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THE SHEPHERD’S STAFF

For this February newsletter I have three points to make. Maybe
it should be Father, Son, and Holy Spirit! But no, it’s not.
Annual Report
Wow!! What an impressive array of ministry! From congregational ministries to local service to missions and benevolence to
synod. Our 2019 Annual Report tells the story of your faith.
Hope all of you looked at the report as it was e-mailed to you
several weeks ago. Its’ pages are full of your faith at work! For
it is true, you and I are partners with all the ministries we support. A lot of work went into preparing this report for you.
Take time and read it and know more about this congregation
that we all love.
The Holy Scriptures
I have a recurring dream (day dream, not night dream) about my church . . . I dream of
generations falling in love with God’s Word and knowing it so well that they will no
longer need to teach one another, but will seek out and teach those who do not yet know
the joys contained within the Holy Scriptures.
I dream of our people wearing out their Bibles every five years. I dream of our people
committing huge chunks of Scripture to memory. I dream about people knowing the biblical basis for the liturgy, our hymns and praise songs, theological discourse, service, acts
of mercy and justice.
I dream of churches bursting at the seams because folks cannot get enough of God’s
Word. I dream of our people understanding the magnitude of Jesus, his Father, and their
Spirit (got it in there anyway!).
I dream of a church in which the Holy Scriptures will truly be the norm and authority for
our faith and life.
World Hunger
“God has not left us the poor to feed because He is unable to do this, but God asks from
us, for our own good, the fruit of justice and mercy.” Basil the Great of Caesarea
The season of Epiphany is the time that Jesus is revealed as the One who brings justice
and mercy to people. We who bear his name and follow him are called to let the justice
and mercy of Christ flow through us. As we look ahead to the Lenten season at the end
of February, we will again ask everyone to save their coins for World Hunger —especially
fopr the starving children of the world. Start saving now!!
Pastor Dave
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“Souper” Love
Love is Giving
During the month of February, we are encouraging you to participate in a special service project, “Souper Love.” The idea is to collect soup and canned goods for the
Wheeling Township Food Pantry. February is a perfect time to show our love
for our neighbors by providing them with hearty, warming soup. And it will be
so welcome during the cold winter months. So join us!! When you do your
shopping in February, throw a few extra cans of soup into your cart for donation to our project!

This year’s Adopt-A-Family project has been a huge success thanks to YOU, the
wonderful, giving congregation of Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd!
You made it possible for us to provide a very Merry Christmas for five Wheeling
Township families (27 people): ten adults and seventeen children! Each adult received one requested gift, and each child received two requested clothing items
and two requested toys/sporting goods/gift cards. We also made up gift bags for
each family containing donated candies and $75.00 in grocery gift cards!
With help from the Generosity Fund, there were also cash funds available to give
to Wheeling Township to use as needed.
Thank you to the Rebekah Circle for organizing the project. We look forward to
the opportunity to continue this project again next year!!
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Do you have an extra 10 or 15 minutes
once or twice per year? Be a greeter!
Greet the people as they enter the sanctuary before the 9:30 AM service. It’s a
great way to get to know the congregation. A sign-up sheet
is on the kiosk. Questions? Call Nicole S. at 847-4789822.

Financial Report for December
Income
Expenses
FUND BALANCE

Month
$31,831
19,986
$ 11,846

YTD
$248,742
235,967
$ 12,775

Full Finance Reports are posted on the bulletin board by the coffee area.
THANK YOU for your generous giving to Good Shepherd’s ministries!

We recently were able to deliver over 10
pounds of pop tops to the Ronald
McDonald House Charity!! Thank you
to all who are so diligent to save your
pop tops and bring them to the church!
The collection box is once again empty,
so let’s fill it to the brim again!
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Generosity Fund Update
We are so grateful that our special family is again
donating $600 per month to Good Shepherd so
that we can reach out and help others in need.
In January, $600 was given to the Girls Club in
Prospect Heights. Last October the women in our
Police Department started a club for girls ages 14-17. They meet on a monthly basis and average attendance is 14 girls. At each meeting, they come together to
discuss their concerns and make new friends. They also receive a meal.
Speakers come each month to discuss subjects such as bullying, etc. There also
have fun excursions, such as a recent visit to Palwaukee Airport to view planes
and even sit in the cockpit. This is certainly a worthwhile organization for girls to
come together at a difficult time in a teenager’s life, and we are happy to be able
to help them.

Wednesday, February 26th is ASH
WEDNESDAY and the season of Lent officially begins. Join us at 7:00 PM on February
26th for our Ash Wednesday service with
Holy Communion and Imposition of Ashes.

