Gift Tree) had to be done a little dif-

ferently than in the past, but congregation members of Lutheran Church of the 

Good Shepherd came through, as always, in spite of the odds!   

 

You made it possible for us to provide a very Merry Christmas for Wheeling Town-

ship families in need.  Instead of gifts, Wheeling Township instructed us that they 

were looking for gift cards to give to the recipients.  On November 24th, we deliv-

ered $1775.00 in gift cards for Target, Walmart and Kohls.  Cards that were pur-

chased through our Shop-Share-Donate program earned enough funds to pur-

chase an addition $100 worth of cards.  

 

We would like to express our very great thanks to all who contributed to this ef-

fort!  You are an amazingly generous congregation!  Special thanks also to Barb K. 

and members of the Social Ministry Committee for organizing the project.   



P A G E  4  T H E  S H E P H E R D ’ S  S T A F F  

THANK YOU from Wheeling Township! 
 
Your donations in 2020 helped us feed many, many needy 
neighbors!!  Your faithful donations were a lifeline to the hun-
gry in our area during this difficult time.  We could not have 
made such an impact on hunger in our community without 
your generosity!  THANK YOU for each and every donation!!  It 

DID make a difference!! 
 
We will continue our Drive-Thru Food Pantry collections in 2021.  The next two collection dates 
are February 19th and March 19th.  Remember that food donations can be dropped off at the 
church kitchen if the time and date of the formal collection is not convenient for you, or you 
can call Barb K. and she can pick up your donations. 
 
This year we will not be sponsoring a “Souper Love” campaign to collect canned food.  Last year 
we collected 332 cans, and the previous year 297.  We are hoping that, in lieu of this effort, eve-
ryone will continue to donate to our Hunger Drives instead.  It is helping so much.  We, along 
with Wheeling Township, are grateful to you. 

Generosity Fund Update:  We are so grateful that donations 
of $600 per month for special outreach purposes will continue 
in 2021so that we can reach out and help others in need!  We 
are blessed to have this opportunity! 

Wednesday, February 17th is ASH WEDNESDAY and the 
season of Lent officially begins.  Join us on YouTube on Feb-
ruary 17th for our Ash Wednesday service.  We will also be 
broadcasting Holden Evening Prayer services each Wednes-
day during Lent. 

Welcome, New Board Members! 
We welcome two returning Board members, and one new one!  The virtual Annual Meeting 
on Sunday, January 24th, was a new experience for us; however, all things went well.  At 
this meeting the congregation voted on the proposed 2021 Budget, and also on those wish-
ing to serve on the Board of Ministers this year. 
 
We are grateful to Terry O. and Bev M. for agreeing to serve another term on the Board.  We 
welcome Barb K. as a new Board member, though by far not new to serving at Good Shep-
herd!   We are blessed to have members so dedicated to our church! 
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Love Divine, 
All Loves Excelling 

by Charles Wesley 

 
 

Love divine, all loves excelling, 
Joy of Heav’n to earth come down; 

Fix in us thy humble dwelling; 
All thy faithful mercies crown! 

 
Jesus, Thou art all compassion, 
Pure unbounded love Thou art; 

Visit us with Thy salvation, 
Enter every trembling heart. 

 
Breathe, O breathe Thy loving Spirit 

Into every troubled breast! 
Let us all in Thee inherit; 

Let us find that second rest. 
 

Take away our bent to sinning; 
Alpha and Omega be; 

End of faith, as its beginning, 
Set our hearts at liberty. 

 
Come, Almighty to deliver, 
Let us all Thy life receive; 

Suddenly return, and never, 
Nevermore Thy temples leave. 

 
Thee we would be always blessing, 

Serve Thee as Thy hosts above, 
Pray and praise Thee without ceasing, 

Glory in Thy perfect love. 
 

