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1111 N. Elmhurst Road, Prospect Heights, IL 60070
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ADVENT is a time of hope and anticipation. It speaks not only
of the blessed event of the birth of the Christ-Child, but also of
that day when the triumphant Christ shall establish his reign
over every heart – when “nations shall beat their swords into
plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks…” or as St. Paul
describes that glorious day, “when every knee shall bow, and
every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord.”
Yes, ADVENT is a celebration of hope. It is the celebration of a
people who know what it is to be in darkness and to see a
great light. It is far more than tinsel and holly and silver bells
and the ringing of cash registers. ADVENT goes right to the
heart of the Christian experience. If Christmas is the season of
childhood, ADVENT is the season of maturity as our faith focuses on the Messiah who has brought hope into our world.
How we need hope!! We gaze introspectively at our own lives
and discover how inadequate we are to cope with so much
that life throws our way. We look around and discover a world hell-bent on destruction because
evil so permeates everything. And we find that our greatest comfort comes from our Savior,
whose coming brings us hope – hope to overcome the weakness of our daily living and hope to
bring a semblance of sanity to a confused world.
Yes, we need our ADVENT King, Jesus Christ, and the hope with which he infuses us. May our
preparations for Christmas this year be marked by an attitude which takes great solace in “the
hope of the ages.”

Come thou long expected Jesus
Born to set thy people free;
From our fears and sins release us;
Let us find our rest in thee.
Israel’s strength and consolation,
Hope of all the earth thou art,
Dear desire of every nation,
Joy of every longing heart.” ELW 254

Pastor Dave
Have a hopeful ADVENT and Joyous CHRISTMAS season!!
Since this is the last newsletter of the year, I want you to know what a joy it Has been for Nancy
and me to share with you in the ministry of Christ’s church during this past year. We consider it
an honor and a privilege to work with you, to pray for you, to weep with you, to rejoice with you.
Together we have sought to do the Lord’s work in this congregation and community. As this year
comes to an end, we want all of you to know of our love and prayers. May we all have a joyous
celebration of our Lord’s birth and a blessed New year!! May the Good News of God’s love in
Jesus Christ fill your hearts and homes with peace, hope, love and joy!!
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Official Notice of Annual
Congregational Meeting

Annual
Reports
Due!
ATTENTION
all
Board
members
and
Committee
Chairs: Annual reports for 2019 are
due in the church
office by December 29th!!
The
holidays are such
a hectic time —
please
compile
and submit your
report as soon as
possible.

The 2020 Annual Congregational Meeting of
Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd,
Prospect Heights, Illinois,
will be held in the sanctuary of the church on
Sunday, January 26, 2020, at 11:00 AM.
All confirmed members
on the active roll are eligible to vote.
(Published in the December, 2019 Staff)
Sunday Schedule for January 26th, 2020
9:30 AM - Communion service
11:00 AM - Annual Congregational Meeting

Social Ministry’s
Ongoing Donation
During 2019, we have been blessed by the
generosity of a family in our congregation
which enables us to give $600 each month
to an organization Social Ministry picks to receive it. In November,
$600 was given to Refugee One, an organization which creates
opportunity for refugees fleeing war, terror & persecution to build
new lives of safety, dignity & self-reliance. In December, $600 will
be donated to the Wheeling Township Adopt A Family project for
our Christmas Gift Tree campaign. Our thanks to the generous
contributors who have made these donations possible!

Look for your 2020 Offering Envelopes in the
narthex during December. If you know
someone who is not able to get to church,
you might deliver their envelope set to them.
Your help would be very much appreciated!
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Financial Report for October
Income
Expenses
FUND BALANCE

Month
$23,726
25,465
($ 1,739)

YTD
$198,975
195,833
$ 3,143

Full Finance Reports are posted on the bulletin board by the coffee area.

