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Living Water 

òThose who drink of the water that I will give them will never be 
thirsty.ó  John 4:13 
 
As we enter Lent once again, we are going to be focusing on the 
role of water in the history of salvation.   From creation beginning 
in watery chaos to water flowing from Jesusõ side on the cross, wa-
ter has been part of key moments in the long story of God, crea-
tion, and the work of redeeming that creation.   During the season 
after Epiphany, we have been remembering our baptisms as wor-
ship begins, praying Martin Lutherõs òflood prayer.ó   This short 
prayer traces how water has been a part of Godõs work bringing 
life to the world since the very beginning.  
 
During our mid -week services this spring, weõll be using this prayer 
as the basis for a series of worship opportunities that focus on òLiving Water.ó  The first Wednes-
day during Lent (February 21), weõll have worship in All Saints Hall after we eat and share a new 
act of worship to help us meditate on how water plays a part in Godõs work redeeming the 
world, and more importantly, on how God continues the work of redeeming the world.  
The following three Wednesdays we will use the familiar format of dinner in All Saints Hall fol-
lowed by Holden Evening Prayer in the worship space.  Each week, the preacher will focus on a 
text where God uses water to further Godõs mission. 
 
The final Wednesday of Lent, weõll have a hymn sing with healing and communion in All Saints 
Hall following dinner.  
 
The offerings from each Wednesday will be designated for the purchase of a well through ELCA 
Good Gifts, a way to offer people access to living water.  Access to drinkable water is something 
I know I take for granted.   Last week, a water main broke across the street from my home.  We 
had no running water for about 6 hours.   I kept going to turn on the faucet to rinse things off, 
wash hands and dishes, and slake my thirst.  It was only when the water was turned off I real-
ized how much I used it.  And when the water came back on, we had a boil order because we 
couldnõt safely drink the water coming out of the faucet.  While we have easy access to bottled 
water, just knowing we could run out and Iõd have to go get more made me think a little bit be-
fore I took each sip.  
 
Billions of people around the world live with not being able to drink the water every day.   The 
gift of a well can help keep people healthy so they can continue to work, go to school, and care 
for one another.   This is a very concrete way we can take part in the work God has been doing 
from the beginning and help life flourish.  
 
As we think about the living water that brings us life, we will also be helping to bring life -giving 
water to neighbors in need.   May this season of Lent be like a refreshing drink of Godõs living 
water. 
 
                  Pastor Eric 
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Thanks to a very generous gift from a 
member of our congregation, we 
were able to give All Saints Hall a new 
paint job in January!!  OUR THANKS 
not only to the donor, but also to the 
following people who worked so 
hard to accomplish this task: 
 

Gary S. 
Chuck B. 

Bev B. 
Bonnie W. 
Scott M. 
Val M. 

 
Along with these members and 
friends, we were also blessed to have 
a group of PADS residents come out 
on one of the days to paint.  They 
were a great help as well! 

 
 
 
 
Lent Begins 

 

with an Ash Wednesday ser-

vice at 7:00 PM on February 

14th. A schedule of Suppers 

and Services during Lent can 

be found on page 7 of this 

newsletter.  

FOREVER YOUNGFOREVER YOUNGFOREVER YOUNG   

Forever Young will not meet in January or Febru-

ary of  2018.  Our next get-together will be Fri-

day, March 2nd at Jamesonôs Restaurant. 

 

 
 
 

 
 
Did you know that by reading just 2-3 chapters a day, 
you can cover the whole Bible in a yearõs time?     
 

    February  
 
    1    Lev. 1-3    
    2    Lev. 4-6    
    3    Lev. 7-8    
    4    Lev. 9-10    
    5    Lev. 11-13   
    6    Lev. 14-15   
    7    Lev. 16-18   
    8    Lev. 19-21   
    9    Lev. 22-23   
    10  Lev. 24-25   
    11  Lev. 26-27 
    12  Numbers 1-2 
    13  Numbers 3-4 
    14  Numbers 5-6 
    15  Numbers 7 
    16  Numbers 8-9 
    17  Numbers 10-11 
    18  Numbers 12-13 
    19  Numbers 14-15 
    20  Numbers 16-18 
    21  Numbers 19-20 
    22  Numbers 21-22 
    23  Numbers 23-25 
    24  Numbers 26-27 
    25  Numbers 28-29 
    26  Numbers 30-31 
    27  Numbers 32-33 
    28  Numbers 34-36     
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Adult Education Opportunities  
 
Adult education typically meets on the 1st and 3rd Sundays of the month following worship  from Sep-
tember until May. Come join us for presentations and discussion to deepen your faith  and equip you to 
follow your calling  in the world, whatever that calling might 
be. 
 