Finish, then, Thy new creation; 
Pure and spotless let us be; 

Let us see Thy great salvation 
Perfectly restored in Thee; 

 
Changed from glory into glory, 
Till in Heav’n we take our place, 

Till we cast our crowns before Thee, 
Lost in wonder, love, and praise. 
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WHAT HAPPENS IN 

HEAVEN WHEN WE 

PRAY?  
  

I dreamt that I went to Heaven and an angel 

was showing me around.  We walked side-by-

side inside a large workroom filled with an-

gels.  My angel guide stopped in front of the first section and said, "This is the Receiving 

Section.  Here, all petitions prayed to God in prayer are received."  I looked around this 

area, and it was terribly busy with so many angels sorting out petitions written on volumi-

nous paper sheets and scraps from people all over the world.   

 

Then we moved on down a long corridor until we reached the second section.  The angel 

then said to me, "This is the Packaging and Delivery Section.  Here, the graces and bless-

ings the people asked for are processed and delivered to the living persons who asked for 

them."  I noticed again how busy it was there.  There were many angels working hard at 

that station, since so many blessings had been requested and were being packaged for de-

livery to Earth.   

 

At the farthest end of the long corridor we stopped at the door of a very small station.  To 

my great surprise, only one angel was seated there, idly doing nothing.  "This is the Ac-

knowledgment Section," my angel friend quietly admitted to me.  He seemed embar-

rassed.  "How is it that there is no work going on here?" I asked.  “So sad," the angel 

sighed.  "After people receive the blessings that they asked for, very few send back ac-

knowledgments."  "How does one acknowledge God's blessings?"  I asked.  "Simple," the 

angel answered.  Just say, "Thank you, Lord."  "What blessings should they acknowl-

edge?" I asked.  "If you have food in the refrigerator, clothes on your back, a roof over-

head, and a place to sleep, if you have money in the bank, in your wallet, and spare 

change in a dish, if you woke up this morning with more health than illness, if you have 

never experienced the fear in battle, the loneliness of imprisonment, the agony of torture, 

or the pangs of starvation, if you can attend a church without the fear of harassment, ar-

rest, torture, or death, if you can hold your head up and smile, you are blessed."   

 

"Okay. What now?  How can I start?” 

 

If you can read this, count your blessings.  And remember to thank the Giver of all good 

gifts. 
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"Casting all your care 

upon Him; for He 

cares for you." 
1 Peter 5:7 

 

 

 

It is a happy way of soothing sorrow when we can feel--"HE cares for me."  

Christian!  Do not dishonor religion by always wearing a brow of care; 

come, cast your burden upon your Lord. You are staggering beneath a 

weight which your Father would not feel.  What seems to you a crushing 

burden, would be to Him but as the small dust of the balance.  Nothing is 

so sweet as to "lie passive in God's hands, And know no will but his." 

 

O child of suffering, be patient; God has not passed you over in his provi-

dence.  He who is the feeder of sparrows will also furnish you with what 

you need.  Do not sit down in despair; hope on, hope ever.  Take up the 

arms of faith against a sea of trouble, and your opposition shall yet end 

your distresses.  There is One who cares for you.  His eye is fixed on you, 

His heart beats with pity for your woe, and His hand omnipotent shall yet 

bring you the needed help.  The darkest cloud shall scatter itself in show-

ers of mercy.  The blackest gloom shall give place to the morning.  He, if 

you are one of his family, will bind up your wounds, and heal your broken 

heart.  Do not doubt His grace because of your tribulation, but believe 

that He loves you as much in seasons of trouble as in times of happiness.  

What a serene and quiet life might you lead if you would leave providing 

to the God of providence!  With a little oil in the cruse, and a handful of 

meal in the barrel, Elijah outlived the famine, and you will do the same.  If 

God cares for you, why need you care too?  Can you trust him for your 

soul, and not for your body?  He has never refused to bear your burdens, 

He has never fainted under their weight.  Come, then, soul!  Be done with 

fretful care, and leave all your concerns in the hand of a gracious God. 
 