New Instructions
for Communion
We commune by individual cups,
intinction or the common cup. The
pastor serves everyone the host. We
are now offering gluten-free communion wafers. To receive a glutenfree wafer, place your right hand
over your heart and extend your left
for communion. The assisting minister follows the pastor with individual cups; if you would like to commune this way, please reach for a
cup from the tray. For those who
would prefer, juice is available in the
cups in the center of the tray. The
communion deacon follows with the
chalice if you would like to commune by intinction or the common
cup; if you would like to commune
with the chalice, please reach for it to
intinct or to drink. Those not communing may come forward for a
blessing. If you are doing so, cross
both hands across your chest.)

Make
Someone’s Day!
Send Birthday/
Anniversary Cards
in 2020!
It’s that time again! Time to think about sending
birthday and anniversary greetings to fellow
members in 2020!
Here’s how it works: volunteers pick a month
they would like to be responsible for. A list of
birthdays and anniversaries is generated by the
church office. Cards are located in the cabinet
in the hallway outside of the church office. We
even provide stamps! All you have to do is address the cards and write a short note to the
recipient congratulating them on their special
day.
Interested? Please contact Barb K. at 847-4590715 to let her know which month you want to
be responsible for! And thanks!
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Christmas Worship Schedule
Christmas Eve,
December 24th, 4:30 PM
Family-friendly service with
Holy Communion
and candlelighting
Christmas Eve,
December 24th, 10:00 PM
Traditional Liturgy with
Holy Communion
and candlelighting
Christmas Day, December 25th, 10:00 AM
Traditional Festival Worship
with Holy Communion

PAGE 7

THE SHEPHERD’S STAFF

O Holy Night
O holy night! the stars are brightly shining; It is the night of the dear Savior's birth.
Long lay the world in sin and error pining, Till he appeared and the soul felt its worth.
A thrill of hope--the weary world rejoices, For yonder breaks a new and glorious morn!
Fall on your knees! O hear the angel voices!
O night divine, O night when Christ was born!
O night, O holy night, O night divine!
Truly he taught us to love one another; His law is love and his gospel is peace.
Chains shall he break, for the slave is our brother, And in his name all oppression shall cease.
Sweet hymns of joy in grateful chorus raise we; Let all within us praise his holy name.
Christ is the Lord! O praise his name forever!
His pow'r and glory evermore proclaim! His pow'r and glory evermore proclaim!
His pow'r and glory evermore proclaim!

The strange and fascinating story of "O Holy Night" began in France. This seemingly simple song, inspired by a request from a clergyman, would become one of the most beloved anthems of all time.
In 1847, Placide Cappeau de Roquemaure was the commissionair of wines in a small
French town. Known more for his poetry than his church attendance, it probably
shocked Placide when his parish priest asked the commissionair to pen a poem for Christmas mass. Nonetheless, the poet was honored to share his talents with the church.
Using the gospel of Luke as his guide, Cappeau imagined witnessing the birth of Jesus in
Bethlehem. Moved by his own work, Cappeau decided that his "Cantique de Noel" was
not just a poem, but a song in need of a master musician's hand. The poet turned to one
of his friends, Adolphe Charles Adams, for help. As a man of Jewish ancestry, for Adolphe the words of "Cantique de Noel" represented a day he didn't celebrate and a man he
did not view as the son of God, but he quickly went to work, attempting to marry an
original score to Cappeau's beautiful words. Adams' finished work pleased both poet and
priest. The song was performed just three weeks later at a Midnight Mass on Christmas
Eve.
But when Placide Cappeau later walked away from the church and became a part of the
socialist movement, and church leaders discovered that Adolphe Adams was a Jew, the
song - which had quickly grown to be one of the most beloved Christmas songs in
France - was suddenly and uniformly denounced by the church. Yet even as the church
tried to bury the Christmas song, the French people continued to sing it.
Since that first rendition at a small Christmas mass in 1847, "O Holy Night" has been sung
millions of times in churches in every corner of the world, and the carol has gone on to
become one of the entertainment industry's most recorded and played spiritual songs.
This incredible work--requested by a forgotten parish priest, written by a poet who would later split
from the church, given soaring music by a Jewish
composer, has become one of the most beautiful,
inspired pieces of music ever created.
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HOWGOD REVIVES A DYING CHURCH
Recently I presented the findings of my “autopsy” on a church that just closed its doors and died.
I knew the church well because I had been their consultant ten years earlier. The only surprise I
found was that the church kept its door open five years longer than I had anticipated. The post
generated much interest. Many church leaders and laypersons saw early warning signs in the
post that related to their own churches. Many are concerned. Many want to know if there is any
hope.
Among the American churches on a death march, there is that rare exception, that one in 1,000,
that extraordinary situation where a church defies all the man-made odds and moves from near
death to health. Those churches are rare, but they do exist. In the midst of the gloomy news of
terminal churches, I took a look at a few churches that had all the signs of impending death and
then turned around to life. All of them of which I have knowledge were located in dramatically
shifting demographics. They weren’t merely churches that were unhealthy; they were dying.
Even the most casual observer would have predicted the imminent demise of these congregations. They were truly sick unto death. So how did these churches do it? Though each of the stories I examined has its own nuances, I did find some common themes.
1. A leader must rise and be willing to lead the church toward radical transformation regardless
of the personal costs to him. That leader is typically a new pastor in the church, but it does not
have to be.
2. A significant group in the church must admit that they are desperate for help. The significance of the group could be their sheer size; for example, they could be a majority of active members. Or the significance could be the influence of those in the group rather than the number.
This group must lead the church from denial to a painful awakening to reality.
3. That same group must confess guilt. They failed to reach the community. They held on to the
idolatry of yesterday. They were only comfortable with “our kind of people.” They saw the
church to be a place where their needs were met and personal preferences catered.
4. The group must have an utter, desperate, and prayerful dependence on God. They can no