February 4  -  òGo, Make Disciplesó 
 
February 18  -   òPlaces in the New Testament ñ  
     Gospelsó 

Financial Report for December 

 
           Month       YTD                                                       

  Income      $58,876          $277,296  

  Expenses          29,043             271,203                          

  FUND BALANCE        $ 29,833         $    6,093  

    

THANK YOU!!  
 Full Finance Reports are posted on the bulletin board by the coffee area. 

 

1-Day Service Event  
The mission of WINGS Program, Inc. is to provide housing, integrated services, education and 

advocacy to end domestic violence. They help create a society in which every domestic vio-

lence survivor has a voice and the resources to break the cycle of domestic violence. JOIN US 

FOR A 1-DAY SERVICE EVENT on Saturday, February 17th from 9:00 AM to noon.   We will 

be working at the WINGS Logistics Center, 1265 Oakton Street in Elk Grove Village.  A signup 

sheet is in the narthex.   
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JOYS OF 

SUNDAY SCHOOL  

 

 
 

 

Jesus said to his disciples:  ñLet the little children come to me: do not stop them 

for it is to such of these that the kingdom of God belongs.ò  Mark 10:14 
 

Young children between the ages of 3 and 11 are welcome  

on the 2 nd and 4 th  Sunday of each month   

to join our Sunday School class in the lower level  

from 10:30 to 11:30 AM  

following the 9:30 AM worship service  

  while parents relax in a comfortable lounge near the classroom.  

 
We were happy to welcome two new students to our classroom in December.  This sister and 

brother are new to the neighborhood.   They certainly add joy of our Sunday School!   We 

were pleased to know that their parents had noticed the Sunday School banner on the sign in 

front of our church. 

 

During January the Sunday School children enjoyed a lesson about the three Wisemen fol-

lowing the star to worship the baby Jesus.   They liked the star theme -- singing ñTwinkle, 

Twinkle Christmas Starò and playing a game about a shining star.   Another session centered 

on praising God and using the Holy Bible to explore the Psalms.   The discussion was on the 

many ways to ñPraise the Lordò ï song, dance, musical instruments, prayer, & worship.  The 

children surprised the parents with a musical Praise the Lord Parade through their lounge! 

 

 

Sunday School Schedule for February: 

February 11 and 25 at 10:30 AM 
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WHATS HAPPENING IN SOCIAL MINISTRY  
 
 

Our generous family will once again be donating $600.00 monthly in 

2018.  This money helps so many people and agencies that help others.  

Thank you.  We welcome any ideas where this money can be used to 

help others in the coming year.  If you have any ideas that you would 

like to see explored, please let a member of the Social Ministry Commit-

tee know. 

 

 

 

 
 
Your Board of Ministers met on Tuesday, January 9th, and the following was discussed: 
 
The 2018 LCGS Budget as recommended by the Finance committee was discussed.  The Board 
passed a resolution to bring the Budget before the congregation for acceptance at the Annual 
Congregational Meeting January 28th.  
 
The role and size of the Executive Committee was brought to the attention of the Board with a 
discussion planned for next monthõs meeting. 
 
The Witness Committee has chosen March 17th as a date for a speaker, Dave D., to come to 
LCGS to discuss the dynamics of evangelism. 
 
The Prospect Heights Police Department is developing a program for the safety and security of 
public buildings.   Once the program is finalized, a presentation of the recommended procedures 
will be made at LCGS. 
 
The Winter Board Retreat is scheduled for Saturday. February 3rd. 
 