From Charles Spurgeon's "Morning and Evening" devotional, for January 6th. 
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This is the sixth year of our congregation’s support of ELCA World Hunger during  

the 40 days of Lent.  Each year our support  has increased – from $1,300 in 2016 

to over $4,500 last year!  Together during Lent we study, pray, worship, and give 

generously to those in need.  This year we’ll gather differently due to the Pandemic 

but will still respond to the call of charity and justice to all of God’s people. 
 
 

40 DAYS OF GIVING DURING LENT 
 From Ash Wednesday, February 17, 

to  

Easter Sunday, April 4, 2021 
 

 

+ Sign up for a weekly email devotion – contact the church office to register. 

 

+ Join a weekly Zoom gathering on Wednesdays at 6 PM  -  prior to the 7 PM  

 YouTube worship - for a brief Bible study lead by Pastor Dave.  Contact him to 

 register – email: <prdave1949@usa.com>   A Study Guide will be mailed to  

 participants.  (Have your own  Lenten supper as you view church friends on the 

 computer!)  

 

+ 7 PM Lenten Prayer Worship on YouTube each Wednesday 

 

+ Financially support ELCA World Hunger 

 - checks payable to Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd with ELCA World  

  Hunger on memo line.  Mail to the church  or drop off contributions at the  

  church on Food Drive dates  (2/19 & 3/19) 
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In the last year ~ 

 

as the world has reeled 

from the effects of a 

deadly pandemic, we 

have seen the number of 

hungry people around 

the world rise, watched 

as food pantries and 

soup kitchens expanded 

to serve an ever-growing 

number of guests, and 

longed together in hope 

for the time when we 

“will hunger no more, 

and thirst no more ... 

and God will wipe 

away every tear from 

[our] eyes” (Revelation 

7:16-17).  

 

This very yearning is at 

the heart of who we are 

as church together.  Yet 

our longing has never 

led to inertia or despair, 

despite the discouraging 

forecasts. 

 

We are an Easter people, 

ever journeying toward 

the cross but trusting in 

faith that God’s story 

does not end on that hill.  

 
 

This Lent, you’re invited to join together 

with fellow supporters to pledge to work to 

end hunger during ELCA World Hunger’s 40 

Days of Giving.  Your support is critical to 

help people around the world who face hun-

ger and poverty.  

 

We invite you to study, pray, react and give 

with us during ELCA World Hunger’s 40 

Days of Giving — for our families, our 

neighbors and communities around the 

world. 
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Join Us for 
Sunday School! 

 
 

Jesus said to his disciples:  “Let the little children come to me: 
do not stop them for it is to such of these that the kingdom of God belongs. 

Mark 10:14 

  
The New Year was welcomed with a lesson about John the Baptist and an extraordinary event, the baptism of 

Jesus.  We got to know a little about John the Baptist and what he was doing by the Jordan River.  Was John 

ever surprised when Jesus asked John to baptize him!  We saw that in baptism we are washed on the outside 

with water and cleansed on the inside with God’s Spirit.  We also explored the fact that when people found out 

who Jesus was, some of them stopped following John, and started following Jesus.  John was certainly okay with 

this because he knew in his heart who Jesus was.  Some interesting and fun activities were included in the Sun-

day School packet.  It is always interesting to see how people of the Bible are depicted by artists.  Some pic-

tures of Jesus and John were included with the lesson.  We also explored what baptism means within our faith 

tradition.  With the activity entitled, “This Whole Baptism Idea,” we had fun making a word-web designed 

around the word “baptism.”  The words to the song, “Oh, Jesus Loves Me,” were included in the packet.  The 

children know the song well and were encouraged to sing it for their families. We always end our lesson with a 

prayer that we lift up to God. 

