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PASTORAL 

PONDERINGS 
 

Dear Members and Friends, 

 

Awhile back, when  Nancy  and  I  were  sitting  on  the  

deck  having  our  cups  of  coffee  and  tea  we  were 

hit  by  a  thunderstorm  with  a  loud  bolt  of  lightning  

and  thunder.  Our  11  year-old  cat, Katie,  high  tails   

it  under  our  bed  in  the  condo  until  the  storm  sub-

sides.  I’m not  a  mind-reader, especially  the  mind  of  

a  cat,  but  I  would  venture  to  say  she  hides  under  

the  bed  because  she fears  for  her  very  existence. 

 

We  might  say,  “Too  bad  the  dumb   animal  does  not  know  any  better.”    I  won-

der,  though, if Katie  is  as  dumb  as  we  might  think.  We  could  say  she  has  a 

healthy  respect  for  the  powers of nature. 

 

Sometimes,  I wonder,  if  that  is  something  we  have  lost  in  our  own  time  with  re-

gard  to  God.   Sometimes,  I wonder,  if  we  have  not  talked  ourselves  into  thinking  

there  is  very  little  that  is divinely  supreme  and  transcendent  about  God.    I  also  

think  we’ve  overdone  the  folksy,  down-to-earth,  relaxed,  and  laid  back  attitude  

we’ve  developed  over  against  God;  and  in the  process  we’re poorer  for  it. 

 

Perhaps  during  the  rest  of  this  summer  season  we  can  make  a  conscious  effort  

to  give  that   some  thought.    Maybe  we  can  start  when  we  come  to  worship  and  

realize,  as  we  enter  our worship  space,  that  this  is  not  just  a  chapel  or  building  

we’ve set  aside  for  ritual  and  ceremony, but  that  it  is  indeed  the  House  of  God,  

where  we  encounter  God  in  glory  and  grace. 

 

Also this August remember the organ recital that Ken Steffens is inviting everyone to at-

tend on Saturday, August 24 at 2:00 p.m.  Gloria Sun Oh will be performing along with 

some other musicians.   The concert is in memory of Karin Steffens. Hope to see you 

there!! 

 

               Pastor Dave    
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Mark your calendar for our August 

Fellowship Event!!  We are planning an 

Old Fashioned Church Picnic!!  It is sched-

uled to take place on Sunday, August 

25th following the worship service.  The 

plan is to make it reminiscent of the old 

church potluck, so bring your favorite recipe to share!!  There will be 

games, music, and lots of food and fun!!  Be looking for all the details in 

the Sunday bulletin and plan to be there. 
 

  Financial Report for June 
 
         Month       YTD                                                      
 Income      $18,787        $120,367   

 Expenses          15,325          116,601                         

 FUND BALANCE        $   3,362                 $    3,766            
 
 

Full Finance Reports are posted on the bulletin board by the coffee area. 
 

Your faithful giving is very much appreciated! 
 
 

 

 

 

 

The Board of Ministers discussed continuing to have Pastor  Dave Beese serve as  
Pastor, but on a Full-time basis with a contract for 5 years.  Pastor Dave is in agree-
ment with this proposal.   
 
The Executive Board and the Board of Ministers  and Pastor Dave will be working 
out the details and preparing the contract at the August meetings. 

BOARD BRIEFS 
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THANK YOU 

for your 

faithful and 

generous 

support of 

causes that 

help others in 

our community.  

You are 

appreciated! 
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Generosity Fund Update 

 

During 2019, we continue to be 
blessed by the generosity of a family in 
our congregation which enables us to 
give $600 each month to an organiza-
tion Social Ministry picks to receive it. 
 
In August, $600 will be given to the 
Night Ministry to help with their out-
reach to teens on Chicago’s city 
streets. 
 
Our thanks, once again, to the gener-
ous contributors who have made 
these donations possible! 

First Responders’ Sunday 
Mark your calendar now.  This year we 
will observe First Responders’ Sunday 
on September 29, 2019!  Invite friends 
and neighbors, and bring the kids to 
meet police and firemen from our area.  
The service and after-worship festivi-
ties will show our thanks and respect to 
these brave individuals. The day starts 
with a worship service at 9:30 AM which 
will include a blessing of the First Re-
sponders, and lunch follows at 10:45.  
Come for the service, stay for lunch! 

 
 
 
The following is a letter received by Barbara S., who was in 
charge of our recent Rummage Sale on Saturday, June 
22nd.   New Beginnings Thrift Shop at Kingswood United 
Methodist Church was given the first opportunity to take 
what they wanted at the end of the sale. 
 