The Interfaith Mission Group has chosen Detroit as the 2018 mission trip destination.  The trip 
will be Aug. 1st - 5th (Wed - Sun). 
 
The Board thanked our outgoing members Ruth M. and Ken S. for their dedicated service to 
LCGS during their years on the Board. 
 
Our next Board of Ministers meeting is February 13th @ 7:00 pm.  All are welcome. 

BOARD BRIEFS 
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WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 21ST 

5:15 PM  Bible Study  -  ñFaces of Jesusò  

6:00 PM Lenten Supper - Rebekah Circle 

7:00 PM Lenten Worship in All Saints Hall 

 

 

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 28TH 

5:15 PM  Bible Study  -  ñFaces of Jesusò 

6:00 PM Lenten Supper - Social Ministry 

7:00 PM Holden Evening Prayer 

 

 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 7TH  

5:15 PM  Bible Study  -  ñFaces of Jesusò  

6:00 PM Lenten Supper - Abigail Circle 

7:00 PM Holden Evening Prayer 

 

 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 14TH  

 5:15 PM  Bible Study  -  ñFaces of Jesusò   

6:00 PM  Lenten Supper - Mission Trip Team 

7:00 PM Holden Evening Prayer 

 

 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 21ST 

 5:15 PM  Bible Study  -  ñFaces of Jesusò   

6:00 PM  Lenten Supper - Menôs Bible Study 

7:00 PM Lenten Worship and Service of Healing in All Saints Hall 
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Amazing Grace 
 
 

Amazing grace! How sweet the sound  
That saved a wretch like me! 

I once was lost, but now am found;  
Was blind, but now I see. 

 
Through many dangers, toils and snares, 

I have already come; 
õTis grace hath brought me safe thus far, 

And grace will lead me home.  
 

The Lord has promised good to me, 
His Word my hope secures; 

He will my Shield and Portion be, 
As long as life endures. 

 
The earth shall soon dissolve like snow, 

The sun forbear to shine;   
But God, who called me here below,  

Will be forever mine. 
 

When weõve been there ten thousand years, 
Bright shining as the sun, 

Weõve no less days to sing Godõs praise 
Than when weõd first begun. 

 
                ñ John Newton  

 
The Greyhound  had been thrashing about in the north Atlantic storm for over a week.  Its can-
vas sails were ripped, and the wood on one side of the ship had been torn away and splintered. 
The sailors had little hope of survival, but they mechanically worked the pumps, trying to keep 
the vessel afloat.  On the eleventh day of the storm, sailor John Newton was too exhausted to 
pump, so he was tied to the helm and tried to hold the ship to its course.  From one o'clock until 
midnight he was at the helm.  
 
With the storm raging fiercely, Newton had time to think.  His life seemed as ruined and 
wrecked as the battered ship he was trying to steer through the storm.  Since the age of eleven 
he had lived a life at sea.  Sailors were not noted for the refinement of their manners, but New-
ton had a reputation for profanity, coarseness, and debauchery which even shocked many a 
sailor. 
 
John Newton had rejected his mother's teachings and had led other sailors into unbelief.  Cer-
tainly he was beyond hope and beyond saving, even if the Scriptures were true.  Yet, Newton's 
thoughts began to turn to Christ.  He found a New Testament and began to read. Luke 11:13 
seemed to assure him that God might still hear him: "If ye then, being evil, know how to give 
good gifts unto your children: how much more shall your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit 
to them that ask him." 
 
That day at the helm, March 21, 1748, was a day Newton remembered ever after, for "On that 
day the Lord sent from on high and delivered me out of deep waters."  Many years later, as an 
old man, Newton wrote in his diary of March 21, 1805: "Not well able to write; but I endeavor 
to observe the return of this day with humiliation, prayer, and praise."  Only God's amazing 
grace could and would take a rude, profane, slave-trading sailor and transform him into a child 
of God.  Newton never ceased to stand in awe of God's work in his life. 
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THANK YOU! 
 

Lutheran Social Services of Illinois would like to send you a warm thank you for providing holiday 

gifts and gift cards to over 1,200 of our clients.  It is because of your generosity that these children 

had a wonderful holiday.  We are always humbled by your thoughtfulness not only during the 

holiday season, but year round. Thank you again! 