THANK YOU from Wheeling Township!
Your donations in 2019 helped us feed many, many needy neighbors. Initial statistics show 5,018 visits to the pantry, which fed 10,072 people! Of those, 2,171
were children, and approximately 3,726 were
seniors. We could not have made such an impact o hunger in our community without your
generosity! THANK YOU for each and every donation!! It DID make a difference!!
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I Love You, Lord
I love You, Lord, and I lift my voice
To worship You, Oh my soul, rejoice!
Take joy, my King, in what You hear.
May it be a sweet, sweet sound
In Your ear.
—Laurie Klein

How often do you say to Jesus, “I love you”? Amazingly, He receives joy when
your soul rejoices. Your words are a sweet sound in His ear.
Jesus invites you to be His close friend. Do you dare accept such an invitation?
He knows your personality, gifts, and circumstances so intimately that your relationship with Him won’t be like any before or since. It is unique to you and Him.
Other people can tell you about their experiences with God, but you can be sure
that yours will differ. What He asks you to do will be especially designed for you.
He speaks in a language you understand. He knows your needs and the desires
of your heart.
What does He require of you in return? Oh, just everything — your total commitment, total devotion, total willingness to be lost in His love. His love goes two
ways! He’ll share His life with you if you’ll ask Him what’s on His heart and gladly
carry it as your own, be willing to let your heart be broken by what breaks His,
and make His glory your priority.
Jesus delights in your worship, even as you delight in His presence. So lift your
voice in praise!
We love because he first loved us. 1 John 4:19
PRAYER: Tell the Lord that you want to receive all the love that He has to give you, and that
you want to love Him in return. Worship and adore Him; let your soul rejoice.
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To the people of Good
Shepherd:
Thank you so much for
your generosity during
our Christmas Adopt-aFamily effort in December.
On this page and the next
are “thank you” notes and
pictures that all came from
ONE FAMILY (Family #71)
that received our gifts!!
We couldn’t resist showing them all to you!!
Never think that your generosity is not appreciated,
as you can see by this family’s gratitude!

Hi, I’m Daisy. I am 10 years old. Thank you very much to your family for the beautiful
gifts. Merry Christmas. I wish you a Happy New Year. I am so grateful.
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Thank you very much. May God bless you.

Thank you for the gifts.
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Coming
During
Lent
This Lent you’re invited
to join together with
fellow supporters to study,
pray, and give during

ELCA World Hunger’s
40 Days of Giving
Engage in transformative
works of love as God calls us
into the ministry of hope,
liberation and restoration
of our world.
Here at Good Shepherd:
40 DAYS OF GIVING
DURING LENT
From Ash Wednesday,
February 26,
to
Easter Sunday,
April 12, 2020

+ Take home a Lenten
Devotional Calendar
+ Take home a “cross jar”
to collect coins
+ Financially support ELCA
World Hunger
+ Participate on Wednesday
evenings at Bible study,
Lenten dinner, and Worship
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Join Us for
Sunday School!
Jesus said to his disciples: “Let the little children come to me:
do not stop them for it is to such of these that the kingdom of God belongs.
Mark 10:14
Young children between the ages of 3 & 11 are welcome on the 2 nd and 4th Sunday of each month
to join our Sunday School class in the lower level
from 10:30 to 11:30 AM following the 9:30 AM worship service
while parents relax in a comfortable lounge near the classroom.

With the New Year, the children were eager to get back to Bible business! In
our first session back, we focused on Jesus as a young boy in the temple.
Mrs. Barb’s songs were uplifting and really got us moving! The children
really enjoyed the activity where we made a poster of things children can
do better than adults. Yes, technology was one of the first items listed! The
theme of children teaching adults really tied into the story of Jesus as a
young boy teaching in the temple. Before story time, we had a discussion
about Epiphany, since we had just celebrated it the week before. As we
read the story of the day, the children were intrigued by how Jesus, as a
young boy was able to teach grown-ups about God. We discussed how Jesus brought a whole new way of thinking about God and God’s love to our
world. We re-read the story using a rebus puzzle. The children found the
use of letters, words, and pictures in the rebus story an interesting way of
creating a message. We ended the day’s session with the children making a
prayer mobile to hang up at home. It was a great start to the New Year!

Sunday School Schedule for February:
February 9 and 23 at 10:30 AM - All are welcome!

LUTHERAN CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
A CONGREGATION OF THE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH IN AMERICA
A STEPHEN MINISTRY CONGREGATION

1111 N. Elmhurst Road
Prospect Heights, IL 60070
Phone: 847-537-4353
E-mail the church office at
goodshepnk@aol.com

Rev. David Beese, Interim Pastor
Gloria Sun Oh, Organist
Susan Baushke, Choir Director
Nancy Krieg, Office Administrator
Office hours: Monday – Friday

“Knowing Christ and Making Him Known”

We’re on the web:
www.lcgoodshepherd.com

9:00 AM to 4:00 PM