 

Dear Barb  
 
On behalf of the volunteers and cus-
tomers of the "New Beginnings Thrift 
Shop", I want to take this opportunity 
to thank you for allowing us to pick 
up leftover donations from the church 
Rummage Sale. I hope the Rummage 
sale was a success for your church. 
 
Also, I dropped off the hats you do-
nated to the Alden Courts Memory 
Care unit my mom stays at in Aurora. 
The staff were so excited! Thank you! 
 
We have been truly blessed by your 
kindness! 
 
Take care and I hope to see you soon. 
 
Patty Gates 
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Good Shepherd has been 
sending volunteers on In-
terfaith mission trips for 
several years.  Places that 
have been affected by dis-
asters, whether they are 
weather related or eco-
nomically related, have 

benefited from the skills and efforts of our many volunteers.  It 
was disappointing to many of us to find this year's trip to East 
St. Louis cancelled for lack of participants.  As a result we went 
on a mission trip to Prospect Heights, Illinois!    
 
You may notice some changes around the grounds and in-
side Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd when you visit 
the next time.  Many of our members volunteered the last 
week of July to help spruce up our property.  Trees and 
shrubs were trimmed, flower beds were weeded and tilled, 
gutters and downspouts cleared, windows washed, carpets 
and floors scrubbed, and fresh paint was applied.  The result 
is quite noticeable. 
 
There is never a shortage of effort and enthusiasm when the 
time comes for service at Good Shepherd.  Every call for mis-
sion is answered with the same dedicated focus on helping 
others.  I am proud to be a member of this church. 
 
Thanks to EVERYONE who shared their time, talents and 
treasures to make this “mission trip” a success! 
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In 1965, Paul Harvey broadcasted “If I Were The Devil.”   It is amazing to realize over 
47 years ago how accurately he “prophesied” the future spiritual condition of the 
United States.  Many of his statements were considered ridiculously outlandish at 

that time in history.  Yet, we find ourselves today…  
 

PAUL HARVEY’S ‘IF I WERE THE DEVIL’ (1965) 

 

If I were the devil … If I were the Prince of Darkness, I’d want to 
engulf the whole world in darkness. And I’d have a third of it’s 

real estate, and four-fifths of its population, but I wouldn’t be happy until I had seized 
the ripest apple on the tree — Thee. So I’d set about however necessary to take over the 
United States. I’d subvert the churches first — I’d begin with a campaign of whispers. 
With the wisdom of a serpent, I would whisper to you as I whispered to Eve: ‘Do as you 
please.’ 
 
“To the young, I would whisper that ‘The Bible is a myth.’ I would convince them that 
man created God instead of the other way around. I would confide that what’s bad is 
good, and what’s good is ‘square.’ And the old, I would teach to pray, after me, ‘Our Fa-
ther, which art in Washington…’ 
 
“And then I’d get organized. I’d educate authors in how to make lurid literature exciting, 
so that anything else would appear dull and uninteresting. I’d threaten TV with dirtier 
movies and vice versa. I’d pedal narcotics to whom I could. I’d sell alcohol to ladies and 
gentlemen of distinction. I’d tranquilize the rest with pills. 
 
“If I were the devil I’d soon have families that war with themselves, churches at war with 
themselves, and nations at war with themselves; until each in its turn was consumed. 
And with promises of higher ratings I’d have mesmerizing media fanning the flames. If I 
were the devil I would encourage schools to refine young intellects, but neglect to disci-
pline emotions — just let those run wild, until before you knew it, you’d have to have 
drug sniffing dogs and metal detectors at every schoolhouse door. 
 
“Within a decade I’d have prisons overflowing, I’d have judges promoting pornography 
— soon I could evict God from the courthouse, then from the schoolhouse, and then 
from the houses of Congress. And in His own churches I would substitute psychology 
for religion, and deify science. I would lure priests and pastors into misusing boys and 
girls, and church money. If I were the devil I’d make the symbols of Easter an egg and 
the symbol of Christmas a bottle. 
 