 

LSSI Offers Programs for Mental and Emotional Well-Being 

The early months of the new year are filled with resolutions and the anticipation of fresh starts.  

For those committed to mental and emotional well -being in 2018, Lutheran Social Services of Illi-

nois (LSSI) can support people on their journey to wellness!  LSSI offer substance abuse, counsel-

ing, and mental health services at a number of Chicago, suburban, and northwest Illinois loca-

tions, including Elgin, Arlington Heights, and Sterling.  Visit https://www.lssi.org/services -

behavioral-health.php  to learn more. 

 

Thrivent Choice Dollars® directions can help Lutheran Social Services of Illinois 

Are you a member of Thrivent Financial whoõs eligible to direct Choice Dollars?  Choice Dollars 

charitable outreach funds can make a world of difference to our programs as we work together 

to serve the people of Illinois.  By directing Choice Dollars, eligible Thrivent members recommend 

where they feel Thrivent should distribute a portion of its charitable funds.  Directing Choice Dol-

lars is easy.  Simply go to Thrivent.com/thriventchoice to learn more and find program terms and 

conditions.  Or call 800-847-4836 and say òThrivent ChoiceÈó after the prompt. 

 

Save the Date! 

Compassion on Tap ð April 12 

Good Shepherd Sunday ð April 22 

Spring Fling ð April 28 

Lutheran Day ð May 8 

Amicus Certus ð October 6 
   

Did you know  that when tornadoes, floods, or other disasters affect Illinois communities, LSSI 

leads the Lutheran response with Lutheran Disaster Relief-Illinois? 
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www.mcselca.org/ www.lssi.org/  www.elca.org/  www.lwr.org/  www.lutheranworld.org/ www.livinglutheran.com/  

  

MISSION & MINISTRY OF OUR LUTHERAN CHURCH  
-  community ð region ð worldwide -  

By Bev Moody, Mission Interpreter  

 

Thank You from Bishop Miller ð Metro Chicago Synod Surpasses          

ELCA World Hunger Challenge Goal  
 

òIn case you missed it, I wanted to share this good news. We did it!  Together we have raised ap-

proximately $1,060,000 for ELCA World Hunger!  

 

Thanks be to God for the generous people of our synod who caught the vision of resolution 03 -16 To 

Support ELCA World Hunger that passed at our 2016 synod assembly where we voted unanimously 

òthat the congregations of the Metropolitan Chicago Synod accept the challenge to raise one million 

dollars  for ELCA World Hunger between June 1, 2016, and October 31, 2017.ó 

 

Good Shepherd   has been very faithful over the years supporting ELCA World Hunger.  During this 

MCS campaign period our congregation contributed over $1600 during our Lenten emphasis on water 

projects.  Thanks for your generosity!  

 

During the Lenten season this year, our congregation will concentrate on donating funds to ELCA 

World Hunger designated for building a water well . 

 

 

Who fondly remembers going to Bible Camp as a kid?                    

Share this information with kids and families that you know!  
 

Lutheran Outdoor Ministries Center (LOMC)  in Oregon, IL is a beautiful Bible Camp offering camp-

ers of all ages - from first graders to teenagers to families ð Bible studies, worship, recreational and 

creative activities.  It even has a zipline!  The mission of LOMC is to be the Church in outdoor set-

tings, nurturing Christian faith, and providing experiences connecting the Word of God with the 

World of God.  The camp is about a two hour drive from Good Shepherd.  

 

Freedom Tree Village at LOMC is an adult retreat center that is open year around.  A number of 

years ago women from Good Shepherd met there for an inspiring spiritual weekend retreat.  

 

A listing of the variety of weekly camps in on a bulletin board in the church hallway.  For additional 

information, go online at LOMC.org.  

 

Godõs work.Our hands. 



PA G E 1 1 T H E  SH E P H E R DõS ST A F F 

Mark your calendar for the òFaces of Christó Lenten Bible 

study and discussion to be held in the Music Room at 5:15 

PM preceding the five Wednesday night Lenten Suppers. 