 

Our second lesson of the month was entitled, “Jonah and the Big Fish.”  This certainly was a fun and interesting 

lesson to explore!  What happened to Jonah when he decided not to go through with God’s plan was really an eye 

opener!  It sure must have been nasty in the belly of that fish!  We saw how Jonah changed his mind and even-

tually went to Nineveh to share God’s message with the people.  Although Jonah did this, we saw that he was 

angry that God did not punish the people of Nineveh, even though they repented.  We ended our story with the 

question, “Do you think Jonah ever changed his mind and repented like the people of Nineveh?”  We recon-

structed the story with a sticker scene packet.  Through this activity, the children made their own booklet that 

helped to reinforce the lesson.  There were also several other activities included that centered around the les-

son.  We explored what the big city of Nineveh was like and why Jonah may have been scared to go there.  An-

other song, “Fishers of Men,” was shared in the packet.  We ended with the following prayer:  “Dear God, help 

me to trust that your plans are the best, even when I don’t like them at first.  Please help me to follow your 

plans. Amen.” 

 

With the restrictions still in place, we are happy and blessed to still share God’s Word through our Sunday 

School lesson packets.  We are hopeful that sometime this year, we will all be together in our classroom at Good 

Shepherd, sharing His Word.  We look forward to that day!  Blessings from the Sunday School Team! 

 

 

We are sorry that we cannot have in-person Sunday School classes at this time.  However, our teachers are still 

reaching out to each student with packets sent to their homes.  Below is an example of some of the things they 

learned in January. 

 
If you know of a child ages 3-11 years who do not have a church home, please invite them to experience 

the Joys of Sunday School at Good Shepherd.  Information and registration forms are available 

by contacting the church office. 
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One of our congregants has contributed an interesting article written by one of the members of Our Saviours Lu-
theran Church about the conservation garden they developed on the grounds of the church.   As many remem-
ber, David Peterson, who interned with us, was a member of this congregation.  They are only the second church 
in Cook County to receive this certification award. 

 

Community Gardening in Action by Kathy Hendricksen  
 
Our Saviours Lutheran Church in Arlington Heights has had a congregational Green Team 
since 2005.  The team has led Earth Sunday celebrations, hosted a “veggie share” where mem-
bers bring extra garden produce to church for others who need it; hosted an annual Earth Day 
forest preserve cleanup project, and recently installed 272 solar panels on the church building’s 
roof which produce more electricity than the congregation needs.  
 
Following up on an idea from Green Team committee chair Kurtis Frank, the Green Team and 
Landscape committees partnered in the spring of 2019 to plan a pollinator garden on the 
church grounds.  Designed and constructed by Green Team member Thom Kraak, the site was 
prepared last fall and the first set of perennials planted by church volunteers.  Work continued 
this summer to create a gravel path, benches, and a small pond that includes a solar powered 
pump to trickle water to attract wildlife and provide rocks for resting butterflies.  This past Octo-
ber additional perennials were planted by socially distanced church volunteers. There are over 
40 different varieties of native plants and cultivars selected to bloom at various parts of the sea-
son and to attract pollinators and butterflies.  
 
One of the goals of the garden is to demonstrate to the congregation and community the 
beauty of native plants and sustainable landscaping.  Green Team and Landscape Committee 
member Kathy Hendricksen had learned from her fellow Arlington Heights Garden Club mem-
bers and University of Illinois Master Gardeners Pete Landwehr and Bev Krams about the Con-
servation@Home program when it was introduced a few years ago. She made obtaining this 
classification a goal for the Our Saviours pollinator garden and was pleased Pete and Bev were 
the on site evaluators to award certification this past November.  
 
As the second church in Cook County to obtain Conservation@Home certification, the group 
hopes to share their experiences with other faith communities to consider doing similar pro-
jects. Future goals include adding metal plant 
markers to label the plants, having Sunday 
school children use their hands to paint a pot in 
the garden, and formally dedicating the garden 
post pandemic. 
   
The Our Saviours Green Team looks forward to 
tapping into the educational resources from 
the Conservation@Home program which com-
plements the team’s mission to participate in 
activities that create a sustainable environment 
at church, at home and in the community. 
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