“If I were the devil I’d take from those, and who have, and give to those wanted until I 
had killed the incentive of the ambitious. And what do you bet? I could get whole states 
to promote gambling as the way to get rich? I would caution against extremes and hard 
work, in Patriotism, in moral conduct. I would convince the young that marriage is old-
fashioned, that swinging is more fun, that what you see on the TV is the way to be. And 
thus I could undress you in public, and I could lure you into bed with diseases for which 
there is no cure. In other words, if I were the devil I’d just keep right on doing on what 
he’s doing. Paul Harvey, good day.” 
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Christmas 
in July  

 

Once again, our 
Christmas in July 
program was a 
great success, 
thanks to your faith-
ful generosity.  This 
year’s recipients 
were School Districts 
21 and 23.  We pur-
chased school sup-
plies, backpacks and 
gift cards for families 
in need in these ar-
eas.  Thank you so 
much for your sup-
port of this program.  
Because of your 
generosity, many 
needy students will 
have the supplies 
that they need. 
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Friends at Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd, 
 
I am pleased to share that by the Grace of God, the Love of 
Christ, the ever-present Counsel of the Holy Spirit, and the Call 
of the Church, I have accepted a call to the ministry of Word 
and Sacrament, to be the next pastor at Zion Lutheran Church, 
Belvidere, Illinois. 
 
Service of Holy Communion with Ordination will be Saturday, 
October 26, 1:00 p.m. at Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church, 1234 

N. Arlington Heights Road, Arlington Heights, Illinois, 60004.  Bishop Jeffrey Clements, North-
ern Illinois Synod will preside, Rev. Craig Mueller will preach.  Color of the day is red.  All ros-
tered leaders are invited to vest and process. 
 
I am ever thankful for the love and friendship shown by the saints of Lutheran Church of the 
Good Shepherd, Prospect Heights, during my time of learning in Ministry In Context.  I give 
thanks to God for your ministry and your role in my formation. 
 
                  David P. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Our friend and fellow member 

Barb K. has moved to Kentucky.  

This all happened quite quickly 

so Barb couldn't say goodbye as 

she would have liked.  She will 

miss the church and all of you 

very much.  If you like to send 

"well wishes", Barb can be 

reached at her new home ad-

dress which you can obtain by 

calling the church office. 

 
 
 
 
 

You are invited! 
Board President Ken S. 

invites you to an 
Organ Recital in memory of Karin S. 

on Saturday, August 24th at 2:00 PM.  This 
event will feature our own Gloria O. along 
with a variety of musicians.  Refreshments 
will follow.  Invite your friends for an after-
noon of inspiring music to honor the mem-
ory of Karin, who was an avid music lover. 

Mark your calendar and plan to attend. 
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Anton "Bud" Weber, Jr. 

July 30, 1940—July 25, 2019 
 
Bud was born July 30, 1940 in Milwaukee, WI.  
He passed away peacefully July 25, 2019, sur-
rounded by his loving family. 
 
Bud was a graduate of St. Olaf College and 
Northwestern Lutheran Theological Seminary in 
Minneapolis, MN, and earned Master of Divinity 

and was ordained June 19, 1966.  His first parish was Our Savior Lu-
theran Church in Pekin, IL. 
 
Bud was Minister and Assistant to the Bishop, ELCA and a Colleague 
Mentor with the ELCA Ministry Program.  He was a Master Gardener 
at Chicago Botanic Gardens, he loved fishing and gardening. 
 
Bud is survived by his children; Lisa (Greg) Nelson, and Paul (Mary) 
Weber; grandchildren, Emily Rose (Michael Maude) Nelson, Dylan 
Nelson, Braeden Nelson, Delaney Nelson, Ben Weber, Grant Weber, 
and Henry Weber; great grandson, Landon Nelson-Maude; and 
brother, Eugene Weber.  He was preceded in death by his wife, Joan 
Weber. 
 
Memorial visitation was held from 10am until the memorial service at 
11am, Tuesday, July 30 at the Lutheran Church of the Atonement, 
909 E. Main St. (Lake-Cook Road) Barrington.   
 
In lieu of flowers memorial donations may be made to: Nelson-
Curnyn Free Eye Clinic, www.nelson-curnyn.org;  ELCA World Hun-
ger, www.elca.org/hunger; or Atonement Lutheran Church, Barring-
ton in c/o PADS. 
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A Minister passing through his church 
In the middle of the day, 
Decided to pause by the altar 
To see who came to pray. 
Just then the back door opened, 
And a man came down the aisle, 
The minister frowned as he saw the man 
Hadn't shaved in quite a while. 
His shirt was torn and shabby, 
And his coat was worn and frayed, 
The man knelt down and bowed his head, 
Then rose and walked away. 
. 
In the days that followed at precisely noon, 
The preacher saw this chap, 
Each time he knelt just for a moment, 
A lunch pail in his lap. 
Well, the minister's suspicions grew, 
With robbery a main fear, 
He decided to stop and ask the man, 
'What are you doing here?' 
 