longer look at the way they’ve always done it as the path for the future. They must fall on their
faces before God and seek His way and only His way.
5. The church must be willing to storm the community with love. The church can’t assuage
their guilt by having a food and clothes pantry where community residents come to them once a
week. Members must go into the community, love the unlovable, reach out to the untouchable,
and give sacrificially of time, money, and heart. The community must be amazed by these church
members.
6. The church must relinquish control. If the church reaches the community, the community will
come to the church. They may be poorer. They may have different colors of skin. They may
speak differently. They may have a radically different culture than members of the church. If the
church is truly to reach the community, it must be joyfully willing to let the community have control of the church. This attitude is radically different than welcoming the outsiders to “our
church.” It is an attitude that says it is now “your church.”
Most readers likely understand the low likelihood of such a transformation taking place. It is so
rare that, when it happens, it is often given the name “miracle.” But we serve the God of miracles. Maybe we should expect more. Maybe we should do more.
What do you think?
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Jesus said to his disciples: “Let the little children come to me: do
not stop them for it is to such as these that the kingdom of God
belongs.” Mark 10:14

Young children between the ages of 3 and 11 gather in our lower level Sunday School classroom on the
2nd and 4th Sunday of each month from 10:30 to 11:30 while parents relax in a comfortable lounge near
the classroom.

During November, we started class by singing “The
B-I-B-L-E” to stress how important this book is to
us, and also learned other fun songs with Miss Barbara.
One story came from the Old Testament in the book of Deuteronomy. It was about a message from God. Moses told
the story of what God wants us to do. God used Moses and
other prophets to tell the people how to live. God gave him
the words he wanted him to say. The message
was : "Love God with all your heart, soul, &
mind.” (Deut. 6:5). God wanted everyone to know and see
this message. The people of God were to put this message
on their doorposts for all to see, some even put it on all the
doors inside the house. It is called a Mezuzah, (Ma zoo zah).
The children decorated “door hangers,” our version of a
Mezuzah, with the Bible verse on it to hang on their bedroom door knobs so they would see it each time they went
to bed. They also wrote in their Personal Prayer Books.
Each class is new and different, and the children learn about God in
new ways.
Schedule for December:
December 8 – Sunday School class at 10:30
December 22 – Sunday School class at 10:30
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I believe that
churches are
meant for
praising God.
But so are
2 AM car rides,
showers,
coffee shops,
the gym,
conversations
with friends,
strangers, etc.
Don’t let a
building confine
your faith
because we
will never
change the world
just by
going to church,
we need to
be the church.