The man said he was a factory worker 
And lunch was half an hour 
Lunchtime was his prayer time, 
For finding strength and power. 
“I stay only a moment 
Because the factory's far away; 
As I kneel here talking to the Lord, 
This is kinda what I say: 
. 
'I JUST CAME BY TO TELL YOU, LORD, 
HOW HAPPY I HAVE BEEN, 
SINCE WE FOUND EACH OTHERS FRIENDSHIP 
AND YOU TOOK AWAY MY SIN. 
DON'T KNOW MUCH OF HOW TO PRAY, 
BUT I THINK ABOUT YOU EVERYDAY. 
SO, JESUS, THIS IS BEN, 
JUST CHECKING IN TODAY.' 
. 
The minister feeling foolish, 
Told Ben that it was fine. 
He told the man that he was welcome 
To pray there anytime. 
'It's time to go, and thanks,' Ben said 
As he hurried to the door. 
Then the minister knelt there at the altar, 
Which he'd never done before. 
His cold heart melted, warmed with love, 
As he met with Jesus there. 
As the tears flowed down his cheeks, 
He repeated old Ben's prayer: 

 
 
'I JUST CAME by TO TELL YOU, LORD, 
HOW HAPPY I'VE BEEN, 
SINCE WE FOUND EACH OTHERS FRIENDSHIP 
AND YOU TOOK AWAY MY SIN. 
I DON'T KNOW MUCH OF HOW TO PRAY, 
BUT I THINK ABOUT YOU EVERYDAY.  
SO, JESUS, THIS IS ME, 
JUST CHECKING IN TODAY.' 
 
Past noon one day, the minister noticed 
That old Ben hadn't come. 
As more days passed and still no Ben, 
He began to worry some. 
At the factory, he asked about him, 
Learning he was ill. 
The hospital staff was worried, 
But he'd given them a thrill. 
. 
The week that Ben was with them, 
Brought changes in the ward. 
His smiles and joy contagious. 
Changed people were his reward. 
The head nurse couldn't understand 
Why Ben could be so glad, 
When no flowers, calls or cards came, 
Not a visitor he had. 
. 
The minister stayed by his bed, 
He voiced the nurse's concern: 
No friends had come to show they cared. 
He had nowhere to turn. 
Looking surprised, old Ben spoke up 
And with a winsome smile; 
'The nurse is wrong, she couldn't know, 
He's been here all the while.' 
Everyday at noon He comes here, 
A dear friend of mine, you see, 
He sits right down and takes my hand, 
Leans over and says to me: 
. 
'I JUST CAME BY TO TELL YOU, BEN, 
HOW HAPPY I HAVE BEEN, 
SINCE WE FOUND THIS FRIENDSHIP, 
AND I TOOK AWAY YOUR SIN . 
I THINK ABOUT YOU ALWAYS 
AND I LOVE TO HEAR YOU PRAY,  
AND SO BEN, THIS IS JESUS, 
JUST CHECKING IN TODAY .' 
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Flea Market and Neighborhood Party 2019 

It was an incredible day!  After weeks and weeks of rain and cold tem-

peratures, the day dawned sunny and warm, and stayed that way 

throughout the event.  THANK YOU so much to everyone who played 

a part in making this ANOTHER successful outreach event to our com-

munity!! The pictures on this page and the next are a testimony to our 

wonderful volunteers and another successful Flea Market!! 
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Help us spread the news: 

 

Young children from 

neighboring communities 

are invited to the . . .  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Children ages 3 to 10 are welcome to Sunday School 

to learn about God’s love for everyone! 

Sunday School meets during the shool year 

10:30 to 11:30 AM 

on the 2nd and 4th Sundays of the month 

following the 9:30 AM Sunday Worship Service 

 

Fall session begins on September 8 
Registration forms are available from the church office. 

847-537-4353 

 





 

LUTHERAN CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD 
 

A CONGREGATION OF THE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH IN AMERICA 

A STEPHEN MINISTRY CONGREGATION 

1111 N. Elmhurst Road 
Prospect Heights, IL   60070 
 
Phone:  847-537-4353 
 
E-mail the church office at 
goodshepnk@aol.com 

 

“Knowing Christ and Making Him Known” 

We’re on the web: 

www.lcgoodshepherd.com 

 

Rev. David Beese, Interim Pastor 

Gloria Sun Oh, Organist 

Susan Baushke, Choir Director 

Nancy Krieg, Office Administrator 

 

Office hours: Monday – Friday 

9:00 AM to 4:00 PM 