Thank you to all who participated in our Operation Christmas Child
project this year! Once again, it was a huge success. On Sunday,
November 24th Pastor Beese blessed 24 shoeboxes during
the worship service. That afternoon they were delivered to the local collection site, the Orchard Church in Arlington Heights. From
there they will be sent to the Midwest's new regional processing
center in Des Plaines, Illinois for inspection before being shipped to
their final destinations. A total of $281 was collected for shipping
costs.
We are very excited that the midwest regional processing center is so close. Next year we
would like to coordinate some groups to go to this site to volunteer.
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Don’t know what gift to
give a loved one
for Christmas?
ELCA Good Gifts is a wonderful opportunity to honor your
friends or family members with a gift given to one of many
ministries of our global church. So many of us don’t want or
need “things” anymore. Instead we can give Christmas gifts
to folks who desperately need things. Things like farm animals to help earn a living and feed a family, school supplies,
and clean water.
For more information, go to
https://goodgifts.elca.org/

Christmas Cookies
For Shut-ins
Calling all bakers!! We need donations
of Christmas cookies to take to those
who are homebound or sick, or just in
need of some Christmas cheer. We
would like all donations to be here by Sunday, December 15th. We
also would appreciate YOUR suggestions on recipients for these gifts.
If you know someone who would like a gift of Christmas cookies, sign
up on the sheet in the narthex with their name, address and phone
number, or call the church office to let us know.

PAGE 13

THE SHEPHERD’S STAFF

By Joanne Dicker, President

I want to thank everyone who participated and attended our annual Interfaith
Thanksgiving Celebration on Sunday, November 24th at Temple Chai. We had
a wonderful time joining with our neighbors in prayer, song and celebration.
Our theme, “Seeds of Challenge to Sheaves of Joy” connected all aspects of the
program. The bell choir set the mood and the adult and children’s choirs
brought harmony and praise. Our speakers, Father Joseph Le from St. Alphonsus Liguori Catholic Parish and Pastor James Preston from Kingwood United
Methodist Church were truly inspirational sharing their own personal stories.
The Praise Band led us in joyful celebration. After the program, we socialized
over home baked and donated pastries. So that no food went to waste, leftover refreshments went to the USO at O’Hare and to Journeys, the Road home,
to give our service men and women and neighbors a sweet Thanksgiving treat.
Thank you also for your generous donations of non-perishable food items for
our food pantries and cash donations. They are both greatly appreciated and
needed.
We hope and pray for a peaceful and joyful holiday season. Let us care of each
other and watch over our family, friends and neighbors. May your “Seeds of
Challenge turn into Sheaves of Joy!”

For more information on any of our programs,
please contact us by e-mail or telephone:
nwsinterfaith@gmail.com, 224-699-0386 or visit our website at
www.northwestsuburbaninterfaith.org

Donations may be made directly to: Northwest Suburban Interfaith Council, PO
Box 5301, Buffalo Grove, IL 60089
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On Sunday,
November 24th, two of
our Sunday School
children received their
First Holy Communion.

Congratulations to
Daniel and
Dylan
on this milestone
event in their lives!
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LUTHERAN CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
A CONGREGATION OF THE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH IN AMERICA
A STEPHEN MINISTRY CONGREGATION

1111 N. Elmhurst Road
Prospect Heights, IL 60070
Phone: 847-537-4353
Email the church office at
goodshepnk@aol.com

Rev. David Beese, Pastor
Gloria Sun Oh, Organist
Susan Baushke, Choir Director
Nancy Krieg, Office Administrator
Office hours: Monday – Friday

“Knowing Christ and Making Him Known”

We’re on the web:
www.lcgoodshepherd.com

9:00 AM to 4:00 PM

